
Gely Aids Native ArtistsF-

rench
ArtistsF-

rench
Artists-ArtistsArtists--ArtistsF-

rench
-¬-

French Artist Helps ArtistsArtists'ToArtistsToTo'To' Run Own Show '

Canadian artist GabrielGabnel GelyGely-

sees
Gely-

seessees his rpler le\inlein\ in Alaska as that ofof-

helping
of-

helpinghelping AlaskanAlas6nAlaSKan Indian and EskiEski-Eski-

mo
¬.-

mo100 artists to "runrun" theirtheu ownown-

show
own-

showshow . "
Gely , a native of France , svaswasseaswas-

former
seas-

formerformer Arts and Crafts DevelopDevelop-Develop-
ment

Develop-
ment

¬-

ment Officer with the CanadianCanadian-
Department

Canadian-
DepartmentDepartment of Indian AffairsAffatrsAffatrs-

and
Affairs-

andand Northern DevehjpmentDevelopment.Devel pment.. HetieHe-

is

tie-

isis now with the staffstaffofof ComCom-Com-

munity
¬.-

munity Enterprise DevelopmentDevelopment-
Corporation

Development-
CorporationCorporation , the ShismarefSllIsma ef CoCo-¬-

operative .

Gely was inm FairbanksFwrbanks lastlast-

week
last-

weekweek to teach Alaska nativesnatIves-

how
natives-

howhow tot operate a Native store .

This was part of a two-weektwoweektwoweek-
workshop

twoweek-
workshop

--

workshop in marketing and busibusI-busI-

ness
busi-

ness
¬-

ness principlesprinciles,),) held at the FairFair-FFair-

banks
air-airair-

banks
¬-

banks Native CommunityCommuOlty Center .

For twenty years Gely , whowho-

speaks
who-

speaksspeaks fluent Eskimo , workedworkedI-

II
worked-

ininIII the Canadian Arctic , initiatingIIlltiatingIIlltiating-

community.owned
initiating-

communityownedcommunity-ownedcommunityownedcommunity.ownedcommunityownedcommunity.ownedartscommunityownedarts-. arts andand-

crafts
and-

craftscrafts projects and acting as marmar-¬-

keting andaneantiantiproduction' production consulconsul-consul-

tant

¬.-

tant to arts and crafts co-opscoopsco.opscoopsco.ops-
and

coops-
and

-.

and government enterprises .

During the past ten years , hehe-

told
he-

toldtold RurAL CAP'sCAPs' Village Voice ,

helie "hashas" been reviewingreviewmg andandstudstudstud-

ying
stud-

yingying northern artifactsartjfacts" andand-

found
and-

foundfound that "thethe" most inspiredinspired-

and
inspired-

andand exquisite pieces were AlaAla-Ala-

skan
¬.-

skan . I just can'tcant' believebelteve ,
" hehe-

said
he-

saidsaid , "thatthat" all this wealthwealthofofof-

creativity
of-

creativitycreativity. is lost.. I just thinkthmkthmkItthinkititit-

Continued

it-
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Gabriel Gely Helps . . .
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is hiddenhidden-dormanthiddendormant-dormant.."
Gely has been in Alaska sincesmcesmce-

July
since-

JulyJuly and in Shishmaref for thethe-

past
the-

pastpast two months . He will visitVISi-

tvillages

visit-

villagesvillages in Alaska to remotivateremotivate-
Alaskan

remotivate-
AlaskanAlaskan Indian and Eskimo arar-arar-

tists

¬.-

tists to produce the "highhigh" calibercaliber-
of

caliber-
ofof work they have in the past.. "

His approach , he told thethe-

Tundra
the-

TundraTundra Times ,, will be to helphelp-

Alaskans
help-

AlaskansAlaskans "dodo" for themselves . "
AlaskansAJaskans must have a shop ,

he said , and "peoplepeople" who ori-

ginate
oriori-oriori-

ginate

¬-

ginate basic designs " nnstm'lstmlstmist' getget-

royalties
get-

royaltiesroyalties .

"II" tell them , 'thisthis' is not mymy-

shop
my-

shopshop , my workshop , or the U.SUS. .

government'sgovernments' workshop ,:' " hehe-

said

he-

saidsaid , but it is "theirtheir" workshop ."
He will handle "thethe" distastedistaste-distaste-

ful

¬.-

ful business of money ," he said ,

adding , "II" am an artist myself,

and I have agents to sell my-

paintings
mymy-

painpaintingspain tings ."
His work sometimes met withwith-

criticism

with-

criticismcriticism in Canada , he said .

There were some people , forfor-

xample
for-

examplesxamplexampleexample: , "whowho" think we'rewere' tootoo-

quality
too-

qualityquality minded . They don'tdontdon't-
understand

don't-
understand

'
understand . They want us toto-

reproduce
to-

reproducereproduce a very large piece ofof-

art
of-

artart on a smaller scale at a smallersmaller-

price
smaller-

priceprice . SometimesSometines.: you can't-
knock

can'tcantcan't-
knock

'

knock off a very good product ."
It'sIts' like trying to reproduce aa-

Rolls

a-

RollsRolls Royce at a lower price ,

he said ..
Other critics have said some-

of
somesome-

ofof his projects have turned outout-

assembly

out-

assemblyassembly line products . This is aa-

valid

a-

validvalid criticism , he said , but it isis-

not

is-

notnot valid for all of the projects .

.

In some villages , he explained ,

"peoplepeople" haven'thavent' had the goodgood-

fortune
good-

fortunefortune of getting professional-
people

professionalprofessIOnal-

peoplepeople to help them " and havehave-

turned
have-

turnedturned out copies of the samesame-

work
same-

workwork .

This criticism is not valid forfor-

such
for-

suchsuch projects as those he originaorigina-origina-
ted

-¬.

ted in Baker Lake and EskimoEskim-
oPointtwo

Eskim-
oPointtwoPointPoint-twoPointtwo- two of his most successsuccess-success-

ful
success-

ful
¬-

ful projects .

At Baker Lake , for example ,

he told the people to write down-

their
downdown-

theirtheir tales and legends . TheThe-

older
The-

olderolder people who had no knowknow-know-

ledge
know-

ledge

¬-

ledge of a written language transtrans-trans-

ferred

¬.-

ferred their work to stones .

They produced "fabulousfabulous"fabulous-
graphics

"fabulous-
graphics

"
graphics ," he said .

There is great satisfaction ,

he said , in helping others toto-

produee
to-

produceproduceproduee their own artart.. ForFor-

example
For-

exampleexample , in a Vancouver showshow-

pf
show-

ofofpf 404 carvings now onontour-tourtour.tour-. .tour-

through
tour-

throughthrough Moscow ,, Leningrad ,,
Paris , London and Tokyo , twentwen-twen-

ty
twen-

ty

¬-

ty to forty of these I1 personallypersonally-
purchased

personally-
purchasedpurchased in workshops ," he-

said
hehe-

saidsaid ..

"II" think , By Golly , with allall-

the

all-

thethe difficulties and frustrations ,

at least that does existexist-theexistthe- the artart-

of
art-

ofof a humble people isolated forfor-

two
for-

twotwo to three thousand jearsCars))ears ... .

The government has been a useuse-use-

ful

¬.-

ful vehicle to do something no
.,

other party has done .

"ItIt" gives a lot of satisfactionsatisfaction-
toto see that after all we didn'tdidntdidn't-
waste

didn't-
waste

'
waste our twenty years upup-

North
up-

NorthNorth ," helie said .


