Vaccination prevents sickness, disease

by Puul Swetzol
Fue b Towdes Thipmes

A few misguided attention getiers
are once again feeding mistaformation
o people which threaten the hves and
health of our children.

In my view, whenever the lives of
children dre at stake, ot is tme o deaw
the hine and say enough

OPINION

The same very lew people who thed
0 conyinoe us ool 10 voccmaie our
children aguwmst the Hepatitis B virus,
because the vaccine wias u plot by non
Natives to give our childien AIDS, are
trying o convinee us that all vaccimes
are a plot o kil our children

It should be notead thine one of these
saime individunls who does ot want
ws 1o vaccinate our children gets a Mo
vawerne for himell every year

There 5 & word for thas band of a
tention getlers, and il s opportunisis
Agmn, when they stan messing wath
the physical satery of our children,
they 've gone o fur

The Followang comumon vaccines
haye sevied the lives of thousands o
nfands and young children in Alnska,
bumdreds of thousindy i sl of the
LS amd millions worldwide.

Uil few yenrs ago. i substantinl
percentage ol Yuopak children amd
vt iidudis died or were permanently
disabled from coptracting the highly
contugnns. Hepatitis B wires

Entire vallages were affecicd . A few
yeirs uge, i vieoine was developed
which is alivwst 100 percent elfective
m proticiing agidinsd the virus.

'he vesult s thiat for the most pan,
only those individuals who hiye not
becn vaccunuted  become infected with
the virus. The lives of hundreds ol
Yup ik and other Alaska Nuative
children amd Young adults huve been
wved

Contrary 1o what some may hear
from a strange group of people, there
has never been o reported case of s
meone  gelting AIDS from  the
Hepatitis B vaccine, und in fuct, i
would now be impossible for this to
oeeur smee the vacoime does not con
wist ol hunun plasnm, but s a

synthetic

Polin wis o disease which Killed amd
dlisabled thousands of children and wis
giiming o strong {oothold in Aleska,
until & vaccine was developed in the
1950"s,

Every summer, parents all over the
cesintry would live in fear that their
children would contract polio and die
or be cnppled. Today, thanks to the
Polio vaccine, this disease s unheard
ol infecting only those who huve not
hud the vaccine

Soalipox was o discise that over the
veurs killed hundreds of thousands of
people of all ages, all over the world
It was highly contagious,

Thanks 0 o voccine thal  was
developed and  adminisiered o
newhorns. all over the world, this
deadly killer has been eliminated amd
vaccinations ure no longer required
There has not been a single reported
case of smallpox — agan thimks 1o the
VICCITE — I Yeurs,

The Dhphtherin-Tetanus- Pertussis
(ITP) vaccine s adminsiered o oim
funes and young chileben on a schedul-
¢dl basis, wotil they are ubout § years
olel, and after that nge, most people get
A bowiwter shiot (s the Pertussis)
every. 10 vears tor the rest ol their
liviey

This combimation vacdine has sav
eal the Lives of many thowsands of in-
tanks wnd young children,

Driphtherin s o haghly contgious
discase which used 10 be widespread
weid grealy feared: 1 obs passed 1o
uthers by coughing and snecring. It
citses a prinful throat infecton which
cun block ihe mirway and can result in
piralysis o heant fallure

In the U5 there used 1o be os muny
s D SO0 cises causing up to 10 IXKD
deaths cach vear, The INTP vaccine
Has  given our infams and  young
children protection from diphitherii

Tetanus, also culled lockjow, infects
the deecp cuts or puncture wounils
creatng u powerful poison which can
canse severe muscle spasms.

Four out of en people who pet
tetanas . che from ot The DTP vaccine
and subsequent booster shots offer
profection agminst tetanus,

Pertussis, also called whooping
cough, 15 a bacteral infection of
chaldren and adults, but is most serious
for infants and young children.

This disease couses hatsh and pamn-
Ful coughing spells and cun cause con-
vilsions, brmin damage and death,
Uhere used 10 be as many ax 250, (N0
cuses and 7,000 deaths every yeur.

This highly contagious disease is
spread to others by coughing and
sneezing. Because of the DTP vaccine,
there are only three to four thousand
reported cases of whooping cough in
ithe entire U.S. each year.

While there are some common and
harmless side effects, such as an ache
at the injection site or a low fever, amd
very rare serious side effects prmuni
from the pertussis element of the D
viiccing, the risk of death and disabiliry
froun these diseises is so much greater
than the discamfort of the vaccne that
the choice 18 clear

In the 1970, muny parents in Japan
and Great Britwin chose not (o give
their children the pertussis vaccine.
The result wis that thousands of
children were hospitalized and many
of thoze children, especually infants,
e,

The statistics lor thise children con-
tracting whooping cough are heart-
breaking. Four out of five are
hospitulized. One in five develops
poeumonia. Chne in 40 has conval
stons, One out of 240 develops discase
of the brain or lasting brinn damage.
Dicath ocours i one out of 100 babies
bess than six months ofd.

The Hemophilus B viccine (HIH)
protects against o owmber of related
and deadly illnessed in infants and
young children. It protects against
Memngites, Epglottits, Septicemia,
Cellulins,  Osteomyelitis,  and
Pericardins

Memngs contimaes (o infect shoul
12,00 children who are ot vac
cinated in the U5, each venr, killing
about 3 percent of them and causing
brum damage n one out of three in-
fected children

Epiglottitis is a potentially fatal in-
fecton that obstructs the atrways.

Septicemin 15 an infection of the
hload, Cellulitis is an infection of the
skin and connective tissues of the
baody

Orsteomyelitis infects the bones and
pounts, and Pericarditg is an infection
of the membranes surrounding the
heart. Agmin, many thousands of n-
fants and young children are alive to-
day because n? the HIB vuccine.

The Measles, Mumps, and Rubella

vilccine IMMR) protects infums and
children agninst these highly con-
lagiodis and senous diseases.

Measles, though often joked ubout,
15 b serious disease with potentially
fatal complications, ns many parents
have learned the hard way

Rubella, slso known as German
Measles, s oficn 40 mild that a per-
s doesn’t know he/she has it

The problem with Robella is that u
pregnant woman who coniracts the
disense is ut risk of having o child with
birth defects, so girl babies who are
vaccinated are protected agains)
Rubelln-relmed irth defects when
they have children, and boy babies
who ire vaccinated won't be able o
unknowingly contract the disense and
sprend it to pregnant women who are
nol vieoinaied,

Mumps mrely presents o problem in
childhood, but presents a senous pro-
blem for adulis since it can cause
severe complications such as sterility
and deafness.

In vears past, up to 50 percent of all
newborns were expected 10 dic or
become disabled in the First year of
life, Frinmrily due o wvikal sl
hacterial infectiony

Tosday, vaccinations hive given our
children protection from many dead-
Iv and disabling diseases

Maost children born woday can expect
i live healthy and full lives, thanks
0 the protections offered by
VIO It jons

[t's very easy 1o forger what 1t way
like before these vaccinations were
developed. For those who need help
remembering, they need look no fur
ther than poor countries where
children are not vaccinaied, because
it is i these places where viral and
hactenal infections kill and disable o
lurge percentage of the children

I am the proud and happy father of
i three-month-ald baby - | would never
give my child anything which would
do more harm than good.

My boy has been receiving his vac-
cinations, s my other two children did
before him.

My children are protected aghins
the killer diseases which in the recemt
past routinely killed and crippled in-
fants and young children around the
world.

I urge you 1o protect your children,
whi are our future, by getting them
viacoinated.




