
Arctic Survival-SurvivalSllrvival-SllrvivalSurviv-

alation
-

TimelySllrvivalTimelySurvivalTimely MiMiationMigrationation of Tomcod Proved Arctic UfesaverLifesaver
Published t) In Tundra TlrrTimesTimes-

Nov
Times-

NovNov . 19 ., 19621962-

By

1962-

ByBy HOWARDOWARDIHOWARD ROCKROCK-

Times
ROCK-

Times
ROCK-

TimesTimes EditorEditor-
Tomcod

Editor-
Tomcod

Editor-
TomcodTomcod , the little fish thatthat-

never
that-

nevernever seems to travel on scheduleschedule-
but

schedule-
butbut seems to turn up when mostmost-
needed

most-
neededneeded , is perhaps one of the imim-imim-

portant
im-

portant
¬-

portant livinghVlng things in the existexist-exist-
ence

exist-
ence

¬-

ence ofofmanman in the Arctic .

In the past , there have beenbeen-
lean

been-
leanlean years in the north when thethe-
little

the-
littlelittle tomcodtomcodmJdetomcodmademademJde its timelytimely-
appearance

timely-
appearanceappearance to relievereheve the meagermeager-
diet

meager-
dietdiet the Eskimo experiencedexperienced-
when

experienced-
whenwhen hunting conditions werewere-
unfavorable

were-
unfavorableunfavorable
unfavorableUsually

Usually by the millions , thethe-

tomcod
the-

tomcodtomcod teem in the sea underunder-
the

under-
thethe ice . ,

When a run is heavy , the

Eskimos pick up their specialspecial-

made
special-

mademade hooks and , literally , dipdip-

them
dip-

themthem in and pullpu)1pu1) them out ,

hooking the little fish with alal-alal-

most

al-

most
¬-

most monotonous regularity .

Hooks to catch tomcod havehave-

to
have-

toto be made specially .

The men carve inchinchandand aa-

quarter
a-

quarterquarter long pieces of walruswalrus-

ivory
walrus-

ivoryivory into shapes something likelike-

aa curved teardrop . FourFFiiurur of these
!\'

are made on which a hook oror-

barb
or-

barbbarb is fastened .

A sinker is also fashionedfa hlOned outout-

of
out-

ofof ivory . ThisTIllS is carved like aa-

teardrop
a-

teardropteardrop , also , and polished . ThisThis-

sinker
This-

sinkersinker is also mademdde into a largelarge-

hook
large-

hookhook with four prongs ItItISisI-
Sabout

is-

aboutabout three inches long .

When the liookshookslooks[ have beenbeen-

made
been-

mademade , the men take seagull wings .,

split the quill intoin to sections andand-
gently

and-
gentlygently scrape them smooth .

These sections are about eighteight-
inches

eight-
inchesinches long . Four of these quillquill-
pieces

quill-
piecespieces are requiredrequi red .

When ready , the men carefulcareful-careful-

ly
careful-

ly
¬-

ly fasten them to the bottom ofof-

the
of-

thethe sinker .

At thistIllS stage , when the sinkersll1kersll1kerI-

S

sinker-

isis heldheldupup in the air each of thethe-

hooks
the-

hookshooks flaretldr'etldre' out gently inlit fourfour-

equ.tlly
four-

equallyequallyequ.tllyequtlly. spacedspdced directionsdlreclons! TheThe-

Idea
The-

ideaidea is to keep the hooks fromfrom-

tJnghng
from-

tanglingtanglingtJnghng while being usedused-

The
used-

The
used-

TheThe bookmakerhookmdkerhookmaker is now readyready-

toto attachdttach the long hook lineIlI1c toto-

the
to-

thethe sinker
sinkerThe
The hook line1ll1e is mademdde out ofof-

bdleen
of-

baleenbaleenbdleen or whalebone , which heliehe-

has
lie-

hashas split into1I1to long stringsstnngs If thethe-

baleen
the-

baleenbaleen is 10 feet long ,. he tusIushas a

10-foot10footU-footU1 -- long baleenbJleen string Helielie-

scrapes
lie-

scrapesscrapes them carefully andand-

rounds
and-

roundsrounds them into ad string lessless-

than
less-

thanthan an eighth ofofanan inchII1chinchininIn-

diameter
in-

diameterdiameter ..

He makes severaleverJI of thesethese-

dependll1g
these-

dependingdependingdependll1gdependll1gondependingonon the length of thethe-

length
the-

lengthlength of the baleen Helie tiestiCStiC-
Sthem

ties-

therethemthere together withwithaa specialspecIJIspecIJI-

knot
special-

knotknot themthen will not slipslip-

This
slIp-

This
slip-

ThisThis done ,. helie fastens the linelll1elll1e-

to
line-

toto a shortshor\shorshorf\ fishpolef hpole ThisTIllS pole isI-
Sabout

is-

aboutabout a foot andJnd aJ halfhJlf in lengthlength-

ItIt is nudemade out of wood ,. thethe-

ends
the-

endsends of which hadhJd been carvedeJrvedeJrved-

out
carved-

outout forminglornung anIn oval with aJJhtslit\hthtslit-

opening
\ ht-

openingopening at each endend-

The
end-

The
end-

TheThe baleen fishfhf \hh\ lineIme is thenthen-

coiled
then-

coiledcoiledcoiledonon thitheth ' pole fromfrum end toto-

end
to-

endend Women usuallyusudlly lishfishh h torlorlor-

tomcod
tor-

tomcodtomcod Often , they drivednve dog-dogdog-

teams
dog-

teams
dog-

teams
-

teams takingtak1l1g aJongalong with themthem-

one
them-

oneone or two of their childrenchildrenhowho\\hohowho-

are
\ ho-

arcarearc big enough to helphelp-

A

help-

A

help-

AA hole in111 the ice is mademJde withwith-

aa long-handledlonghandledlonghandledIce- ice pick TomcodTomcod-
f

Tomcod-
slung

Tomcod-
fishingfishingf slung begins When aJ run isI-
Sespecially

is-

especiallyespecially heavy aJ sled loadloadIloadisisIis-

caughtcaughtcdught in a short tunetunctimetune-

It
tunc-

It
time-

ItItItIisI very common to catchcatch-

aa tomcod in each of the fourfour-

hooks
four-

hookshooks on the lineIlI1e and some areare-

snagged
are-

snaggedsnagged on the sinker hookhook-

For
hohook-

For
) kk-

ForFor lure ,. anything reddish oror-

yellowish
or-

yellowishyellowish is attached to thethe-

hooks
the-

hookshooks
hooksIn

In the fall of the year in111 thethe-

Arctic
the-

ArcticArctic heavy winds usuallyU Udlly ragerage-

creating
rage-

creatingcreating huge waves breakingbreak1l1gbreak1l1g-

along
breaking-

alongalong the beaches At such timeslmeslmes-
many

times-

many
!

many tomcods are washedwashed-

ashore
washed-

ashoreashore They are pickedpickedupup stillstilIstilI-

wiggling
still-

wigglingwiggling fresh out of the seasea-

As
sea-

As
sea-

AsAs food tomcodtomcodISis not necesneces-neces-

sarily
neces-

sarily
¬-

sarily a favorite diet of thethe-

Eskimos
the-

EskimosEskimos but it is a welcomed

changechJnge from the other foodsfoods-

ll
foods-

II
foods-

ItllIIIt is served boiled ,. fried oror-

froen
or-

frozenfro/enfroenfrozen/ It isi alsoabo dried ,. strungslrungslrung-
througll

strung-
throughthroughthrougll the gillsglll and hung afterafter-

the
after-

thethe innards haveluve been removedremoved-
Husky

removed-
Hu

removed-
HuskyHuskyHu ky dogs relish tomcodttomcod-

The
) mcodmcod-

TheThe littlehttle fishfi h apparentlyJppuently furnishrurl11 hh-

a
.

a v'ltanimvltanimVltJ111111Vitamin' the dogs need InIn2\2212I\12-

days
:!

daysdJY or twotwoeeksweeks\\eekseeks\ afterJfter aJ diet'llietlliet' ofof-

somesomeome tomcod thetine coatCOJt of01 thethe-

Jng
the-

dogsdogsJng taketJ"etJe" on aJ sheen andJnd thethe-

dogs
the-

dogsdogs are happyhJpP> and.lI1dlI1d. healthyhealthy-

In
hCJlth

In ancient tunestllne\tllnetimestllnethe\ the womenwomen-
klllned

women-
skinnedskinned\klllnedklllned\ the tomcodtOlllcudtonmcod ,. drieddned thethe-

skin
the-

skinskin and usedusedItit jsasJ .11a. containercontJlI1ercontJlI1er-
for

container-
forfor their finetinet neneI1esinews\I1eI1e\ . It keptl'pllpl' thethlthl-

lllew
the-

sinew
'

smew\lllewlllewsinew\ in111lit perfectperledpertect consistencycon\l\tencconltenc\ \ torhHhH-

Immediate
tor-

immediateimmediate useu\eueuse-

The
ue-

fhe
use-

f
\

Thefhef he litlittletie tomcodtomco tudh.ldhldh.idhidh.ldJh.ida. ja Jetdetdel iminiilliteillite-

role
It-IttoIt-

role

to-

role

-

role in111 the survivalsurvlVJlolofut the peoplepeople-
inin111 the ArcticArcllc ItsI t presencepre ence inIIIviiII-

IgreJt

vi-

igreatgreatgreJt numbers in the ArcticArcilCArcilCe.lseas\e.l\e.lseas-

must
\ e.-

lmllt
. \

mustmll\tmllt\ behe the reasonreJ\mreJm\ , why the hairh.llrhllrhair-

seal
.

sealedl andJndandotherother-other- ther seaseJ mammalsI11J1I1111JIsI11J1I1111J-

IsJbound

mammals-
aboundaboundJbound ThusThll ,. the tomcod mustmu\tmutmut-
be

must-

he
\

behe classedclJs ed asJ\JJolle\ oneolle ofot greatgre.1Igre1I. im1111-1111im-im11-

11portance

im-

portance

¬-

.
portance in111 the existenceeXI tence ofot mannl.ll1nlll1man-

in

.
in1I1 the Arctic


