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AIaskaLongDistanceAlaska LongLoiig Distance Rates..

HowIlowioThevHwvDoThevComDoDoTJ7) TJ-7TJ7.. IKJ;-'' ComComparepare?
A Discussion with Ben W . Agee ,

President,, RCA AlaBcomA1ascomAlascomAlasc-

omQ

Alascom-

Mrk Mr. Agee,, news reports have statedstated-
that

stated-
thatI that RCA Alascom has receivedreceivedareceived-
'rate

a88-

rateQQMrPPrate-raterate--'rate'-rater-ate- ' increase, and that the cost of call-callcall-
ing

call-
in

call-

ing
-

. ingininghashas almost doubled . What doesdoes-
this

does-
this

does-
thisthisthismeanmean to me as8S an AlaskanAlaskan-
telephone

Alaskan-
telephone

Alaskan-
telephonetelephone user?

First , let me emphasize that the increase apap-ap-
plies

ap-

plies
-¬-

plies only to callscaIls made inside Alaska . WhatWhat-
the

What-
theAAFirstthe increase does to your telephone billbill-

depends-
. depends on your particular calling papatternttern .

What"What" the increase does to youryour-
telephonetelephone billbiU depends on youryour-
particularparticular telephonetelephone callingcalling-
pattern "pattern . . .

There are three specific and distinct parts to youryour-

telephone
your-

telephonetelephone bill.. First., there'stheres' the charge made by thethe-

local, local telephone company . RCA Alascom has no concon-con-
trol

con-

trol
-¬-

trol over these charges .

Second., there are the charges involved in longlong-

distance
long-

distancedistance calls you make to points outside Alaska .

Finally , there are the charges for long distance callscaIlscaIls-

you
calls-

youyou make within the state .
To give you an example,, if your telephone bill inin-in-in-

cludes
in-

cludes

¬-

cludes about an equal number of Calls outside ofof-

Alaska
.

Alaska and within the statestate,, youryouX'OverallyouXOverall'overall bill has gonegone-

down
gonegone-

downdown., compared to 11976976 long distance rates.. If thethe-

majority
the-

majoritymajority of yourYOUt,; callscaIls are to points outside AlaskaAIaBk.aAIaBka.,

your bill has decreased almost 50 % over the past twotwo-

years
two-

yearsyears,, due to RCA'sRCAsReA'sReAs' interstate rate reductions.. FinalFinal-Final-
ly

Final-

ly
-¬-

ly , ifyour callscaIls are primarily within the statestate,, your billbill-

will
bill-

willwill reflect an increase.. In its final form., the average
84.008400$4.004.00400$ . decreasedecreas in interstate calling costs is a biggerbigger-
savin'gs

bigger-
savingssavingssavin'gs' than the $1.131.13113$'1.13113. average increase in costs forfor-

calls
for-

callscalls made within,:itJn Alaska .

With the increase , how do Alaska'sAlaskas' inin-inin-

state
in-

state
-¬-QQWith, state longl ng distance telephone rates-

compare
rates-

compare
rates

compare with in-stateinstate-- rates in otherother-
states

other-
states. states ? .'

Alaska'sAlaskas' in-stateinstate-- long distance telephonetelephone-
rates

telephone-
ratesrates have been among the lowest in thethe-

nation
the-

nationAAAlaska'sAAlaskasnation forforaa number ofyears.. They are still aa-

bargain
a-

bargainbargain.. ForForexampleexample,, a three minuteminu station-stationstation-
tostation

station-
station

station-
in

--

to-stationtostation-stationin call from Alexandria.,. LAiLA:LA ; to MonroeM , LA ,.
93 milesmiles,, costs $1.061.06106$'1.06106. . A simikrsimilar typetyp of caUcall from-

Juneau
from-

Juneau
from

Juneau to Sitka,, also 93 miles,, costscosta 75475t.. Let'sLets' taketake-
another

take-
anotheranother example... A three minute station-to-stationstationto8tatiOnstation8tatiOn-8tatiOnstationtostation-
call

-- --stationstation-
caDcallcaD fromfromAlbanyAlbany to Elmira,,. NY , a distance of 199199-

milesmilesmiles , costscosta $1.581.58158$'1.58158.. ; a similarslmiJarcallcall from ValdezVddez; to Kenai,,
a distance of 170 milesmi1es,,, costscosta $1.301.3013011.301130$ . . When you com-comcorn-corn-co-

mThiorod

corn-
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" . . .AlaskaAlaska. ratesmates have beenbeen-
among

been-
amongamong the lowest in thethenationnationnation-
for

nation-
foraforforaa number ofoyearsof(,years . They areare-
still

are-
still "'stillstillaa bargain..

pare the following intra-stateintrastate- ratestatesCates in the Lower 48 ,.

for comparable distances,, with the new Alaska inin-in-in-

state
in-

state
¬-

state ratesrates,, you'llyoullyou'DyouD' find that our rates are similar to ,

and often less thanthan., those ininthethe Lower 48 . ConsiderConsider-Consider-
ing

-¬,

the cost of here, Alaska longlong-

distance
long-

distance
ing 35-403540--- % higher living ,

distance rates are still a bargain..
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