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Pictured ar top lefr is Sgr. Richard Togiak from Togiak
whir is commnicating by radic with hix pearol leader dur
iy a recent field training exervise at Camp Carroll. Shown
above is Sgt. Gary Paul of Kipmek who iy guarding the
rrail 1o his patrol’s headguarters, More pictures, ige

Guardsmen complete new course

by Barbara Crane
Tundras Thrss reporter

CAMP CARROLL — Camoullag:
ed m white and t wrowed o their
positions on a snowy, wooded hillside,
the soldiers were impossible (o detect
until one of them moved.

“Hal!” the sentry commanded,
holding the visitors in his rifle’s sights
uniil they could be identified.

These soldiers, from seven Almskan
villoges, were students ot the Alaska

Army MNational Guard's NCO
Academy

They were working o eamn the
distinction and honor of being pan of
the very firmt graduating class of the
Aliska Guard's new Basic Noncom-
missioned Officer Course, Phase [1

(BNCOC 1.

This new cotirse |s designed 10 train
imnfantry squad leaders in the skills they
need o lead, train and direct soldie
under their command

Beginning in October 1991, comple
tion of BNCOC 11 will be one ol the
requirements for promotion o the mnk
of staff sergeant

The men enrolled in this twio-week
course were recommended by their
first sergeants or unit commanders,
and they arrived ut the Acadermy rendy
(o learn

“1 came here to further my educa-
tion and get more information 1o pass
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* Course offers leadership training

canlinumd IFam pEgs oo

on 1o the other troops when | get back
home,"" said Sgi. Romald Friday of
Hooper Bay.

Sel. Jason Nowpakahok of Gambell
worked especially hard on developing
his  leadership skills during the
BNCOC 1 courne

1w always had 10 force mysell 1o
be i leader,” he said, *"but with tran.
ing 1’ comang more naturally now. "’

Nowpakahok thought the course’s
lield truining exerncise was the hardest
frart.

“It was three duys and two mghts
outsice, and we had st most about
three hours ol sleep the whole time, ™'
he suid

1 was read cold, too, bul we maide
i, The instructors gave us & lot of
miotivation, and | never felt like giv-
g up.’

For SudT Sgt. Hermuan Ayagurak of
Chevak, the indoor clussroom pan of
the course was the most ditficult,

“*Classroom tests were the hardes
part for me," " he said. I's a whole
It easier for me 1o actually do
something mysell with my own hands
thun by just thinking about i."

Belore coming o the Academy,
Avagarak had expected the course
would be demanding, but he was
pleased to discover that it could be fun,
fins,

“The teamwork — oll of us work
ing together — was preat,” he sand
“We ull became Friends the st day
we pob there. ™

Avaparak suid the students dud all

they could to help anyone having pro
blems. Afier long days of learning
many new things, instead of falling
asleep they staved up and quizzed each
other untll everyone knew the rnighi
ANSWOTS.

“The people who didn’t  pass
something the st nme, we worked
0 make sure they would get through
the coume,”” Ayvagammk saul. ""We
diddn 't get much sleep and everybody
wits red, but we stayed friends and
helped each other all through the
course.

Three of the students were honored
with special awards during the Dec
20 BNCOC 11 graduation ceremony

Sgt. Juson Nowpakahok of Gambell
wity named the Pstingushed Honor
Crraduate and Sgt. Howard Kingeckuk
of Savoonga was sclected the Honor
Ciraduate. The emtire cluss voted 1o
give the Leadership Award 1o Sgr
Harberg Paul of Kipnuk

Other members of this fiest BNCOC
Il graduatng class were

Swaff Sgt. Chnstopher Alexie, Suafl
Spt. Fred Fox, Sgt. Thomas Mesak
andd Sgt. Gary Paul from Kipnuk; Staff
Spi. Herman Ayagarak from Chevak,
and Staff Sgr. Donald Evon and Statf
Sgi. Patrick Spein from Kwethluk

Also Stuff Sgt. David Gireen, Sgt
Ronald Friday and Sl Sgt. Camille
Bell from Hooper Bay ; and Siaff S
Henry Kanulie, S5gt. Carl Evon, Sgt
Walter Kuku, Sgt. Onear Tukaya,
Staff Sgt. Henry Bavilla, Stuff Sgi
John Sharp, Sgt. Carl Soath und Sgi
Kichard Togiak from Togak
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Staonwen ot fopy as Spi. Ronald P, Friday from Hooper Bay who makes his hourly
radto check with headguarters, Moving down, clockwise, s Staff Sgr. John
Sharp from Twin Hills whe is taking o break during the exercise, At bottom
lefr is Sgi. Donald Evon from Kwerhluk who discusses iy patrol's mission
with Staff Sgt. Henry Kanulie, from Fogiak, center, and Command Sgr. Maj

Dennis Metrokin, commandant of the NCO Avademy, Middle lefi, are Staff
Sut. Christapher Alexie, lefe, and Staff Sgi. Fred Fox, both from Kipnuk, stan-
cimp guetrd.
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