
State AccusedAccused-
Of, Of DelayDelay-
On

Delay-
OnOn QuitclaimQuitclaimA-

nyAny delay in the State ofof-
Alaska

of-
AlaskaAlaska obtaining title to thethe-
land

the-
landland at the Barrow airport isis-
presently

is-
presentlypresently being caused byby-
the

by-
thethe State , reports HughHugh-
Nicholls

Hugh-
NichollsNicholls , executive directordirector-
for

director-
forfor the Arctic Slope NativeNative-
Association

Native-
AssociationAssociation .

A quitclaim contract on thethe-
land

the-
landlandlandwaswas signed

,, last weekweek-
by

week-
byby ASNA and , at last report ,
was still in the hands of thethe-
State

the-
StateState Attorney General'sGeneralsGeneral's-
office

General's-
office

'
office .

The Bureau of Land ManMan-ManMan-
agement

Man-
agement

¬-
agement director for AlaskaAl aska ,
Burt Silcock , has given hishis-
personal

his-
personalpersonal approval to thethe-
contract

the-
contractcontract , Nicholls reports .
Although the final decisiondecision-
will

decision-
willwill be made in Washington ,
the quitclaim will be forfor-forfor-
warded

for-
warded

¬-
warded there as soon as it isis-
received

is-
receivedreceived .

Earlier thisthi s week , Gov .

HickelHickelannouncedannounced that thethe-
Arctic

the-
ArcticArctic Slope Claim might
keepmightkeepthe State from obtainingobtaining-
aAgencyallocationa Federal Aviation AgencyAgency-
allocationallocation of $1,315,0001315000$ , , toto-

continued
to-

continued
to-
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improve the airport . TheThe-
State

The-
State

The-
StateState must have full title toto-
the

to-
thethe land to receive the aid .

Hickel said that ASNA hadhad-
offered

had-
offeredoffered to give a quitclaimquitclaim-
but

quitclaim-
butbut questionedquestionedwhetherwhether thethe-
Federal

the-
FederalFederal Government wouldwould-
accept

would-
acceptaccept itit.. He claimed thatthat-
apparently

that-
apparentlyapparently the only way forfor-
the

for-
thethe State to construct thethe-
airport

the-
airportairport was for the SecretarySecretary-
ofof the Interior to unlock hishis-
freeze

his-
freezebythefreeze on landlandcoveredcovered by
the Native landlandclaimsclaims .

Nicholls replied that aa-
valid

a-
validvalid quitclaim could bebe-
granted

be-
grantedgrantedgrantedonon this andandsimilarsimilarsimilar-
projects

similar-
projectsprojects . In addition , thethe-
Native

the-
NativeNative groups can signsign-
waivers

sign-
waiverswaivers on certain types ofof-
activities

of-
activitiesactivities on the claims .

Since the BLM presentlypresently-
recognises

presently-
recognisesrecognisesrecognisesirecognisesthei

.,

'
the claims asas-

"protests
as-

"protests"protestsprotests" " , a waiver statesstates-
that

states-
thatthat the "protestprotest"" " does notnot-
cover

not-
covercover these uses of land-landland-
such

land-
such

land-
such

-
suchsuchasas wood permits .

An attorney representing -
,.

Native groups said that thethe-
waivers

the-
waiverswaivers should be checkedchecked-
carefully

checked-
carefullycarefully to be sure thatthat-
they

that-
theythey permittedpennittedpennittedonlypermittedonlyonly whatwhat-
the

what-
thethe Native groups wantedwantewanted-
them

dd-
themthem to permit. IfIfcarefullycarefullycarefully-
worded

carefully-
wordedworded , they can be usefuluseful-
in

useful-
inin settling problems whilewhile-
maintaining

while-
maintainingmaintaining the overalloverall-
land

overall-
landlandlandrightsrights of the NativeNative-
people

Native-
peoplepeople .

Hickel'sHickelsNickel'sNickels' statement bringsbrings-
upup some worries abouta bout aa-
possible

a-
possiblepossible "backlashbacklash" " , asas-
previ

as-
previprevipreviwsoisrusws statements .havehave.,havehave-
been

have-
beenbeen made indicating thatthat-
the

that-
thethe Native claims can blockblock-
development

block-
developmentdevelopment of t he State .

However , ASNAASNAofferedofferedofferednonono-
obstacles

no-
obstaclesobstacles to signing: thethe-
quitclaim

the-
quitclaimquitclaim agreement..


