Only Saami Native language writer dies

by Boris Popoy
Morilern Now Sorvice

MURMANSK, USSR The
poetess Oktynbrina Voronova died last

suminer in the village of Lovozero in
the Murmansk Region, where the
Saumi popalation numbers less than
2,000 people. She was the only Saami
wornan writing in her native tongue,

Voronova's verses in Sanmi can be
found only in manuscripts; the printed
versions huve appeared in o Russian
tramslation. [t is only now that her
boaok 0 Saaimi 1s being prepared for
the press

But the events connected with this
publication would have cemainly sur
prised the poctess

The development of the native
language, any culiure’s mosi impor
tant element, has not been encouraged
amiong the Soviet Saami, unlike the
related arcas in Scundinavia, and it is
still restncted o oral folklore

Inthe USSR, writien Saami 1% bised
om the Cyrillic alphaber. Conain dil-
ferences with the Russian alphabwt, the
cnsting  printing abstacles and
bureancrats” mdifference toward the
ethooe minonties” problems have o

il Tong time undermined the fssues of

St books.

Today, the Ssam people do ot
hivve i single edition for reading. They
iy not use the writien language. As 1o
those who speak  Saami, they are
eradually passing awuy

Phere lave botn nuamerons aienpts
b introcduce o bive Sagmi lenguage into
the LISSR. The "30s saw the ap
pearance of the ABC book based om
Latin primt. Hut the Russified Suimn
Fadled (o muster il

In 1979, Lovozero school leacher,

Alexundrn Antonova, compiled o text:
book on the bisin of the Ruusian
alphabet, and the Saami first-graders
h-cr,ﬂ.n o study their native tongue.

n 1988, the Murmansk Extreme
North Urgian linguistic sector of the
Institute of Linguistic Studies (Soviel
Academy of Sciences) decided against
using Antonova's lexthook because it
lacked several phooemes.

The group led by sector chief Rim-
mu Kuruch perfected the alphabet ind
recommended Ul for use in schools. Bui
the new texthook proved oo com-

licated for Saami children for whom
ussian was already o native tongue.

Saumi language teachers sphit into
two conflicting camps.

The desire (o uﬁhﬁlu its position
forced the Kurach group o wrile
within 10 months a whole series of
mids, including two manuvals for first
and second graders and several books
for tutors,

They are based on the principles of
teaching the Saami language as a
foreign one. In their view, it is the only
way lo prevent the Saami languege’s

full disuppenrance.

Since Sept. |, Sauwmi children have
been studying with the new textbook
But new problems have appenred,
some leachers do pot recognize the
altered alphabet.

The confrontation between the dif-
ferem linguistic concepts may now
lead to unjustified losses, There s
already stong evidence of this; wd-
vicates of the renewed alphabet have
applicd tw the local legal authonties o
prohibit the Murmansk Culiaral Foun-

dation from publishing Voronovi's

poctry on the bass of the forn
nlp-hur{icl. =

The poeless is In no position 1o set-
He this comllict. Tosay nothing of the

fuct that, when composing her book
of verse, “*Life,"" she must have
lo encouruge national revival among
Sammi youth ruther than instigating
legal proceedings.

The Suami minonity will have to live
through another [mguistic experiment,

But will Seami culture stand §1?
.



