Reunited after a separation of 27 years

by Helen Chase

fur the Tundis Thwes

After X7 years, two siblings who
were sgparaited by a forced adoption
wndd who had Jost touch with cach other
were reuniled in Anchorage,

In January, the Tundre Times ran
the story of Athabascan CHifl Gray
who, wlong with five siblings, was
tnken unexpectedly from his home by
rrupi’: Gray believed were from the
furesu of Indian Affwirs

Unly & d-yewr-old ut the time, Gray
and his younger sister Alberts, more
fondly koown s “"Bentie,”” were
adopted by a pon-Native couple who
moved out of Alaska soon alter the
adoption proceedingy.

Alter a life filled with child abuse,
institeiions, drug abuse and
alooholism, Gray finally made his way
ek to Aluska und o lnrge fanuly who
never gave up hope of finding him. (o
tins younger years alter he wis
adopted, Gray not only did not know
anything about his famaly, he was
unawiare he was an Alaskn Nuative

Cirmy  was institutionalized in &
reform school when he was 12 yeary
old and was released five years later
al the pge of 17 During this time he
lost contact with his sister.

Now, after p search that lasted 27
veurs, Gray finally found his sister
Alberin Hommaond.

The night Hammond was to arrive
at Anchorage Internntional Airpon
recently, Groy anxiously walied for
the plane with his family ot his side

Although Gray said he felt o great
sense ol reliel, sccompanied by a
sense of completion now that the
wearch for his sister has ended, he ad-
mitted he had some fears

“This 18 kand of scary. 1've boen
worried we won'l rec_gnize each
other.**

As the wuit grew longer — the Might
wity delayed — Gray reflecied on the
changes his life has undergone since
his story wits first published almost i

——

—

‘_.all.'r'n'rm Hamemend of l'.".u‘_r?i':'_ngrr!r_n i, satid she never gave up hope that her brothee CHil Gray weald finad her soemeduny

year ago.

Afier working at Cook Inlet Hous-
g Authority Tor o year and o hall as
o maintenance supervisor, Gray and
his wife started their own construction
company in July

"We're self-employed carpenters, "
said Girmy, “"and i's going great. We
have o better understanding of each
uther afier working together. | can say
our relationsh.r has  really
blossomed.

Although the Grays are between
foster childszn nght now, they are
leaving i1le option for future
plecements open. Their baby boy,
Aaron, jos. [0 moaths old, has
brought them a lot of joy

“I have reached n point in my life
where | feel a real contentmem,”” said

Gray. ""A lmily destroyed 30 years
ago 15 now healing wnd coming back
together again. ™

Besides the pure joy of findding a Jos
sster after 27 years, Gray esplained
that the tming of the reunion holds
specinl importance for s fumaly. An
wlider  sister has recently been
hospitalized and dingnosed as having
o seriows iness, '

“The two sisters will have the
chince o see each other and wlk . My
family is very happy.” " sud Gray.

After a 45-minute delay, the plane
Vamds. Giray and his Gimdy wan ner
vously as one passenger ulter another
disembarks. Gray wornes Hammiond

Finally she

recogmition. 15

is not on the Migh
emerges, and the
immedute

When Gray Dirst contacied Huam
mond a month ago w0 her home m
Cardington, thio, she cned

“Don’t every lesve e again,
Clil,"" she told him. And she saud she
husd mever gErven up hope thal e vientuoul
Iy he would find her

“"We were so voung amd imnocemnt
s children, '™ sd Gray. "'"'We were
all we had. So much has happened
since then
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