
BIA keeps Native education
WASHINGTON , D.CDC. . - TheThe-

Senate
The-

SenateSenate has passed the DepartDepart-Depart-
ment

Depart-
ment

¬-

ment of Education bill on a votevote-

of
vote-

ofof 72-17217272-117211-. I 1I , after deleting a provisprovis-provis-
ion

provis-
ion

¬-

ion that would have transferredtransferred-
Indian

transferred-
IndianIndian education programs fromfrom-

the
from-

thethe Department of Interior toto-

the
to-

thethe proposed education departdepart-depart-
ment

depart-
ment

¬-

ment .

The amendmentam ndment deletingdeletlOg thethe-

transfer
the-

transfertransfer of the Bureau of IndianIndian-
Affairs

Indian-
AffairsAffairs education programs waswas-

introduced
was-

introducedintroduced by Senator Ted SteSte-Ste-

vens
Ste-

vens
¬-

vens . It passed by a vote of 47-4747-

39
47-

39
47-

39
-

39 .,

During the debate on hishis-

amendment
his-

amendmentamendment , Stevens said therethere-
was

there-
waswas overwhelming oppositionopposition-
toto the transfer from the AmerAmer-Amer-

ican
Amer-

ican
¬-

ican Indian community , nationnation-nation-
wide

nation-
wide

¬-

wide . Heading the list of opposoppos-oppos-

ition
oppos-

ition
¬-

ition to the proposal ,, he said ,,

was the Alaska Federation ofof-

Natives
of-

NativesNatives .

"II" strongly opposed thisthis-

provision
this-

provisionprovision in committee becausebecause-

the
because-

thethe vast majority of NativeNative-

Americans
Native-

AmericansAmericans do not support suchsuchasuch-
transfer

such-
transfer

a
transfer ," he said . "TheyThey" opposeoppose-

itit because they feel that the billbill-

does
bill-

doesdoes not adequatelyadequdtely addressaddress-

trust
address-

trusttrust responsibilityresponsibihty or their tribaltribal-

sove

tribal-

sovereigntysovereigntysove re igo ty rightsrigh ts . "
Stevens said the purpose ofof-

the
of-

thethe Indian Self DeterminationDetermination-
andand Education Assistance Act isIS-

to
is-

toto allow the decisions affecting

Indians and Alaska Natives to bebe-

made
be-

mademade in tribal council rooms andand-

by
and-

byby NativeNativl' corporations "andand" notnot-

in

not-

inin Washington , D.CDC. .
"

The Alaskan senator said thatthat-

the
that-

thethe administration has made aa-

commitment
a-

commitmentcommitment to the Indian andand-

Native
and-

NativeNative communities that theythey-

would
they-

wouldwould be consulted before iniini-iniini-

tiating
ini-

tiating
¬-

tiating changes that would diredire-dire-

ctly
dire-

ctly
¬-

ctly affect them . The proposedproposed-
transfer

proposed-
transfertransfer for the BIA educationeducation-

programs
education-

programsprograms would have been "inin"in-

direct
"In-

direct
"

direct violation of thattllat propro-pro-

mise
pro-

mise

¬-

mise ," Stevens said .,

He argues thatth ,t the.. BIA couldcould-

best
could-

bestbest administer educationaleducational-

programs
educational-

programsprograms for Indians and NaNa-NaNa-

tives

Na-

tives

¬-

tives because the BIABlA "inin" manymany-

instances
many-

instancesinstances , acts as a local educaeduca-educa-

tional
educa-

tional
¬-

tional agency . "

"TheThe" Bureau is responsibleresponsible-
forfor hiring teachers , determiningdetermining-
curriculum

determining-
curriculumcurriculum , building maintenmainten-mainten-

ance
mainten-

ance
¬-

ance , building construction , runrun-runrun-

ning
run-

ning
¬-

ning boarding schools , and aa-

host

a-

hosthost of other activities which setset-

it
set-

itit apart from the grant and loanloan-

processing
loan-

processingprocessing functions of the prepre-prepre-

sent
pre-

sent

¬-

sent Office of Education .
"

Stevens added that at somesome-

future
some-

futurefuture date the Native AmericanAmerican-

community
American-

communitycommunity may opt to have thethe-

BIA

the-

BIABIA education programs incluinclu-inclu-

ded
inclu-

ded

¬-

ded in the Department of EducaEduca-Educa-

tion
Educa-

tion
¬-

tion , but "thethe" choice should bebe-

thei
be-

theirstheirsthei rs .
".


