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raymond meredith stands inin thedeepestparithe deepest part of the excavationexcavationatnikofskiatffikolski inn chalukd
moundwund a desidesignatedpated Natinationalonat historic site photo by dr oil laughlin

aleutian students learn about
archeologicalarchaeologicalarcheological studies culture

swenttwenttwentyy aleutian region school
district students in grades 7 8 and 9
from akutan atka false pass and
nelson lagoon flew to nikolski sept
28 for a meekeek iongong c ended
classroom experienceexncnenccexnerience ol01of ar-
chaeologicalchaeological investigationinvestigatiom indgild aleut
culture

they were joined by hethe nikolski
students and tour instructors irom
around the district they worked in
chalukachaloka mound a designated na-
tional historic site in the community
of nikolski the site contains 5000
years of artifacts from aleut ancestors
who made their living from the boun-
tiful sea that surrounded them

from chalukachaloka mound anangulaanangularAnangula
island can be seen six miles out in

nikolski bay it was the terminus of
the bering land bridge where the
predecessors of the aleutsaleuns first settl-
ed 9000 years ago

foremost authority on aleut history
dr bill laughlin from the universi-
ty of connecticut led thehe expedition
he has conducted studies in nikolski
since 1938

the project was funded through the
indian education program students
learned how to do a scientific excava
liontion as well as how to identify various
bone and stone tools they also met
with elders in the community examin-
ed an old barabra which is now used
for a steam bath and had a tour of the
russian orthodox church

another highlight for the students
was a chance to ride horses from the
sheep ranch in the community several
of the kids had never seen a real live
horse

the students returned to their home
community to share their experiences
with the other students and their
communities


