
Morton ProtectsProtects-
Native

Protects-
NativeNative OptionsOptionsInt-

eriorInteriorIntenor Secretary Rogers C .

BB.. Morton said today that aa-

recen
a-

recentlyrecentlyrecen tly published withdrawalwithdrawal-
order

withdrawal-
orderorder affectingaffectmg 11.515.. 5 million acresacres-

of
acres-

ofof public'landpubliclandpublic"landpublic-landpubliclandpubliclandin'"- in10 Alaska wouldwould-

protect
would-

protectprotect the optionsopllons of thatthat-

State's
that-

State'sState'sStates' NativeNatve people to selectselect-

land
select-

landland under the Alaska NativeNatIve-

ClaIms
Native-

ClaimsClaims Settlement Act of 11971971 .

The landlandaffectedaffected by thethe-

withdrawal
the-

withdrawalwithdrawal had once been a partpart-

of
part-

ofof the 2.727. million acres that hadhad-

been
had-

beenbeen set aside earlier in111 nativenative-

reservations
native-

reservationsreservations , but none lies outout-out-

side
out-

side
¬-

side areas designateddesignatedspecIficallyspecificallyspecIfically-
byby the actuct of 1971 for nativenallvenallve-
selectIOn

native-
selectionselection ._

The native claims act simulsimul-simul-

taneously
simul-

taneously
¬-

taneously lifted withdrawals afaf-af-

fectmg
af-

fecting
¬-

fectingfectmg certaincertam reservation landland-

1J'dird1J'd1Jdir'd'' gave native villages havinghavmghavmg-

reservation
having-

reservationreservation land the option ofof-

retammg
of-

retainingretainingretammg such landlandininm lieu ofof-

settlement
of-

settlementsettlement provisions under thethe-

act
the-

actact..

Secretary Morton said thatthat-

untIl
that-

untiluntil the new order was pupu-pupu-
blished

pu-
blished

¬-

blished there was the possibilityPOSSibIlIt-
ythat

possibility-
thatthat miningmmmg claims mightmght, havehave-

been
have-

beenbeen filedfiledonon reservation landland-

before
land-

beforebefore the villages could reachreach-

aa decision .

This might have complicatedcomplIcated-
thethe grantinggrant 109 of titles to thosethose-

villages
those-

villagesvillages wishing to exercise thisthis-

opllon
this-

optionoptionopllon provided by the act..

The withdrawal closed formerformer-
reservation

former-
reservationreservation lands to selection byby-

the
by-

thethe State of Alaska and to thethe-

filing
the-

filingfiling of miningmmmg claims untiluntil-

December
until-

DecemberDecember 1818,1973181973, 1973 .

It was publishedpublishedinin10 the fefe-fefe-

deral
fe-

deral
¬-

deralderalregIsterregister February 1II111
, 1972 .

'ThisThis"This'" action is inm accord withwith-

President
with-

PresidentPresident Nixon'sNixons' expressed dede-dede-

sue
de-

sire

¬-

siresue to protect Indian rightsrights-

fully
rights-

fullyfully under the Alaska NativeNative-

Claims
Native-

ClaimsClaims Settlement Act ," thethe-

Secretary
the-

SecretarySecretary said .


