


FLOOD LEAVES MINTO-The flood waters have receded,
but the village of Minto and its people are faced with a race

with time—to beat the coming first ground freeze and get their
homes back to normal before winter.
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(Continved from page 1)

of the forty homes here, and
to determine what help iwas
still needed.

In most disaster areas, the
Red Cross finds people
faced with the aftermath of
extensive physical destruct-
ion and mass evacuations,
but in Minto the story of what
the flooding Tanana River did
to the peofle d this tiny,
centuries—old Indian village
18 different.

The flood did only minor
damage to the homes and the
people’s household possess-
ions, but what it did do was
to threaten the ing
community’s immediete future,
for the people of Minto face
the immediacy of winter's
coming with a shortage of
food for themselves and their
dogs and a shortage of fuel to
keep them warm during the
below zero months ahead.

The —log —cabins two
churches, school, general
store and community hall
which comprise the village
of Minto are out over
several waod;-::E! between
a crushed gravel air strip and
the dull-gray Tanana River,
which together provide the
only access to the community.
No roods lead to Minto.

The village is not too far
removed from poverty, al-
though it is not unusual to
see a television antenna, old—
fashioned electric washing
machines, moJern stoves and
other material indicators of
so—called affluence.

_These items, brought in by
river or plane,
are usually nﬂ with
wages eamed by Mintoites

who find temporary employ-
ment as forest—fire fighters,
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as laborers for the Bureau of
LLand Management surveys,
in a nearby sawmill or in the
brief summer months when
there is a demand for workers
in construction and trams-

Power for the electric
appliances comes flom a
village—operated generator or
from private owned
by people such as the clergy-
men or operated by the school.

Communication with the rest
of the warld is conducted by
short wvave radio during brief
periods when the Mint
radio—in the school-is
scheduled for monitoring hy
the BIA, ly bush pilots
flying to the small airstrip,
and by teking a boat ®
Nenana, thirty—three river
miles away.

Flooding is not unusual in
Minto, but this is the first
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ESTIMATI NG DAMAGE-Minto's Chiof

Peter John (left) tells of his e's
losses and needs to Americon Red Cross
disaster representatives Jock Colemen

Popkin. The Red Cross made o
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