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Sm,veygshaws concern about villages and the 1ust|ce system

One hundred and sevemy-ﬂve resi-

dents in 28 villages located in' 11 Alaska,

Native Regional Corporation areas were
interviewed in a survey designed to obtain
information for assessing and improving
public safety operations and services in
rural villages of Alaska. It was conducted

‘on-site and examined local attitudes to-

ward issues of publlc safety in predomi-
nantly Native communities throughout the
state.

Although the majority.of residents
and officials who participated in the pub-

lic safety survey conducted by the Uni- -

versity of Alaska Anchor-
age Justice ‘Center re-
ported viewing their com-
munities as normally safe
places to live, they ex-
pressed concerns about
the quantity and quality
of services they receive

- from the Alaska criminal

justice systemi

The researchers found that through-
out the communities surveyed, prosecu-
tion, ‘court, and correctional officials, in
particular, were viewed as being uncon-

‘cerned about local governance arrange-

ments, practices, and problems, and in-
sensitive to values, feelings, and priorities
of village residents and officials. Few
interviewees could recall a visit to their
village by a local prosecutor or.court or
correctional official, Village officials fre-
quently reported a nearly total absence of
communication with justice system per-
sonnel who are assigned to serve their

communities, Aroong other areas of. ex-..

pressed concern were the lack of knowl-
edge on the part of Alaska justice officials
of Native culture and lifestyles, tribal and
Indian law, and decision-making practices
of local communities; failure by’ justice
officials to communicate with local offi-

cials) about processing and charging de-
cisions; arbitrarily developed and im-
posed policies and rules related to the
administration of local justice; and inad-
equate legal consultation or advice from
Alaska justice agencics.
. While most village officials indicated
a preference for their own police of pub-
lic safety officers, they also expressed a
need for more Alaska State 'l'roopers to
work with them on community social and
crime problems.
Many of the villages. surveyed were
found to have established, without sup-

Eight times as many people identified
tribal courts as identified state courts
as the most effective group to stop
drug and alcobol abuse.
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port from the Alaska justice system, their
own policies and methods for dealing
with most crime and social control prob-
lems in the communities. Despite the
importance of these extralegal local prac-
tices to villages, in general they seem to
be unrecognized or ignored by justice sys-
tem employees who are assigned to serve
communities.

The following are among other find-
ings of the study:

e Nearlyall interviewees (90 percent)
reported satisfaction with living in their
communities and with their lifestyle. Over
85 percent reported viewing the commu-

, ity as a.good place to raise children.

o Over half the respondents reported
a belief that crime in their community has
remained unchanged or decreased both
during their lifetimes.and in the past five
years.

o Although nearly all of the respon-

dents repotted viewing. their vﬂlages as
normally safe, their greatest fear is the

possibility of an incident involving an ;

intoxicated, armed, or rowdy person.

e Interviewees identified the major
problems in theircommunities as alcohol,
drugs, lack of 16cal paying jobs, and in-
adequate sanitation systems, Alcohol is
seen as causing nearly all crimes; drugs
contribute,

e Communities differ widely on the
extent of crime; characteristics of living
conditions, community priorities, and
decision-making arrangements for dealing
with community affairs and problems.

 Most respondents indicated a pref-
erence for having crime and social con-
trol problems handled by people in the
community with support from the troop-
ers. (i.e. Thirty-seven percent indicated
village police or public safety officers
should play a leading role in controlling
crime as compared to 17 percent who
believed the lead should be the respon-
sibility of the Alaska State Troopers.)

: © Most communities have either es-
tablished or are in the process of devel-
oping new community methods, includ-
ing adjudlication methods, for dealing with
social control,

* Over 80 percent of the respondents
felt that families and local organizations
are more effective in stopping drug and
alcohol abuse than are courts and police.
Eight times as many people identified
tribal courts as identified state courts as
the most effective group to stop drug and
alcohol abuse. ‘

The Justice Center report includes
quantified summaries of respondent an-
swers to survey questions as well as tran-
scripts of the explanatory comments from
interviewees. The survey was part of a
larger project conducted for the Depart-
ment of Public Safety under a grant from
the Office of Justice Programs, U.S. De-
partment of Justice. Copies of the report
Public Safety and Policing in Alaska Na-
tive Villages are available for reproduction
cost through the Justice Center at (907)
786-1810.



