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lewis aiken is an expeditorExpeditexpenditoror on colvilleColvillc ice road project on the 1466north slope
near the village of nuiqsut
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jerry sovalik ASRC works on the colville ice road project on thenorhttheNorht
slope
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bering straits shareholder ed gagnon is operating a loader on the colville ice road project near nuiqsul

north slope ice road construction
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peak bilfieldoilfieldoilficldOil field service company has just completed construction of two ice road projects on
the north slope

there wasnt any bad weather so the project went well said archie fitzgerald foreman of
the colvilleColvillc ice road a stretch of road extending from the kuparuk side of the slope to drilling

rig sitessitcssitas on the tundra the other road the Badbadamiarni was built on the prudhoe side of the slope
and like the colvilleColvillc was well within its time schedule

ice roads arcare constructed during the winter so that oil exploration can be done inin locations

not accessible when the tundra and water arcart thawed teams of skilled heavy equipment opera-
tors truck drivers and laborers work around the clock applying layers of snow ice chips and

water inin a kind of sandwich

the roadtoad must be at least sixsix inches off the tundra said fitzgerald and inin some places its
about seven feet thick

six inches above the surface of the tundra has been tested as non damaging to the delicate

balance of the arctic ecosystem and its also just about the rightfight height for a smooth driving

surface ice bridges account for some of the seven foot deep sections of the road water and ice

chips arcare sandwiched over and over creating a huge block of ice which is forced down until it
is thick and strong enough to hold more than 350000 pounds the weight of the drilling rigsfigs that

will be moved over the bridge

work on the ice roads must be done quickly so that support crews can bring in a rigfig the

drillersdrillarsdrillers and engineers can do the exploration work and support can move the rigfig out again

before the ground and ice begin to thaw in may fitzgerald said that the colville project took

approximately 30 days to complete and a skeleton crew will now maintain the road until the

rigs are moved out in the spring

the colville ice road travels across land owned by arctic slope regional corporation peak

worked extensively with ASRC and specifically the kuupikkumpik corporation in the village ofofnuiqsutnuiqsut
to hire several skilled north slope borough residents as drivers and laborers on the job debbie
akpik ofofASASRCsRCs barrow office and sandrasandraahtuantaniakofthcahtuangaruakahtuantaruak of the kuupikkumpik corporation provided
peak with a thorough infoinformationmation packet on each candidate and made every effort to help

contact people when they were needed on short notice

kathy murphy childs is an employment and training program assistant with peak alaska
ventures inc she is also a doyon limited shareholder living in anchorage
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