
.
,

I .
t

' , " .
. . JJ-

f
>- . "

.
'

.

. ( .\ -,"' :; . .'. . './' --ff7e- 40" -',r. - - "' ; 7:"t 1\'jJ1'jJjJ"\' .(''-' .tt;. -
. ' . . .().

WI60' .p,; .*,: .JJ,..Jf-

'u-'uuf'u'u-
K

'- .. ..; -f\f-\.. _

. 'uMMK . ':. r; ",. : . .ww. ;
' 'I.r.jIr.jIrj' ..

i;_ . 1' . . . "".:; . ..fr.tfr.tfrt. _ ..., . : ' t' :.". ",
.: -dd- . :>. .: <: .f . i:!.i'-

Io
:

.
." " '' '> .' . ;.:-'Io'IoIo-. '- ; ' . . .

_ "':. .
. -. ,

A ,t,
.

., f-.f\f.ff.ff.fy.\ y,
, 'iJiJ'

' _

., , : . .
-. < . t.J.ttJ.ttJt?. " .rr."'. .-

rt

.'" . ,".-
.

'
:

" -tt-._ " :r " ..'" . , '" '- - ,J-J-Jor:( .-?. . o-

r
_)' J ; .

; :
' : :,r.;, . "'-:. .

-

JJJ

{ '

;, ,

" , . ,
ie

/JJ"/ i:'!..itit. '
.< "- ' :""' .

{< " . .. . .
I r \ . . .

. .;:;.:: , "
lp '" .t.tt.ttt..:' .-_

. _f ' . - . .
vt--vtvt'-

oW

- .. . ;:.: , .' . .
41 ' ' .:.. 'oWoW' . . tit

$ "

'-; . . .. . _ .IiIi.

MRS . EDNA EAKON , an InupiakInuplak Eskimo , picks edible wildwild-
greens

wild-
greensgreens near Unalakleet .. She is one of the oldest residents ofof-

that
of-

thatthat villagevillage-

Photo
village-

Photo
village-

Photo
.

-PhotoPhoto- By EMILY I1I.. BROWN

Historical Unalakleet-UnalakleetUnalakleet'E-

ffects

Unalakleet'E-

ffects

UnalakleetE-
ffects

-
'EffectsEffects' of the South Wind9Wind'

By EMILY I1I.. BROWNBROWN-

The

BROWN-

TheThe village of Unalakleet-UnalakleetUnalakleet-
located

Unalakleet-
located

Unalakleet-
located

-
located on the coast about 127127-

miles
127-

milesmiles east of Nome-isNomeis- built on aa-

sand
a-

sandsand spit on the west side of thethe-

mouth
the-

mouthmouth of the Unalakleet River ,
on the coast of Norton Bay inin-

the
in-

thethe BeringBeflng Sea ..

Its location is reflectedreflectedininm itsits-

Eskimo
its-

EskimoEskimo name , which literallyhterallyhterally-
means

literally-
meansmeans "thethe" effects of the southsouth-
winds

south-
windswinds .

" The coast line on whichwhich-

itit is located parallels the south

windswmds .

Colonel Muktuk Marston ,
who came to the village duringdunngdunng-
World

during-
WorldWorld War II11 , is credited withwith-

gJVIng

with-

givinggivinggJVIng it its Eskimo name .

The ancient UnahkUnalik EskimosEskimos-
were

Eskimos-
werewere Unalakleet'sUnalakleets' first inhabimhabl-mhablinhabi-mhabl-

tants
inhabi-

tants
-¬-

tants . We do not know whenwhen-

they
when-

theythey claimed this coastal land ,
but archaelogists have determidetermI-determI-
ned

determi-
ned

¬-

ned that Cape DenbeighDenbelgh , 2828-

miles
28-

milesmiles west of Unalakleet , is from
3500 to 4500 years old .

( Continued on PagPage* 6)6)



Historic UnalakleetnalakleetU . . .
( Continuedontlnuad from page 1)1)

We do know , however , of thethe-

significant
the-

significantsignificant contributions the Una-UnaUna-

lik
Una-

IIk

Una-

lik
-

likIIk Eskimos have made to thethe-

other
the-

otherother tribes of Alaska , becausebecause-

their
because-

theirtheir legends , myths , folklore andand-

songs
and-

songssongs have been carried downdown-

by
down-

byby word of mouth from generagenera-genera-

tion

¬.-
tion to generation , even thoughthough-
nono written record of these contricontncontri-contri-
butions

¬.-

butions has been made .

(The older people still telltell-

stories
tell-

storiesstories in the Unalik language ,
and some of these stories havehave-

been
have-

beenbeen translated into malemute .)
Late , the Unaliks were capcap-cap-

tured
cap-

tured
-¬-

tured by the Malemute Nomads ,
and , a few centuries later , somesome-some-

time
¬.-

time between 1700 and 1867 ,
both tribes were seized by RusRus-Rus-

sian
¬.-

sian explorers .
.'

Eventually their descendantsdescendants-
became

descendants-
becamebecame wards of the UnitedUnited-
States

United-
StatesStates government , but theythey-

were
they-

werewere allowed to govern themthem-them-

selves
them-

selves
¬-

selves under the leadership ofof-

chiefsa
of-

chiefsachiefs-achiefsa- system of governmentgovernment-
they

government-
theythey had used since the reign ofof-

the
of-

thethe Malemutes ,.

Four brothers and a sistersister-

organized
sister-

organizedorganized Unalakleet as aa-

village
a-

villagevillage .

Their great , great , great grandgrand-grand-

father
grand-

father
¬-

father was a famous hero . HeHe-

saved
He-

savedsaved his people from a massacremassacre-
planned

massacre-
plannedplanned by the Interior Indians .

It happened this way :

One evening a messenger camecame-

to
came-

toto the chief to tell him that hishis-

village
his-

villagevillage was surrounded by war ¬.

riors . He went out and climbedclimbed-
the

climbed-
thethe Karqhi (council house ) andand-

faced
and-

facedfaced the foe .

In his own Indian language , hehe-

said
he-

saidsaid : "IfIf" you have not changedchanged-
your

changed-
youryour minds about annihilatingannihilating-
mymy people , I request that youyou-
kill

you-
killkill me first , as I do not wish toto-

witness
to-

witnesswitness the extinction of thesethese-

people
these-

peoplepeople who have saved my lifelife-

and
life-

andandandacceptedaccepted me as their leader ..""
As he stood waiting for thethe-

attack
the-

attackattack , the warriors crept quietlyquietly-
toward

quietly-
towardtoward the river . ExtinguishingExtinguishing-
their

Extinguishing-
theirtheir torches , they left the villagevillage-

inin their canoes and retreated .
Later the chief told how thethe-

former
the-

formerformer chiefschief's' sister had onceonce-
saved

once-
savedsaved him from starvation , afterafter-

his
after-

hishis own people had fled and leftleft-

him
left-

himhim on the battlefield .

His descendants have kept hishis-

name
his-

namename alive amongamonamongamongtheirtheir childrenchildren-
and

children-
andand their children s children .

Shortly after Alaska'sAlaskas' transtrans-trans-

ference
trans-

ference
¬-

ference to the United StatesStates-
government

States-
governmentgovernment , one of this chiefschiefs-
descendants

chiefs-
descendantsdescendants , Moktok , gave thethe-

Reverend
the-

ReverendReverend Axel Carlson of thethe-

Swedish
the-

SwedishSwedish Evangelical Mission CoCo-Co-

venant
Co-

venant
¬-

venant Church of America perper-per-

mission
per-

mission
¬-

mission to establish his missionsmissions-
atat Unalakleet ..

He not only taught the vilvtl-vtlvil-vilvtl-

lagers
vil-

lagers
¬-

lagers about Christianity , but hehe-

also
he-

alsoalso taught them such thingsthings-

asas how to ' cultivate their ownown-

vegetables
own-

vegetablesvegetables . For many years-yearsyears-

about
years-

about
years-

about
-

about 15-Unalakleet15UnalakleetIS-UnalakleetIS- was calledcalled-

the
called-

thethe "GardenGarden" City of the BeringBeringSea. . Sea ..""
But Reverend Carlson hadhadahad-

difficult
had-

difficult
a

difficult time in many respects .

He arrived at UnalakleetUnaladeet.!_ duduoduo-

ring
¬.

ring a time of conflict betweenbetween-
the

between-
thethe Unaliks and the Malemutes .

The Unaliks felt that the Male-MaleMale-

mutes
Male-

mutes
Male-

mutes
-

mutes , as foreigners ; had no rightright-

to
right-

toto try to change the cultural lifelife-

of
life-

ofof the Unalik people .

According to Ojoquk (Rock ) ,

an orphan once saved the reverrever-rever-

end's
rever-

end's
¬-

end'sends' life by taking him awayaway-

from
away-

fromfrom assailants who had planned

to killktll him one night at Mose'sMosesMose's-
Point

Mose's-
Point

'

Point Roadhouse .

And , on another occasion ,
Nashoalook , the youngest brobro-bro-

thet
bro-

ther
¬-

therthet of the four consecutiveconsecutive-
chiefs

consecutive-
chiefschiefs , saved Rev . Carlson'sCarlsons' lifelife-

by
life-

byby hiding him in his house fromfrom-

conspirators
from-

conspiratorsconspirators who wanted to killkill-
him

kill-
himhim .

We do not know who thesethese-

conspirators
these-

conspiratorsconspirators were andandcancan onlyonly-

assume
only-

assumeassume that they were UnalikUnahkUnahk-

Eskimos
Unalik-

EskimosEskimos who resented the chan ¬.

ges the Malemutes and Rev . CarlCarl-Carl-

son
Carl-

son

¬-

son were trying to make in theirtheir-

cuIturallife
their-

culturalculturalcuIturallifelife .

During the Russian occupaoccupa-occupa-
tion

occupa-
tion

¬-

tion chickenpox broke out in thethe-

village
the-

villagevillage . SinceSmce the Russians negneg-neg-

lected

¬.-

lected to innoculate anyoneanyone-
against

anyone-
againstagainst the disease , the only resiresi-resi-

dents
resi-

dents
¬-

dents to survive were those fewfew-

who
few-

whowho happened to be away campcamp-camp-

ing
camp-

ing

¬-

ing at the time .

Infected Eskimos were left inin-

their
in-

theirtheir igloos to die and were notnot-

buried
not-

buriedburied .

Before Russian officials leftleft-

the
left-

thethe area , they gave propertyrroperty toto-

some
to-

somesome of the natives . NashoalookNashoalook-
received

Nashoalook-
receivedreceived a Russian block-houseblockhouseblockhouse-
equipped

blockhouse-
equipped

-

equipped with cannon type gun .

But the only visible traces of .

Russian occupancy today are thethe-

names
the-

namesnames of some of the residents-residentsresidents-
names

residents-
names

residents-
names

-
names like Ivanoff and Kamaroff .

Humorous incidents have ococ-ococ-

amed
oc-

curred

¬-

curredamed through the years-justyearsjustyears-j'Jstj'JstjJstyears jest- ' asas-

they
as-

theythey have in any town-andtownand- , inin-

their
in-

theirtheir own way , add to the hishis-his-

tory
his-

tory
¬-

tory of the area..

Like the time in the 1920s1920s-

when
1920s-

whenwhen the first airplane landed atat-

Unalakleet
at-

UnalakleetUnalakleet ..

As the purringporring sound of thethe-

airplane
the-

airplaneairplane became audible , it sounsoun-soun-

ded
soun-

ded

¬-

ded different to different people .

One woman , hearing the plane ,

fell into the tub of water whichwhich-

she
which-

sheshe had just filled to cook dogdog-

food
dog-

foodfood in . Another woman burnedburned-
herself

burned-
herselfherself as she tried to lift the lidlid-

of
lid-

ofof the stovestVe:) , because she thoughtthought-
the

thought-
thethe sound was coming

.
from thethe-

fire
the-

firefire .

When the plane landed ,

people were running , childrenchildren-
crying

children-
cryingcrying , and some people werewere-

too
were-

tootoo stunned to move .

The Reverend E . B . Larson ,
who was kneading dough whenwhen-

he
when-

hehe heard the plane , ran out withwith-

bread
with-

breadbread dough on hishs: hands , wearwear-wear-

ing
wear-

ing

¬-

ing his big white apron . When hehe-

saw
he-

sawsaw a stream of people runningrunning-
toward

running-
towardtoward the airfield , he joined thethe-

crowd
the-

crowdcrowd . And when , as the onlyonly-

white
only-

whitewhite man , he extendedextended'us'-

us
u-s'-

us
u-s'-

us
u-s' handhand-

to
hand-

toto shake hands with the pilot hehe-

discovered

he-

discovereddiscovered that it was still coco-coco-

vered
co-

vered
¬-

vered with bread dough .

While the villagers were at thethe-

aiqlbrt
the-

airifbrtairportaiqlbrtairifbrt , loose dogs raided theirtheir-

kitchens
their-

kitchenskitchens , eating the food left onon-
the

on-
thethe tables at the time of thethe-

plane's
the-

plane'splane'splanes' landing .

It was a great day for thesethese-
isolated

these-
isolatedisolated people to watch thethe-
plane

the-
planeplanegroundlikeas it lifted off the ground
like a bird . Little did they dreamdream-
that

dream-
thatthat they themselves might somesome-some-
day

some-
day

¬-

day travel on ia jet plane to anyany-any-
where

any-
where

¬-

where in the world .

NEXT WEEK : Important VisiVisi-Vis-
itors

Visi-

tors
¬-

tors.,.


