Award honors Alaskan, Canadian hunters

The U'.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
m.u:mlﬂ*,' presented the Reglonal Direx
or's Commendation Award o the
Morth Slope Borough Fish and Game
Munagement Commitiee and the In-
uvialuit Game Council for develop
ment  and implementation of  the
Agreement for Polar Bear Muanuge-
ment in the Southern Beaufort Sea.

“This award recognizes significant
contributions by individuals or
orgamzations within the privite sec-
tor toward the stewardshup of public
land, fish, wildlife or other natural
resources in Aloska, ™" Regional Dinec-
tor Walter O. Stieglitz said.

The Fish and Game Management
Commitiee and the Inuvinluit Game
Council represent the hunters of polar
bears in northern Alsska and north
western Canada.

Because of their mutual concern for
the wellare of the population and the
niture of the shared internastional
resource, the user groups decided on
a coordinated approach 10 manage-
mernt of the resource

The munagement agreement was
ratified Jan. 29, 1988, and now calls
tor the management of polar bears on
i sustained yield basis founded upon
scientific information,

Provisions of the agreement wre
more restrichive than the provisions of
the Marine Mammal Protection Act
and provide for protection of females
and cubs, denming bears, hunting
seasons and harvest allocation
gudelines, along with stipulations for
Ih'.' I'I'".Hﬂ.'“lil'l I!E "IE envinyiment

Ihe annual wllocation of 76 bears
has been divided equally between the
Heauwlort Sea communities of
Kaktovik, Nuigsut, Barmrow, Atgusuk
and Wainwright in Alaska (38), and
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Lrestfonge m,s:rrhw for the erwerrdd presentafion were, from [efr, Charlie Brower, cxecntive ramager of the \.Tm_w..;_-r
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Crarponter, choieman of the Towviolust Goime Cownd'il.

Aklavik, Tuktoyuktuk, Inuvik and
Pauliutuk in Canada (38),

During the first year Alnska hunters
harvested 58 bears. Although this
figure is substantially above the alloca
tion, the number of females taken, the
critical component of the populaion,

wis within sustainable himits. Forty
percent (24) of the bears were taken
in camps located on shore ice during
spring whaling activities.

A significant number of animals
tnken in May represented a danger 1o
hunters in camps. During the second

year the harvest was reduced 10 24
]1run. with the number ol femiles
taken within sustainable yield limijes.

AL hunters have become aware ol
thie ugreement and w8 terms, they have
limited tnkes accordingly, Fish and
Wildlife officials said.
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