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on display for the first time
last week in the University
of Alaska Museum.

L. J. Rowinski, museum
director, said the games are
part of the Rhoda Thomas
Collection, donated to the
museum late last spring.
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‘““At first, the villagers went
upriver to White Mountain to
shop for groceries, a trip of
about 28 miles cne way and
28 mile? back. It was a mgly
way of shopping so ey
finally decided to move.”

He said that three or fouwr
families stayed on and among
them was the Sigfried
Augongak family and the
Ahmaktooliks. Sigfried
Augongak is a reindeer herd
owner of about 14,000 or
15,000 head.

SCHOOL: CLOSES

Then in 1955, the exodus of
the villagers caused the
Bureau of |Indian Affairs
school to close down because

pieces at the time the collect

blems, along with that of
Thomas Johnson of Nome,
was responsible for the
unanimous passage of a
recommendation at the con-
ference.

In a private interview, Olson
was just as forceful.

The village of Golovin has
an airstnp 2,700 feet in
length. which camnot be
lengthened because it is built
on a spit.

““We definitely need a larger
airport. For one thing, it can
be used for supplying fresh
fish market. Competition pro-
motes higher prices for re-
sources.

““And reindeer—the product
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‘“We stayed one winter Johnson predicts there will |
withoui a school,”” said be 18,000 reindeer in the 3
Olson. herd at Golovin soon—biggest 1

Although the former and oldest herd on Seward :
residents of the village Peninsula. |

stayed away in winter, many
of them kept coming back
during the summer to camp

“The airstrip would have
to be moved because the
existing strip is on a spit

and fish. and it can’t be lengthened.
““] think they missed their It could be located
old village,”” Martin said. on a hill behind the village.

Noting this, Martin Olson
one day told some of his
people, *“I'll try to get a
store going if vyou would
move back."

The simple but a cautiously
hopeful statement proved to
be the needed impetus and
the villagers began ®© come
back family by family.

““Now we’re up to a hundred
people in Golovin—about the
same number who lived there
before the people started
moving away,’”’ said Olson,
smiling. “BlIA was alsa very
helpful. They told us that if
enough people came back to
Golovin, _ they would reopen
the school, and they did.”

Martin said it was just

lik&mpm:lamuldlw.
“It was a hard struggle, and
| started on a shoestring but
we have a small general

store going now.”

“] believe it should be at
the minimum of 4,000 feet-
5,000 feet would be preferable.

A glimmer of hope for such
an- eventuality was realized
when the Employment Dev-
elopment Conference members
passed the following re-
commendations:

“That immediate action be
taken by the State of Alaska
in cooperation with the
Reindeer Herders Associa-
tion and the Arctic Native
ﬂmﬁuﬁuhnd to tl;?.;}:tﬂ:e the
impl ementation reindeer
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