
EVENTS HAUNT SLOPE BOROUGH
Sen . Hensley BelievesBelieves-

Egan"s

Believes-

Egan'sEgan'sEgansEgan"s'" Tax Plan CouldCould-

Complicate

Could-

ComplicateComplicate Slope PlanPlanB-

yBy NORMA BOWKETTBOWKETfBOWKETT-

Staff
BOWKETf-

Staff
BOWKETT-

StaffStaff WriterWriter-

How
Writer-

How
Writer-

HowHow close is the North Slope Borough to becomingbecomingabecoming-
reality

becoming-
reality

a

reality ? .

Recent developments have complicated the matter .

In his State of the StateS"tate" message Governor WilliamWilliam-

AA . Egan proposed legislation whichwhichwouldwould divide the

unorganized borough area of thethe-

state
the-

statestate intomto administrative unitsUnIts-

and
units-

andand provide a uniform taxationtaxation-
onon these units .,

Democratic State Senator WilWIl-WIl-

lIe

Wil-

lie

¬-

lie HensleylIensley of KoUebueKotLCbueKotzebue believesbelIeves-

Egan's
believes-

Egan'sEgan'sEgans' proposals may have anan-

adverse
an-

adverseadverse effect on the outcome ofof-

the
of-

thethe petition for incorporationmcorporallonmcorporallon-
of

incorporation-
ofof the proposed North SlopeSlope-

Borough
Slope-

BoroughBorough .

Helie took theIhe floorOoor of the SeSe-SeSe-

nate
Se-

nate
¬-

nate on JanuaryJanuny 21 to ask thethe-

Ala
the-

AlaskaAlaskaAla ka State LegislatureLeglslJIlHe to "dede"de-"de-

fer
"de-

fer

" ¬-

fer any considerationconslderalton of a taxtax-

bill
tax-

billbill for the unorganizedunorgamzed borough ,
if andandwhenwhen it is presented byby-

the
by-

thethe AdministrationAdmmlstratIon ," untilunlll afterafter-

the
after-

thethe Local Boundary CommissionCommission-
heanng

Commission-
hearinghearingheanng inm Anchorage on FebFeb-Feb-

ruary
Feb-

ruary
¬-

ruary 24 , 25 and 26 .

Byron Mallott , headheadofof thethe-

Local
the-

LocalLocal Affairs Agency told thethe-

Tundra
the-

TundraTundra Times that the LocalLocal-

Boundary
Local-

BoundaryBoundary Commission "maymay"mayormayor"mayor-
may

" oror-

maymay not make a final decisiondecIsion-

atat that time . "

Proposed legislation couldcould-

have
could-

havehave an impact on any actionacllonacllon-

that
action-

thatthat the commission might take ,.

he said .,

Mallott said that the LJC.ILJCILocalLJCLocal-

Affairs
. 1!1-

AffansAffairsAffans Agency has reported toto-

the
to-

thethe commission that "mm"inin" thethe-

Judgment
the-

judgmentjudgment of the Local AffairsAffans

Agency the proposed NorthNorth-

Slope
North-

SlopeSlope BoroughBurough meets the stanstan-stan-

dards
stan-

dards
¬-

dards forfur incorporationmcorporatlon ,
" butbut-

that
but-

thatthat his agency has made nono-

ufficlal
no-

officialofficialufficlal recommendationcommendJtlonr to theth-
er

the-

CommissionCommissionr ommlSSlon .

"WeWe" will leaveleJve that to thethe-

Judgment
the-

judgmentjudgment of the LocalLUCJI BounBoun-Boun-

dary
Boun-

dary
¬-

dary CommissionCummlsslon ,
" helie saidsudsaid-

"We
sud-

"We
said-

"We
:

"WeWe" can'-
t

can-
t

can'tcant' tell at thistlus timetUlletune ,"

Mallott saidsailaJJ , what effec ' legisIqI\IqIIqIl-

atlOn
ltgis-

n
; \ ¬'

lationlatlOn might have on the futurefuture-
of

future-
ofof the proposed North SlopeSlope-

Borough
Slope-

BoroughBorough
BoroughWillie

Willie Hensley might notriotnot-

agree
riot-

agreeagree withwith111mhim111m .

Hensley told the Senate , "II"I-

am

"'
am vitally concernedconcernedaboutabout thethe-

effect
the-

effecteffect the Administration'sAdministrationsAdmmlstratlOn'sAdmmlstratlOns ' propro-pro-

posed
pro-

posed
¬-

posed plan might have on thethe-

delIberations
the-

deliberationsdeliberations of the Local BounBoun-Boun-

dary
Boun-

dary
¬-

dary Commission next monthmonth-
when

month-
whenwhen they meet to considerconsider-
approval

consider-
approvalapprovalapprovaloror disapprovaldisapprovalofof thethe-

IIlcorporatlon
the-

incorporationincorporationIIlcorporatlon of the NorthNorth-
Slope

North-
SlopeSlope BoroughBorough-

"I"II"Iam"' am also concernedconcernedaboutaboutabout-

the
about-

themethe levy as a possible prelude olofof-

thmgs
of-

thingsthingsthmgs to come inm Native ecoeco-eco-

nomic
eco-

nomic

¬-

nomic investmentIOvestment inm futurefuture-
years

future-
yearsyears ,

" helie added .

Helie quotedquuted from Article XXufXofotufofuf-

the
of-

thethe state constitution that "TheThe"The-

Continued

"The-

ContInued

"The-

Continued

"
( Continued on Page 6)6)



Events Haunt Slope Borough . . .
(ContinuedcontmUldContmied from page 11)1})

purpose of this Article is toto-

provide
to-

provideprovide for maximum local self-selfself-

government
self-

government
self-

government

-

government with a minimum ofof-

local
of-

locallocal government units , and toto-

prevent
to-

pleventpieventpleventprevent duplication of tax levylevy-levy-

ing
levy-

ing

¬-

ing jurisdictions . "
Section 2 of Article X , hehe-

said

he-

saidsaid , provides that "AllAll" locallocal-

government
local-

governmentgovernment powers-shallpowersshallpowers.ihallpowersihallpowersshall-. be vesves-ves-

ted
ves-

ted

¬-

ted in boroughs and cities . TheThe-

State
The-

StateState may delegate powers toto-

organized
to-

organizedorganized boroughs and citiescities-

only
cities-

onlyonly . "
In view of thistlus , Hensley said ,

he feels the Governor'sGovernors' proposalsproposals-
"would

proposals-
"would"wouldwould"" be unconstitutional "
and are "anan" attempt to underunder-under-
mine

under-
mine

¬-

mine the North Slope BoroughBorough-
petition

Borough-
petitionpetition . "

.
Why ?

He gave , in part , the followfollow-follow-

ing

¬.-

ing explanation :

"II"II" 1.. The figures used by thethe-

State
the-

StateState to estimate totlltot,11tot11tot!], assessable-
property

assessableassessable-

propertyproperty in the unorganizedunorganized-
borough

unorganized-
boroughborough includes the ArcticArctic-

Slope
Arctic-

SlopeSlope area .

"2 . Without the Arctic Slope

estimatedeshmatedeshmatedrevenuesestimatedrevenuesrevenues wouiaWOUIGwould nownow-

be
now-

bebe only $33$ million rather than
$77$ 1/212/ million . . .

"MrMr" . President ," Hensley concon-con-

tinued
con-

tinued
¬-

tinued , I have a duty to reprerepre-repre-

sent
repre-

sent
¬-

sent my constituents . IIalsoalso cancan-

see
can-

seesee the intent of the State in thistlustlus-

matter
this-

mattermatter .

"ButBut" I am disturbed greatly-
when

greatlygreatly-
whenwhen I see a perfectly validvalid-

Borough
valid-

BoroughBorough Petition pending-pendingpending-
which

pending-
which

pending-
which

-
which , in the written opinionopmion ofof-

the
of-

thethe Local Affairs Agency , meetsmeets-
all

meets-
allall the Constitutional requirerequire-require-
ments

¬.-

ments ,, and the AdministrationAdmiDlstratlOnAdmiDlstratlOn-
throws

Administration-
throwsthrows in a proposal which obob-obob-

viously
ob-

viously
¬-

viously can have an effect on thethe-

Local
the-

LocalLocal Boundary Commission'sCommissionsCommission's-
decision

Commission's-
decision

'

decision ... "
But , aside from the hurdleshurdles-

of
hurdles-

ofof proposed legislation , howhow-

close
how-

closeclose is the North Slope BoroughBorough-
toto becomingbecommg a reality ?

The process-spelledprocessspelledprocessspelledout- out in-

Title
inin-

TitleTitle 7 of the Alaska Statutes-isStatutesisStatutesIs-
as

-
as follows :

First , qualified voters of thethe-

area

the-

areaarea present a formal petition to

the Local Affairs Agency . ThisThis-

agency

This-

agencyagency reviews the petition toto-

determine

to-

determinedetermine whether or not it isIS-

in

is-

inin proper form and signed byby-

the

by-

thethe correct percentage of qualiquali-quali-

fied
quali-

fied

-¬-

fied voters in the area-areaarea15area-ISareaISarea-1515- 15 perper-

cent
per-

centcent for areas with over 7,50075007,500-
qualified

7,500-
qualified

,

qualified voters , and 25 per centcent-

for
cent-

forfor those with less than 7,5007500, .

If the petition is in order ,

the Local Affairs Agency concon-con-

ducts
con-

ducts

¬-

ducts an investigationmvestigatlon to deterdeter-deter-
mine

¬.-

mine whether or not the area inmm-

question
in-

questionquestion meets the standards for-

incorporation
forfor-

incorporationincorporation . These standards3tandards ,

briefly , are as followsfollows-
The

follows-
The

:

-TheThe-The population of the areaarea-

"shall
area-

"shall"shallshall" be interrelatedIOterrelatedIOterrelatedandinterrelatedandandandInteinteInte-Inte-

grated
inte-

grated

¬-

grated as to its social ,, cultural-
and

culturalcultural-
andand economic activities ," shallshall-

be

shall-

bebe "qualifiedqualified" and willing to asas-asas-

sume

as-

sume

¬-

sume the duties arisingansing out ofof-

mcorporatlOn

of-

incorporationincorporationmcorporatlOn ,, shall have a clearclear-

understandmg
clear-

understandingunderstandingunderstandmg of the nature ofof-

the

of-

thethe undertaking . . . and shall bebe-

large

be-

largelarge enough and stablest ble enoughnoughenough-

to
nough-

toto warrant and support the opop-opop-

eration
op-

eration
¬-

eration of organized boroughborough-
government

borough-
government "government
governmentThe

;

-TheThe- boundaries shall concon-con-

form
con-

form

¬-

form to "thethe" natural geographygeography-
ofof the area " and shall includeinclude-
areas

include-
areasareas necessary for full developdevelop-develop-
ment

develop-
ment

¬-

ment of local government ser-

vices
serser-serser-

vices

¬-

vicesvices-

economy
. . . ;"

vicesThe-TheThe-The economy of the areaarea-

"shall
area-

"shall"shallshall" encompass a trading areaarea-

with
area-

withwith the human and financialfinancial-
resources

financial-
resourcesresources capable of providmg-
an

providing-
an

providingprovidmg
an adequate level of governmengovernmen-governmen-
tal

¬-

tal services . . . ;"
-AndAnd-servicesAnd

the transportation facifacI-facI-

lities

faci-

lities

-¬-

lities "shallshall" be of such a unifiedunified-
nature

unified-
naturenature as to facilitate the com-

munication
comcom-com-

munication

¬-

munication and exchange necnec-necnec-

essary
nec-

essary

¬-

essary for the development ofof-

integrated

of-

integratedintegrated local government andand-

aa communitycommuDltycommuDltyofof interests .. . ."
When the Local Affairs AgenAgen-Agen-

cy
Agen-

cy

¬-

cy has completed its investigaIOveslJga-IOveslJgainvestiga-IOveslJga-

tion
investiga-

tion

¬-

tion , on the basis of these stanstan-stan-

dards
stan-

dards

¬-

dards , it submits its report to thethe-

Local

the-

LocalLocal Boundary Commission .

It is at this stage in10 the pro-

cess
propro-pro-

cess

¬-

cess that the petition for thethe-

North
the-

NorthNorth Slope BoroughBoro.ugh. lies .

Then the Local BoundaryBoundary-
Commission

Boundary-
CommissionCommission holds at least oneone-

heanng
one-

hearinghearingheanng in10 the area to be incorLTJcor-LTJcorincor-incor-

porated

LTJco-

rporated

¬-

porated , and , on the basis of thethe-

evidence

the-

evidenceevidence given at the hearing andand-

the

and-

thethe findings of the Local AffairsAffairs-

Agency

Affairs-

AgencyAgency , determines whether oror-

not
or-

notnot the petition is to be accep-
ted

accepaccep-accep-
ted

-¬-

ted .

If the commission accepts thethe-

petition
the-

petitionpetition for incorporation , itit-

notifies

it-

notifiesnotifies the Lieutenant GovernorGovernor-
ofof its decision .

'

'. He , in turn , sets an electionelctionelction-
date

election-
date

:
date in the area to determinedetermine-
whether

determine-
whetherwhether or not the qualifiedquahfiedquahfied-
voters

qualified-
votersvoters wish to have the proposedproposed-
borough

proposed-
boroughborough incorporated , and , if-

they
ifIf-

theythey do , to elect members of thethe-

first
the-

firstfirst borough assembly ..
After that , it'sits'' up to thethe-

voters
the-

votersvoters .


