
CIRI asks blessing , breaks grgroundundon'on'on N, NativeNativemedicali eQoutpatient'

Jp ti to1* , medicalmedicaldi I
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by Janice RyanRyan-

Cook

Ryan-
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A groundbreaking ceremony andand-

blessing

and-

blessingblessingblessingwerewere held on June 5 in Anchor-

age

Anchor-

age

AnchorAnchor-¬-

age at the future site of the Anchorage NaNa-

tive

Na-

tive

Na-Na¬-

tive Primary Health Care Center .

The new 40,00040000, sq . ft . facility willwill-

provide

will-

provideprovide much-neededmuchneededmucl1-neededmucl1;- outpatient exami-

nation

exami-

nation
examiexami-¬-

nation rooms for family medicine andand-

other

and-

otherother ambulatory services through thethe-

Alaska

the-

AlaskaAlaska Native Medical "'"CenterCenter'Center .

The facility was made possible by an

agreement between Cook Inlet Region ,

Inc . , SouthcentralSouthcentra FoFoundationFoundationndation andIUldand the in-

than

nin-inIn¬-

dianthan Health ServiceServi e ., CIRI will buildb ild the fafa-

cility

fa-fa¬-

cility immediately adjacent
.

to' the newnew-

hospital

new-

hospitalhospital.,
"""WeWe see this agreement as a great exex-

ample

ex-

ample

ex-ex¬-

ample of Alaska Native organizationsorganizations-
working

organizations-
workingworking with the federal government toto-

provide

to-

provideprovide important health care and otherother-

services

other-

servicesservices for Alaska Natives ,, " said CarlCarl-

Marrs

Carl-

MarrsMarrs , president of CIRI .
""OKI'sOKIs"CIRI'sCIRIs' Real EsEs-

tate

Es-

tate

Es-Es¬-

tate Department is financingfmandng the project-

'which
project-project,,;-;

,

','whichwhich will be lleasedased, by SouthcentraljSouthcentraSouthcentfal ,
FoundationFoundatlon to house services that will be

''II ' ''II' .(.", . ",

funded by IHSIHS
.;,

The arrangementarrangement allowsallows-

the

allowsallows-

thethe regionalregionalcorporationcorporation , non-profitnonprofitnon-profitnonprofitnon-profitiealihnonprofitiealihnonprofitiealih-
corporation

- )Jlhealthalihalih-

corporaticorporaticorporationcorporationcorporationandandn'dnd' IHSItlS too workwoworkkkt. togethert gethgethrr toto-

meet

to-

meetmeet a
.,.commoncommoncommon gogoall.. W"'W-

TlTlTleTheThee AnchorAnchorgeAnchorageAnchoragege
.
NativeNativeNative pPrimaryPnmarypHealth-

-HealthHealthHealth-

Care

Health-

Care

Health

Care CenterCentere ter',wiwillwiiliaccommodate1,: accommodateccoccoUzodate'the;Uzodate'theUzodatetheUzodate'theout' thethetheoutoutout-

patient
out-

patient

out-out¬-
patient anandand'ambulatorycareandambulatorycarettb''ambulatoryambulatoryb f iory ,care needsne'edS'iliit-

the

ne'edS'iliitneedSiliitneeds-tfiatneedstfiatneedstfiat-

the

' '-
'tnat

the nnewneww ANMCANMCANMCcannotccnnocannotcannotnno 'provide'provide .

""TheThe need for these additional facili-

ties
facilifacUifacili-¬.-

.

ties resulted becaubecause ththe populationpoputatl n propro-

jections

pro-

jections

pro-pro¬-

jections used by the Indian Health SServiceService-

IHS

Servicervicervice-

elHS(elHSIHS) in the 1980s severely underestiunderesttunderestl-

matgd

underestl-underestl¬.-
matedmatgdt\.slt.slt.slsl\:. ,

diethee
_"
immigration,8ttion! of Alaska

.

.asas !'{NativesNatives-

from
ative .,'fromfwmfrom ruralm1coinmunitiesrural"communitiesruralcommunities1 communitiescoinmunities,to AnchorageAnAnchorage11ragerage anoTand

the
.
high

.

"

"birthbirthbirthbirthraterratete
.
ofof NatlvNative popUpopulations

. .

ationswations-
wK

,
"

.* V .MM rft W ' 1 ''ii'it* --tt *
*ffiV* * * 7-t1-7t17t14t- - 4t (vvY,/ --YYvKKatherinet1rn1rn1Gros( GrosGrosdidierGrosdtdierli ,'p'reipreipresident1 t andJ'chiefchief-

executive
chiefefef-

e

J

eexecutiveexecutiveexecutiveofficerecutive officerofficerofof SCF explainedxplainedexplained ,

.;,.Alaska1Alaska1Alaska ' NatiNativeNativee ,
6beneficiariesbeneficiariesi( d ri s

'

ininthethethe-

Anchorag
the-

AnchorageAnchorageAnchorag
,

aeaareaarea.bave1ncreasedareabave1ncreased{ '.
haveave ,), 'increased1 ie : d frqmhromfrom

(

1010,000100000,9000900,090,.
in.b.11b111970197099tontoton, nearly

.

.arlarl 25,0002500025,00025000257000.in.l'96257000in.l96257000inl96, , .
taIn

,.
1996' .

TheTh.eTheThe
. }Anchorage''oror ge

'

Nativeat\\vatv\ .
,PrimaryPrimary-

Health
Primary-

Health
\

Health CareCare CenteiCenteiwillCenter will capitalizecapttallie on newnew.-

m

new-

medical.,.mm.medicalmedicaldS ! P.aPapractices!. ,

whichwhd! enencourage, urage C05-

tsaving

cost-

saving

cost-

saving
cost-costC05t-C05t-

savingsaving outpatfentoutpatientoutpatient ratherrather thanthan inpatientinpatient-

treatment

inpatient-

treatmenttreatmenttreatment-
oo

whenever, ve popossibleible .

The facility Isis scheduledscheduled
,

to open in-

June

in-

June
in

June 1997 when the new ANMC opens .


