Taking a look at fish, game councils

by Elleen M Lean
Bisr it Tinmeilra Tl

HARROW — Earlier this monthan
iergendy  len  repesenting U
Pederdd Subsistence Board held
meetines m o bew Moty Slope com
i and hotaebue T recerve oo
ments o nunagement ol hish ol
galne i the Arctw

Inupiat Fnltut
People's Heritage

OPINION

the mileragnecy  eam mnciuded
representptives ol the LS, Fisl and
Wildlile Service, the Forest Service,
the Bureau of Land Manangement ad
the Park Service, Similar meetings
have been scheduled in other arcits of
the stiste o preparation [or perimnent
manugement  of lederal  londs o
Aaskn

I"he bsdrdd s serunmzng exising
stile decisions, as well as Dish and
wildlite regulatory practices on lecleral
s Adso bemg looked at are poss)
e  <changes  under  Tederal
nungement

Pravection ol subsistence rights is
crucial i both the Nonh Slope and
Surthwest arca. People o these areas
lave 0 loog-stauding use ol Ve
T Ti R

Boeswes the peadivwnal and direc
IJI.'[II.'II'lI.JI._'Ill.I.' vy fish amd owaldlife
Harvests, riral Ak does my have
iltertive somiges of Towsd engoved by
urbian Adaskins. Lo therelore tmi
perative thot resulonts be assured
cess Wy local Dish oand  waldlire
TOMPILTLE S

Bt womsld Be Tudwrous for the Federal
Subsistence Board o declare ths vas
g, where the dosts ol transporing
gonnls amd services dre staggenng amd
jotts wre often seasonal, " non-eal ™’
for subsisience purposes

Fhe North Slope and  NMorthwess
Arctic  communities  have a
Yeustomary and traditional” " use of all
imugpor Tish and wildlife resources in
thelr respective areas and should re-
win ihese uses under a federal manage
ment program.

People participate 0 hunting  or
fishing year round to feed their
Purnilies and share with others in the
COMImunity .

The Federal Subsistence Board
should por adopt all the stare hunting
and falung regulations without Trss
determiming whether they are ap
proproate. Some clearly are not

hat's peeded is consultation with
lowal residents most dependent on the
resource who know best about it sus-
tainability sl il restrictions  are
needed. This will help wentify pro-
hlem areas,

Problems with the stale management
have centered around lack ol com-
mumcation with local subsistence
users and the increasing inflox of
sports hunters from urban areas and
viitslde the state competing for the
MESOUrces.

The advisory commitiees, estab
lished under the Alaska National In
terest Lands Conservation Act to
enhince communication among
regilatory agencies and local sub-
sistence users haven't been s active
an needed,

These advisory commitiees would
comprise representatives  from  all
cormmunities of the North Slope and
Norhwest aren who hold frequent
meetings (0 make proposals about
necided fish and gnme managemen
Changes

[ mdeditiom, the commmiitees shoulid

make sure the depariments and siale

government are aware of the concerns
of lowgl people

Himwever, because the mujority of
these advisory commitices are mac-
Live. constituents liven't been ellec:
nvely represented . Most commiliees
have vicane res and sl licdiemt Tunds
i hwsld frequent meetings

Suppo staf) for the commmttecs in
SO Coses arg hosed i o dstant loca
Bty brome dhe aren under the commint
We's Jurisdichon, whare resoirces
el Clode munapetiem

Phe purpose of these commatiees is
o provade alocul apena tor peaple o
Pl st regulations allecting thei
arcdn sor fhey muy tecommend needed

Fevisions G beuer poect  the
M LTS
The  Federul  Subsistence  BFaoard

gl consider redelining the sune’s
six regional councils, perhaps expand
g the sumber. The state regronal ad-
visory councils are more Tamliar o
residents

Redefinition of regional councils
could involve using the regional cor-
poration concept, where regions
would include the areas under the
jurisdiction of its regional corpora-
tion. People of these areas share
much in common.

The Arctic could be divided imtotwie
separate advisory councils, the North
Slope and Northwest region, instead
of the current council incorporating
Norton Soumd, The corrent regiomn
bounidary is so vast geographicatly, i's
owy expensive and difficult w gel peo
ple from ull the communities together

Redelinition of regional councils
could involve using the regional col
pertion concept, where regions win ld
incluide the arcas under the yursdie
on of is eégional corporation. Peo:
ple OfF these areas share mivch in
NI

Winle thas vy eohince local par
capanion of Tsh and game ouinage-
ment, the  federal r-w:rrmrwnl has
prreviusly gpored the recommenda
toms of regronal couneils, The Arctn
Regiomal Council has speaific powen
under ANILCA which include @ direct
lipwe 10 the secretary of the Department
of the loterior 1 voice concerns ard
recommend l.‘fl]ll!,ll_{ll."» in HIHH.H!.:I'_"HI[!IH
that the councill regewves Trom s
members, comprised of the chnr of
eiach advisiny commitiee

This is not happenimg

For this reason, the Arctic Regional
Council is suing the federal govem
ment, clmming the new federal sub-
sistence regulations make life difficul
lor villagers, ignore their advice amd
nre contrary o the law

Regulations on subsisience hinters
should ot be invonsistent with the
customs and paditons of the people
and should not be based on 4 spar
bt g regane

ANILCA s set up o provide Tor
loscal input o follow customs, The pro
blems with the current stute syatein
have 10 e Dixed so local people s
mecudh e il

For those who are umable o attend
these meetings, | would urge you (o
sl cormients o the chadmman ol
the Federal Subsistence Board, ¢/o
LIS, Fish and Wildlife Service, At
Hichard Pospabale, 1011 East Tudo
Road, Amnchorage 99503,

The public conment penod on sub-
ststence n general s open unhil Pec
il



