
NORTH STAR IIII MEEI1NGMEETING , TOPIC
Native RepresentativesRepresentative ,

BI-ABIABIAB - ,, GAOGAOto-WeighGAOtoWeightoto-WeighNeigh - --

Fate of Famous VesselVesselB-
yByfiy NORMA BOWKETTOWKETTBOWKETT-

Staff
BOWKETT-

Staff
OWKETT-

StaffStaff WriterWriter-

Bureau

Writer-

BureauBureauureau of Indian Affairs officials and Alaska nativenative-

representatives
native-

representativesrepresentatives willwi1lwi1lmeetwillmeetmeet with General Accounting Ofof-of-
fjc

Of-

fice
¬-

ficefjc officials in Anchorage FridayFridaytoto make their wisheswishes-

known
wishes-

knownknown concerningconcerningthethe future of B1AlA supplysupplyshipship NorthNorth-
Star

North-
StarStar III . I/

As a result of Alaska nativesnatives-

writing
natives-

writingwriting letters opposing the withWith-With-

drawal
with-

drawal
¬-

drawal of North Star IIIIll fromfrom-

Alaskan
from-

AlaskanAlaskan waters , BIA officialsofficials-
have

officials-
havehave invitedinvitedareaarea representativesrepresentatives-
from

representatives-
fromfrom Barrow , Norton Sound andand-

Bethel
and-

BethelBethel to present their ideas atat-

a

at-

aa BIA exit interviewmteTVIew withWithaa GAOGAO-

audit
GAO-

auditaudit team whichwhichISis consideringconsidering-
recommendIng

considering-
recommendingrecommending that BIA no lonlon-lon-

ger
lon-

ger
¬-

ger uuseC.>e the North Star IIIIllIllininmm-

Alaska
in-

AlaskaAlaska , accordingaccordmg to John Moore ,

Assistant Area DirectorDtrector for BIA ,
Moore will also be inm attendanceattendance-
atat the meeting .

In response to a query fromfrom-

the
from-

thethe TuridraTurtdrdTundra TunesTimesTUl1 s , Moore exex-exex-

plained
¬.-

plainedplamed that a"GAOaGAOa-GAOaGAO"-'- audit teamteam-

has
team-

hashas written a letter informingmformmgmformmg-
BIA

informing-
BIABIA officials that the team isis-

considering
is-

consideringconsidering recommending thatthat-

use
that-

useuse of the North Star IIIIll bebe-

discontinued
be-

discontinueddiscontinued because the governgovern-govern-

ment

¬.-

ment can carry supplies to coacoa-coa-

stal
coa-

stal
¬-

stal communitiescommumtIes "cheapercheaper" byby-

contract
by-

contractcontract earnercarTIercarrier . "

A suggested carriercarner , MooreMoore-

said
Moore-

saidsaid , is one which currentlycurrently-
moves

currently-
movesmoves freight for the CoastCoast-

Guard
Coast-

GuardGuard and White Alice .

The exit interviewmtervlew , MooreMoore-

said
Moore-

saidsaid , will give BIABlA officials andand-

Alaska
and-

AlaskaAlaska natives an opportunityopportumtyopportumty-
for

opportunity-
forfor rebuttal .

What the team is sayingsaymg ,

Moore said , is that $191,000191000$191,000-
can

$ ,

can be saved per year by usingusmgusmg-
a

using-
aa contract carriercarner .

But , Moore said , "wewe" havehave-

no
have-

nono indicationmdication from the SecreSecre-Secre-

tary's
Secre-

tary's
¬-

tary'starys' office or the CommissioCommissIO-CommissIO-

ner's
Commissio-

ner's
¬-

ner'sners' office-orofficeor- from Congress-CongressCongress-

that
Congress-

that
Congress-

that
-

that thetfJe amount ,. quality andddh..-hh-.... ',,kindkmd ofofservicesservices is to be changed . 1' .

"UntilUntil" we get this kind ofof-

recommendation
of-

recommendationrecommendation ," he continuedcontmued ,

"wewe" have no choice but to supsup-sup-
port

sup-
port

¬-

port what the letters of thethe-

native
the-

nativenative people say they continuecontinue-
toto want.. "

Basically , Moore said , thethe-

Continued

the-

Continued

the-

Continued( Continued on Page 6)6)



North StarStarCon-

tinued( Continued from page 1)11-

)North
1-

)North
)

North Star III111 , which has serser-ser-

viced
¬.-

viced communitiescommunities for over halfhalf-

aa century , guarantees deliverydelivery-

toto the communities for whichwhich-

the
which-

thethe freightfreigbt is intended .

"CommercialCommercial" carriers don'tdontdon't-
do

don't-
do

'
do that ," he said , pointing outout-

that
out-

thatthat a clause in contracts withwith-

commercial
with-

commercialcommercial carriers allows thethe-

carriers
the-

carrierscarriers to deliver freight to thethe-

nearest
the-

nearestnearest port if weather condicondi-condi-

tions
condi-

tions
¬-

tions are bad . Then , MooreMoore-

said
Moore-

saidsaid , "it'sits" ' up to the person whowho-

JIas

who-

hashasJIas the freight to move it toto-

where
to-

wherewhere it is needed ..""
Alaskan "tidetide" , wind , waterwater-

and
water-

andand weather conditions do notnot-

Inake
not-

makemakeInake this feasible in any year "
along the coastalcoastalregionsregions of AlaAla-Ala-

ska
Ala-

ska
¬-

ska , Moore said .

In111 fact , Moore said , it waswas-

because
was-

becausebecause BIA could not findfmdfmdcomfindcomcomcom-com-

mercial
com-

mercial
¬-

mercialmercialcarrierscarriers who would guagua-gua-

rantee
¬.-

rantee delivery to schools inin-

Alaska
in-

AlaskaAlaska , that BIA began to opeope-ope-

rate
ope-

rate
¬-

rate the North Star III here .

Throughout the years , he said ,

the program has grown to thethe-

point
the-

pointpoint where personnel from thethe-

supply
the-

supplysupply ship have provided spespe-spespe-

cial
¬.-

cial services in the communitiescommunities-
they

communities-
theythey service .

Examples ?
The North StarSta , III providesprovides-

"engineers
provides-

"engineers"engineersengineers" to go ashore and rereore-rereo-

pair
re-

pair
¬-

pair village lights plants ,,"" MooreMoore-

said
Moore-

saidsaid , "atat" no additional cost toto-

the
to-

thethe community except parts . ... "
Personnel from the ship inin-inin-

stall
in-

stall
¬-

stall bulk fuel tanks or radioradio-

antennas
radio-

antennasantennas in communities , andand-

the
and-

thethe ship provides "transportationtransportation"transportation-
for

"
for persons for medical care ,,"" hehe-

added
he-

addedadded .
"WeWe" don'tdont' believe " the gogo-gogo-

vernment
go-

vernment
-¬

vernment can service these comcom-com-

munities
¬.-

munities cheaper by contractcontract-
carrier

contract-
carriercarrier , Moore said , jfif "wewe" areare-

to
are-

toto provide the kind of servicesservices-

the
services-

thethe North Star III111Ill has historihistori-histori-
cally

¬.-
cally provided for the coastalcoastal-
communities

coastal-
communitiescommunities ..""

In addition , Moore said , BIABIA-

officials
BIA-

officialsofficials "alsoalso" have a differencedifference-
ofofofopinionopinion" (with the GAO auau-auau-

dit
¬.-

dit teamon) what "thethe" dischargedischarge-
point

discharge-
pointpoint is for some communities ..""

As an example , Moore citedcited-

the
cited-

thethe village of Wales . The auditaudit-
team's

audit-
team'steam'steams' rationale is , he said ,

"WhyWhy" should two ships go toto-

the
to-

thethe same port ? " But , Moore ,

said , the North Star HIIII goes toto-

Wales
to-

WalesWales . The contract carriercarrier-
"goes

carrier-
"goes"goesgoes" to Tin City , several milesmiles-

north
miles-

northnorth , in deep water , with goodgood-

anchorage
good-

anchorageanchorage .:"' ,

The only way residents ofof-

Wale
of-

WalesWalesWale can get their supplies toto-

that
to-

thatthat community from Tin City ,
Moore said , is by "smallsmall" craft-craftcraft-

or
craft-

or
craft-

or
-

or by waiting till freeze up andand-

going
and-

goinggoing overland .

"EitherEither" way ,,"" he emphasized ,
"itit" is an additional cost to thethe-

people
the-

peoplepeople of Wales ."


