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BothBoth-'PartiesBoth-PartiesParties to-
Stress

to
'

Stress EarlyEarly-
Settlement

.
. . , ' .- - -'

SettlementSettle.mentSettlementBy.

By Tom Snapp-
Both

SnappSnapp-
Both

Snapp-
BothBoth GovernorGovernor-GovernorWalter- Walter ' J .

Hickel andandrepresentativeandrepresentativesrepresentativesrepresentative ofofof-
the

.

the Arctic Slope Native ., As-AsAs-
s

-- .
,-

,- sbciatibnsociations ciat n
- agreeofagreedagre f this weekweek-

to
'

'to ' take theth "bullbull'ubullubull'" by thethe-
horns

the-
hornshorns" in the. settlement ofof-
Native

ff-
Native

'
Native Land Claims . '

And in a conferenceconferenc inin-
Juneau

in-
JuneauJuneau both thet e Governor and1d1dt-
he

and-
thethe Natives stressed theytneytney-
were

they-
werewere interested in so doing.tQdoingtQdoingtodoingto-
promote

doingdoing.tQ-
promote

.,to
promote the early andnd orderlyordeily-ordeilyordeily-
development

,- -

development ., of .thethe. statestate-state-
The

..-._
The governorgovetnor: ordered Atfor-AtforAttor-AttorAtfor-

ney
Attor-

ney
Attor-

ney
--.

ney General Donald Burr .-tot-o. to.to-

file
to-

filefile a suit as soon as pospos-pos-
si

pos-pospos-
sible

-¬-
siblesibie agairistagairlstagainst the Secretary .ofof..o-
fInterior

of-
InteriorInterior seeking to forceforc ' himhim-
to

.

toflandsgive patent to certaincertain-
lands flands on thethe-theNorth- North Slope toto-
the

-

the state . &yrwouldhaveThfeThis suit presumabjtypresumabYpresumabyrwould}y wouldouldould-
havehave the effect of testing thethe-
validity

the-
validityvalidity of Native landIand ' claims ,
something that both the GovGov-GovGov-
ernor

Gov-
ernor

¬--
ernor and the Associationssociation isis-
interested

is-
interestedinterested in doing .

The filingding of such a suit isis-
costly

is-
costlycostly and the Arctic SlopeSlope-
Native

Slope-
NativeNative Association indicated .- - - --
that it did not desire to bebe-
placed

be-
placedplaced into the position ofof-
having

ff-
havinghaving to file such a suitsuit-suitsuit-
itself

suit-
itself

-

itself at thifhifhisthiss time.

,. Attorneys.Attorneys. for the associaassociassocia-associa-
tion

¬-
tion indicated , however , thatthat-
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SettlementSettlementSettlementcontinued

(( continuedcoR'tincoRtin' ued from pagepa.g-
e

pag-
e.

II )

the
'
associationas'sociation' ', wouldwoiwouldld probproOprob-prob-

ably
:-

ably Centerenterltr the suit assailasanas- .anas-an. _,. inin-inint-
erested

in-
terested

-¬-
terested third±hird party , claiming-
that

claimingcraimingcraiming-
thatthat ttliethe land in question was-
theirs

waswas-
theirstheirs and the federal governgovern-govern-
ment

govern-
ment

¬-
ment hadhadnono right to pass-
title

passpass-
titletitle .

Emphasizing that oil dev-devdev-
elopment

dev-
elopment

dev-
elopment

-- '

elopment in the Arctic SlopeSloneSlone-
should

Slope-
shouldshould not

,
beb . stopped , GovGov .

Hickelgoaheadsaid he wanted .toto._to gogogo-
aheadahead , and was going ahead ,

with a proposedproposedoiloil lease salesale-
of

sale-
ofof 37,00037000, acres of landlandon, on the-
North

the '

North SlopeSl pe later this month .

Stressing it was also inin-in-int-
erested

in-
terested

¬-
terested in continuedcontin ued devdev-dev-
elopment

dev-
elopment

¬-
elopment ,, the Arctic SlopeSlopeNativeNative , Association indicatedindicated-
itit would be agreeable not toto-
intervene

to-
interveneintervene in the proposed salesale-
if

sale-
ifif the purchaserpurcnaser would pay it-
not

itit-
notnot to sue .

The effect of suchsuchaa pact-
would

pactpact-
wouldwould probably be that thethe-
oil

the-
oiloil companies would pay toto-
the

to-
thethe association a percentagepercentage-
ofof the amonnt-itamonntitamountamountitwouldamo -it-woulditwouldnt-it-wouldnt-- '. --wouldwouldnormnormnorm-norm-
ally

norm-
ally

-¬-
ally pay to the statest te

.
for suchsuch-

leases
such-

leasesleases .leases.AleasesA
--.A.-A-AA-.. precedent for such anan-

agreement
an-

agreementagreement was set when in
121952% the ColoradoC lorado Oil andand-
Gas

and-
GasGas ., Co . entered into anan-
agreement

'

agreement with thethe YakutatYakutat-
Indians

Yakutat-
IndiansIndians whereby it agreed toto-
pay

to-
paypay Yakutat $50,00050000$ , for hishis-
promise

his-
promisepromise notnnott to sue in a lease-
sale

leaselea ee-
salesale of lands nearby .

Such a pact would not effecteffect-
the

effect-
thethe basic claim of the EskimoEskimo-
to

Eskim-
on

Eskimo-
toto the land itself . ItItwouldwouldwould-
simply

would-
simplysimply mean that the EskimosEskimos-
would

Eskimos-
wouldwouldwouldnotnot be able to taketake-
legallegal action against thethe-
purchaser

the-
purchaserpurchaser of the lease butbut-
would

but-
wouldwould have to make suchsuch-
claim

such-
claimvclaim--claimclaim,-claim to the U.SUS. . Government .

At the 2-hour2hour-- conferenceconference-
held

conference-
heldheld in the Governor'sGovernors' office ,
there was quite atfittnai exchangeexchange-
ofof ideas in an attempt to-
work

toto-
workworkworkoutout the common problemproblem-
andand a spirit ofofunderunderstandingunderunderstandinunderstandin-
resulted

stan dingding-
resulted

g
resulted .

Representing thet e ASNAASNAwerewerewere-
Sam

:

Sam Taalak , president , and-
Hugh

andand-
HughHugh Nicholls , executiveexecutive-
directordirector , and Frederick Paul ,
the association'sassociations' attorney .

Representing the state were :

GovernofGovernor HickelNickel , AttorneyAttorney-
General

Attorney-
General

y
General Donald Burr , andand-
Phil

and-
PhilPhil Holdsworth,, ComCom-CornCom-
missioner

¬-_
missionerwssioner , Department ofof-
Interior

o f
Interior , Juneau .

Representing other interinter-inter-
ested

inter-
ested

¬-
ested Native AssociationsAssociations-
werewere'' : Jules Wright/WrightWrightpresidentWright'presidenWrightpresidenWrightWright'preside-
nn

Wright'presiden-
of

/, president'president'president-
of

'' t
of the Fairbanks NativeNative-
Association

Native-
AssociationAssociation andandaa statestate-
legislator

slatslat-
legislator

e
legislator ; John Sackett ,
president of Tanana Chief-
and

ChiefsChiefChiefs-
and

s
and a . state legislator ;

Byron Mallot , representativerepresentative-
at

e
at large , CouncilCouncilofof FiveFive-
Chiefs

Five-
ChiefsChiefs , Yakutat ,, and WalterWalteWalter-
Soboleff

Walte-
Soboleff

r
Soboleff , grand president oo-
the

ofof-
the

f
the Alaska Native BrotherBrother-Brother-
hood

Brother-
hood

¬-
hood .


