Murkowski outlines changes in 1990

by Sen, Frunk H. Murkowski
foer e Tunides Timees

While most congressional commit-
tees seem 10 do their best work with
mational  headline  writers, another
commitiee  has been ducking  the
limelight and rl-utllnf rti effort inio im-
proving the quality of life for
American Indians and Alaska Natives,
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In fact, the Senate Select Commit-

tee on Indion Affairs can wke credit
for accomplishing several important
changes in 990,

The select committee s tsked with
recommending new putn,m and lawy
uffecting this country's over one mllion
Amencan Induns and Alaskn Natives.
Here is o gl of some of the issues
we ve dealt with this year:

*Federal State Commission: In the
long-term, Alaska Natives may be
most affected by the enactment this
yeur of legislation establishing o
specinl federnl-state  commission o
conduct a comprehensive review of
Alaska Native policies and programs,

The ol commission on Alask
Mative Eolmi:s and programs will
assess the circumstances of Alaska
Mutives, evillute the programs alfec
e them, and make recommenduations
1o the Congress and the State of Aloskn
for legislative and/or adondnistrative
uction,

*Housing: Our propasal Tor 3,000
new units of Native Amencan hows
g, nabionwide, becime law this year

us part of the Nationnl Affordable
Huousing Actol 1990, Approximaiel
30 of the new units should be built
i Alaska

*Forestry Resources: Legislation
define the Secretury of Interior’s
responsibilities for forest management
on trust lands alse provided for
technical assistunce for the manage-
ment of forests on Aluska Native
allotments.

The new Llaw wuthorized appropria-
tions 10 allow Native non-profit cor-
porations to provide technical
assistance on lands owned by Alnskn
Native Claims Settlement Act
corporations

It also estublished o program of i
tErﬂEhl.[:t:!i, fellowships, and scholar-
ships in forestry for which Alaska
Nutives will be eligible,

*Repatriation: The Nutive American
Grave Protection and Repatrintion
Act, passed this year, established and
defined the obligations of Federal
agencics 1o protect gravesites of
American Indians and Alaska Natives
on Federal lands.

The low also- ires the federal
government and federally funded
MUSEUmSs 10 refurn human remams,
sacred objects, and jlems of cultural
patrimony to thelr Tndian or Alaska
Native owners.

*Mentul Health: Congress passed
the committee's proposal to requine the
Indian Health Service 1o develop i na-
tonil mental health plan,

The grants are to be used 1w esiablish
commmnity - based demonstration pro-
grams  addressing  mental  health,
aeohol and drug problems

*Child  Abuse/Fumily  Violence:
Under this new statute, Alaska Native

villages or their non-profit corpora-
tions will be able to obtain grants to
develop programs for child o

Services, treatment of children,
family violence preveation, and com-
mumity education and training.
*Nautive Culture and Language: Alter
severnl years of u]rinhdﬁ: year we
succeeded in gaining the passage of n
Native American Languages Act,
This law was designed 10 promote
respect for' the rights of Native
Americans 10 use their own
and encourage mllehﬂ to grant credit
for proficiency in those languages.
It ulso requires the Federal govern-
ment 10 reevalunte existing policies
ind procedures o provide Congress
with  recommendations for needed
chisnges.

s[ndinn Affairs Budget: The com
miltee hod a significant degree of suc-
cess in persuading the budget and ap
propriations  committees o follow
through on the select commitee’s

Onir strong advice (o =|.h|:u| commit-

tees helped achieve o budget of over
$4.1 billion for Indian progruns for
fiscal year 1991,

The ‘Hhih: House is asking for help
identifying Alaskans interested in be-
ing nominated to the seven positions
that will be filled by presidential

niment.

hile the legisiation mandates that
it least six miembers of the 14-member
commission be Alaska Natives, the
Commission is designed 1o be broad-
Iy representative of Alaskans. | urge
nll Alaskans with an interest in Al
Native policies and FAmS 1o con-
stiler offermg their ime and expertise
o the Joim Commission,

Copies of the luws ['ve described,
and of other legislation enacted dur
ing this congressional session, may be
obitained by calling my district offices
in Anchorage, Fairbanks, Ketchikan,
Kenai or Juneau, or by writing to me
in Washington, D.C.



