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Bethel Tweaks NosesNoses-
Of

Noses-
OfOf UFO BelieversBelievers-
By

Believers-
ByByBy FlyinFlvineFlying an IFO

- -
Flying saucers are beingbeing-

reported
being-

reportedreported allallfNeralloveroverfNer the UnitedUnited-
States

United-
StatesStates , and there are thosethose-
who

those-
whowho believe that they areare-
piloted

are-
pilotedpiloted by visitors to thisthis-
pI

this-
planetplanetpI anet .

When these UnidentifiedUnidentified-
Flying

Unidentified-
FlyingFlying ObjectsObj ects appearedappearedoveroverover-
Bethel

over-
BethelBethelBethelrecentlyrecently , AlaskansAlaskans-
tracked

Alaskans-
trackedtracked them down , interinter-inter-
viewed

inter-
viewed

¬-
viewed their builder , learnedlearned-
the

learned-
thethe secrets of their operation-operation-

and tweaked the noses ofof-
the

of-
thethe believers of thethe-
"vi

the-
"visiting"vivi"" si '""*"visitingvisitingting beings theory .

This year , a number
.
ofof-

UFO's
of-

UFO'sUFO'sUFOs' have been seen inin-
various

in-
variousvarious Alaskan communit-communitcommunitc-

ontinued
communitc-

ontinued
communitc-

ontinued
-
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Bethel Tweaks Noses . .
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.

ies . These include BarrowBarrow-
in

Barrow-
inin February , where the visitvisit-visit-
ors

visit-
ors

¬-
redandgreenblinkingors hadhadredandgreenredred-and-greenredandgreen-and-green
blinking lights , and BethelBethel-
in

Bethel-
inin March , where the objectsobjobjects-
were

ectsects-
werewere disks with pinkpink-redpinkred-red toto-
orange

to-
orangeorange lights .

On April 11 , severalseveral-
Bethel

several-
BethelBethelBethelresidentsresidents werewere-
startled

were-
startledstartled by a large object
hoveringobjecthoveringover the treelinetreeline-
across

treeline-
acrossacross the Kuskokwim . WhatWhat-
was

What-
waswas most strangestran ge , they said ,
was the way it turned allall-allall-
red

all-
red

-
red , then blackblackwithwithwithsmallsmallsmall-
ligh.ts

small-
lightslightsligh.ts

.
, then brilliant redred-

agaIn
red-

againagainagaIn .
Upon investigation , itit-

turned
it-

turnedturned out that the "flyingflying"flying-
saucer

"flying-
saucer

"
saucer " had been constructed

out of tissue paper by "fleetfleet"fleetc-
ommander

"fleetc-
ommander

"
commander "" DonIon Johnson , aa-
former

a-
formerformer Peace Corps volunvolun-volun-
teer

volun-volunvolun-
teer

-¬-
teer who learned to buildbuild-
the

build-
thethe "invadersinvaders" " while servingserving-
inin GuatemalaGuatemal.aGuatemala-

Johnson
.,

Johnson , now regionalregional-
coordinator

regiregional-
coordinator

alal-
coordinatorcoordinator for ASCAP atat-
Bethel

at-
Bethel

at-
BethelBethel , calls his vesselsvessels-

sIFO's
vessels-

IFO's
vessels.-

IFO'ssIFO'ssIFOsIFO'sIFOs.IFO's.IFOs,. ' or Identified FlyingFlying-
Objects

Flying-
o

Flying-
ObjectsObjectso bjbjectsects . I'I-

TheTheseThe se mystifying flyingflying-
objects

flying-
objectsobjects are constructed byby-
gluing

by-
gluinggluing pieces of red tissuetissue-
paper

tissue-
paperpaper into a seven bythree-
foot

bybythreeby-three-bythreebythree-
foot

-threethree- -
. foot balloon . A wirewire-meshwiremeshwiremeshf-
rame

wiremeshf-
rame

-mesh
frame is placedp laced in the bottom .

A kerosenekerosene-soakedkerosenesoakedkerosenesoakedrag-soaked rag isis-
put

is-
putput in the frame and lighted .

This p-ovidespovideslI'OvideslIOvidesgovides'- hot air to liftlift-
the

lift-
thethe balloon andandalsoalso givesgives-
the

gives-
thethe light for the UFOUFD .

The balloon bobs up andand-
down

and-
downdown in flight . When down ,

the fire appears below the-
balloon

thethe-
ballomballoonballom , which is black ,

when up , the entire balloonballoon-
bursts

balloon-
burstsbursts into brilliant red .

The spectacular sight of aa-
UFO

a-
UFOUFO bursting into light andand-
then

and-
thenthen vanishing can alsoalso-
occurif

also-
occurifoccuroccur-ifoccurif-if the tissue paperpaper-
catches

paper-
catchescatches fire during thethe-
flight

the-
flightflight .

An IFO has aboutaoout a 1515-1515-
minute

15-
minute

-
minute fuelfuelsupplysupply and aa-
range

a-
rangerange of severalseveralmilesmiles ,

depending on the wind .
ItI t can even show up on aa-

radar
a-

radarradar screen , if the builderbuilder-
will

builder-
willwillwillattachattach tin foil to thethe-
tissue

the-
tissuetissue paper .

Other members of thethe-
Johnson

the-
JohnsonJohnson fleet have visitedvisited-
Nunapitchuk

visited-
NunapitchukNunapitchuk and HooperHooper-
Bay

Hooper-
BayBay . He says , however , thatthat-
he

that-
hehe has not visited Barrow .

AskedAskedwhywhy he flew hishis-
IFO's

his-
IFO'sIFO'sIFOs' Johnson commentedcommente-
d"they're

commente-
d"they're"they'retheyre" ' just fanfun to make andand-
fun

and-
funRtofunRtofun *, to sendsendupup . "

There is a great firefire-
danger

fire-
dangerdanger , however , if an IFO isis-
sent

is-
sentsent up closeclo se to a buildingbuilding-
oror when there is much of aa-
wind

a-
windwind . AAwindwindwindccanc an upsetup set thethe-
balloon

the-
balloonballoon in flightflight7flight7setting, setting thethe-
paper

the-
paperpaper on fire andandcausingcausing the-
object

thethe-
objectobject to fallfall..

Because of this danger,
he urges that children notnot-
send

not-
sendsend them up . If one doesdoes-
come

does-
comecome down , they might notnot-
be

not-
bebe able to get to it beforebefore-
it

before-
itit starts a ., fire .

The discoverydiscovery of thesethese-
construction

these-
constructionconstruction secrets maymay-
clear

may-
clearclear the '-aira- ir'-aira- ir'. air ((literally ) inin-
regard

in-
regardregard to some of thethe-
Alaskan

the-
AlaskanAlaskan UFO'sUFOs' .


