
. . - -

Ruby mourns death of-

community
of-

community
of

community postmaster
by Mike HinmanItlnmanItlnman-

Tundra7Tundrandm ?Timestinesmes staff

The killer is stillstillunknownunknown and thethe-

village
the-

villagevillage of Ruby --- and upriver and down-

stream
down-

stream
downdown-¬-

stream --- will be uneasy until the mur-

der
mut-

der
murmut-mutmur-¬-

der is solved .

Agnes Marie Wright , 32 , was mur-

dered
mur-

dered
murmur-¬-

dered on June 20 ,, while on duty in thethe-

village
the-

villagevillage post office where she had beenbeen-

Postmaster
been-

PostmasterPostmaster for five years ,

Ruby is a smallsmallvillagevillage of 200 on thethe-

Yukon
the-

YukonYukon River between Galeena andand-
CiIS

and-
T44r*

TrCiISfananiffanani'anarf** rif",.;
f '

anarfA
A joint investigation by the AlaskaAlaska-

State

Alaska-

StateState Troopers and the Postal Inspection-

Service

Inspection-

is

Inspection
Service is currently under way .

Wright was found by her daughter ,

Jenasey Esmailka , 15 , beaten , cut andandshotshotshot-

at

shot-

atat 6:30630: p.mpm. . , about an hour after thethe-

scheduled
the-

scheduledscheduled closing time of the post office .

Wright'sWrights' vehicle was found later , aban-

doned
aban-

doned
abanaban-¬-

doned near the airstrip .

The specifics of her death and thethe-

autopsy

the-

autopsyautopsy report are not being releasedreleased-

because
released-

becausebecause the facts are known only to thethe-

investigating

the-

investigatinginvestigating officers and the murderer ,

said Steve WilhelmiWilhelml , a spokesperson forfor-

thethe Troopers .

The iillerkiller has not been arrested . OneOne-

of
One-

ofof the early leadsleadswaswas a man who waswas-

described
was-

describeddescribed by witnesses as a white male ,

a stranger to the town , 5 ftft.. , 8 in . , aboutabout-

with1601601bs00-

by

Ibs . with long blond hair .
1601bs"They're

""They'reTheyre' not so sure that'sthats' a solidsolid-

lead
solid-

leadlead ,
" said WilhelmiWillielmi .

A searchsearchofof the river and surround-

ing

surround-

ing

surroundsurround-¬-

ing areas diddidnotnot turn up anyone or any-

evidence
anyany-

evidenceevidence .

evidenceThe
The tragedy in Ruby is reminiscentreminiscent-

ofof the murder in Manly in 1984 . A strangerstranger-

came
stranger-

camecame into town and killedkilledninenine peoplepeople-

before
people-

beforebefore being killed by troopers .

The Postal Inspection Service is of-

fering
ofof-

fering
of-of¬-

fering a reward of $$100,000100000, for informa-

tion

informa-

tion

informainforma- ¬-

tion andandservicesservices leading to an arrest andand-

conviction
and-

convictionconviction.. The murder ofofaa postal em-

pl

em-

ployee
emem-¬-

plployeeyee on duty is a federalfederaloffenseoffense , pun-

ishable
punpun-pun-

ishable
pun-pun¬-

ishable by death .

The Postal Service has hadhadonlyonly fivefive-

employees
five-

employeesemployees murdered nationwide , includ-

ing

includ-

ing

includinclud-¬-
ing Wright , in the past three years whilewhile-

on
while-

onon official duty , according to Jim BordentBorden ,

a spokesperson for the Postal InspectionInspection-

Service

Inspection-

ServiceService in Anchorage .

The questions remain : who did this-

and
thisthis-

andand why? A possible motive is robbery ,

but the an audit is being conducted to seesee-

if

see-

if
see

ifanythingifanythingifanything is missing from the post office .

WilhelmiWithelmi wouldwouldnotnot reveal any sus-

pects
sus-

pects
sussus-¬-

pects or motives about the case , sayingsaying-

that
saying-

thatthat the investigation is continuing ,. j)
WrightjWrightleft behind her daughtersdaughters-

Jenasey
daughters-

enasey]Jenaseyenasey , Nicole , 4 , and son Darren , 3 ., She-

also

She .

also leaves her husband , Joseph WrightWright-

and
Wright-

andand parents , Florence and HaroldHarold-
Esmailka

Harold-
EsmailkaEsmailka along with a large extended fam-

ily

fam-

ily

famfam-fam-fam¬-

ily .

Wright'sWrights' body , after being flown toto-

Anchorage

to-

AnchorageAnchorage for on autopsy ,.was returnedreturned-

toto Ruby on Thursday with the burialburialandandand-

potlatch
and-

potlatchpotlatch on Friday .


