Foul water problems being solved

by Soren Wuerth
for e Tundra Times

Residents of Tooksok Bay wnd Mar-
shall are hoping the state will help
restore clean water to their villages
ulter leaking fuel contaminated the soil
in both places and fouled drinking
wiater, village sdministrators said.

Marshall, o town of about 300
located in Western Alaska on the
lower part of the Yukon River, will
sk for emergency reliel aid Frida
when they meet in Anchornge wi
state officials.

Marshall's water problems began a
few weeks ngo, when o new waler
systern was being modified.
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The state’s Public Health Service
was building & wuler tower and install
ing new pumps and water lines when
gasoline somehow seeped into » ™ sone
of depression”” or lowered part of the
water table, according 1o Paul Pinard,
the arca supervisor for the Deparimani
of Environmental Conservation,

Teuchers ut the school noticed the
odor of gasoline and contacted the
DEC. Lab tests confirmed that the
waler was contaminated.

The most likely source of the con-
tamination s an old gssoline storage
aren, Pinned said.

Several children and elderly
residents of Marshall have developed

a raxh, said Fichard Oney, the o
manager. But according o o healt
aide @t the village clinic, it will take
|5 10 20 years belore symploms from
gusoline exposure become detectable

In Tooksok Bay, residents are try
.I“FK o get more information on o
A, 000-gallon diesel fuel spill.

Maost of the village s residents
are angry that they weren't informed
by the Lower Kuskokwim School
District about fuel that leaked from
outside an clementary school in the
Yupik Eskimo town on the Benng
Sea, suld Mayor Felix Lincoln.

*The school district’s not tlking 1o

ponlinued On g &iven




*Villages need safe water

continued lom page one

us. They are suying things on their
own. They re keeping guiet,”" Lincaln
sarldl.

In November, a broken pipe caus-
ed fuel t seep into the gravel beside
the school. When the weather turned
colder, several butldings lost their hea
and their water pipes burst causing the
town's holding tank to mun dry

Tooksok Bay was forced 1o use o
hack-up tank for their water, which
likely drew in contaminates from the
diesel-sonked gravel, Pinard soud,

The DEC had woldd the village not 1o
use the aliernative tank months ago,
said Mike Frank, the LKSD s direc-
tor of plant facilinies. However, il was
the only option available and the wown
would have been worse off if the tunk
hadn't been used, he said

Meanwhile, villagers have Been us-
ing creck wuter, which iy unhealthy ux
well, Pinurd sakd. The water contains

hacteria and must be boilod 10 mimates
before using.

Officials at LKSD failed to noufy
villagers of the fuel leak until after
they begun using the other well,

“Our normal route of notification
i5 through the DEC," said Frank,
“"There were some problems with our
commurication with the  villnge,
wealher delayed people getting imo
Bethel (where LKSD 15 located) and
our management staff was oot in
Bethel ""

The school district will negotiaie
with Tooksok Bay o determine which

cantity will puy for the clean-up costs,
Frank samid. LKSD has already in-
vested 520,000 with s contrscted
engimneering firm, Hart Crowser Inc

“ILKSDY) is not taking responsibility
for the spill,”" Frank saxl ""We nre
working with the city 1o get the system
hock in operation. "'




