
SCARE HURTS HALIBUT SEASON
FoodFood,, Drug ShippingShipping-
Ban

gg-
BanBan 'Ridiculous9Ridiculous9'RidiculousRidiculous' ' ButBut-
Industry

But-
IndustryIndustry Acts WiselyWiselyB-

yBy LAELLAEt MORGANMORCANMORGAN-
Staff

MORGAN-
Staff

MORCAN-
Staff

,,
Staff WriterWriter-

Southeastern
Writer-

Southeastern
Writer-

SoutheasternSoutheastern fishermen are being forced to throw backback-
from

back-
from

back-
fromfrom 10to too 20per201per20 'erer*'* cent of their halibut catch this summersummer-
due

summer-
due

summer-
duedue to a mercurymercuryscarescare whichwhichwellwellwellmaymay be unwarrantedunw ranted .

The majoritymajorityofof buyers are not taking fishfishoveroverover 100100-
"pounds

100-
'pounds

100-
'pounds"poundspounds'pounds"' caughtca ght in the waters from Cape Fairweather
southsouih to Vancouver Island .

Some fish in this area have beenbeen-
found

been-
foundfound to contain mercurymer ury inin-
access

in-
accessaccess of .55.. parts per million .

The Federal Food and DrugDrug-
Administration

Drug-
AdministrationAdministration will not allowallow-
interstate

allow-
interstateinterstate shipment of fish thatthat-
exceed

that-
exceedexceed this limit .

"TheThe" halibut industry hashas-
moved

has-
movedmoved to regulate itself to pre ¬.
vent the crisis that destroyeddestroyed-
thethe swordfish industry and II-
think

I-
thinkthink they actedactedwiselywisely ,"" ob ¬.

servedseIVed, U.SUS. . Sen . Ted Stevens .

"IfIf" we get in a position wherewhere-
the

where-
thethe public is scared of halibut ,.

we'rewere' going to lose one hellhell-
of

hell-
ofof an industry ."

But Stevens and many othersothers-
question

others-
questionquestion the limits set as dandan-dan-
gerous

¬.-

gerous by the Food and DrugDrug-
Administration

Drug-
AdministrationAdministration .

"WhyWhy" are we sayingsaying.5--.5.-5--.5.-5-'.SS. partsparts-
per

parts-
perperper million is dangerous whenwhen-

Continued

when-
Continued

when-
Continued( Continued on pagepage ' 6)66t)



Scare Hurts HalibutHaIibttH IibutSeaon) SeasonSeasolSeasos l . . .

the resttest of the world uses oneone-
part_ part per millionllionn ?" Stevens asks..

"WeWe" had a congressional hearinghearing-
onon this . recently but so farfar-
nothing, nothing has come out of itit."."

"TheThe" trouble is no one knowsknows-
the

knows-
thethe baseline levels ," points outout-
Dr

out-
DrDr., David Burrell ,. Institute ofof-
Marine

of-
MarineMarine Science at the UniverUniver-Univer-
sity

Univer-
sity

¬-

sity of Alaska . Burrell is set toto-
study

to-
studystudy potentialpotentiaJ pollutantspbllutants throthro-throthro-
ugh

thro-
ugh

-¬-

ugh a crash program going onon-
throughout

on-
throughoutthroughout the country but nono-
money

no-
moneymoney has been appropriatedappropriated-
forfor this until September .

There is some speculationspeculation-
that

speculation-
thatthat the mercury is due to pulppulp-
mill

pulp-
millmill activity , as the ban areaarea-
includes

area-
includesincludes a number of mills .

Others feel pollution may comecome-
from

come-
fromfrom the sosolthsoth,! *h 48 . But therethere-
seems

there-
seemsseems to be nothing but guessguess-
work

guess-
workwork .

"

"ToTo"" date only a minuteminu-tminutminute-
amount

-

amount of work has been done
. on the subject ,," Burrell said .

"TheThe" truth of the mattermattet is nono-
one

no-
oneone really knows what the ,

basebase-
level

base-
levellevel is . We believe it may be thethe-
Arctic

the-
ArcticArctic waters ..""

"TheThe" only known casecase therethertthere-
is

:,

is of serious mercury poisoningpoisoning-
inin this Country is that of aa-
weight

a-
weightweight watcher in New YorkYork-
who

York-
whowho ate swordswordfishfish three times aa-
day

a-
dayday for a number of months ,:"'
Stevens added .
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State Rep . Clem Tillion whowho-
is

who-
isis chairman of the Industry AdAd-Ad-
visory

Ad-
visory

¬-

visory CommitteeCommitt.ee. to thet1\et1e\ InterInter-Inter-
national

¬.-
national Pacific Fisheries ComCom-Com-
mission

¬.-
mission ,. termedterfned the halibut scarescare-
is

scare-
isis "ridiculousridiculous" ..""

"WeWe"" do not have any indiindi-indi-
cation

¬.-
cation that this mercury , eveneven-
by

even-
byby the wildest stretchstret h of thethe-
imagination

the-
imaginationimagination , could be dangerous .

They'veTheyve' found a higher mercurymercury-
conte

mercury-
contentcontentconte t in old fish preserved hiinin-
formaJdehyde

in-
formaldehydeformaldehydeformaJdehyde at the SmithsoSmithso-Smithso-
nian

Smithso-
nian

-¬-

nian than they have in AlaskanAlaskan-
fish

Alaskan-
fishfish .

"It'sIts" ' just an excuse of thethe-
smaller

the-
smallersmaller buyers not to purchasepurchase-
large

purchase-
largelarge fishfash . And most of the fishfish-
they

fish-
theythey can'tcant' use are dead . TheyThey-
can't

They-
can'tcan'tcant' throw them back . It'sIts' aa-
major

a-
majormajor loss because these areare-
pawners

are-
spawnersspawnerspawners$ .:"'

According to an article in thethe-
Seattle

the-
SeattleSeattle Post Intelligencer ,. thethe-
ban

the-
banban was created by the NationalNational-
Marine

National-
MarineMarine Fisheries Service andand-
to

and-
locallocalto aJ Fishing Vessel Owners AsAs-As-
sociation

As-
sociation

¬-

sociation .

The newspaper said Dr . DayDay-Day-
ton

¬.-
ton L . Alverson , NMFS associateassociate-
regional

associate-
regionalregional director , estimated thethe-
new

the-
newnew policy affecting fishermenfishermen-
inin Alaska and Washington maymay-
cost

may-
costcost about 11.515.55. million pounds ofof-
fish

of-
fishfish.

The total is worth about
$500,000500000$ , and represents approx ¬.

imatelyirnately 'fivefive' five per cent of theth-
eN

the-
NorthNorthNrth Pacific quota .

A .spokesmanspokesman., at Whitney-WhitneyWhitney-
Fidalge

Whitney-
Fidalge

-.

,
Fidalge Seafoods Inc. , in PetersPeters-Peters-
burg

Peters-
burg

-¬-

burg , explainedexpained: the weight limitlimit-
is

limit-
isis based on the theory that thethe-
bigger

the-
biggerbigger and older the fish thethe-
more

the-
moremore mercurymercunr couldcoWd be concancon-con-
tained

¬.-
tained ., The limit was 150150-
pounds

150-
poundspounds on June 20 ; 125 poundspounds-
onon July 1 and is currently 10010-
0p

100-
poundspounds'undsundsp' .

Rep . Tillion , whose son andand-
nephews

and-
nephewsnephews areartare all commercialcommerciaJ fishfish-fish-
ing

fish-
ing

¬-

ing thisthis-.summerthis.summerthis.summersummer'- .summersummer.. , reports largelarge-
boats

large-
boatsboats off the gulf are selling altallall-
their

all-
theirtheir fishfash . ,

"InIn" Seward they'retheyre'' buyingbuying-
soso the big boats who'who' can shopshop-
aroundaroundround are sellingseUing . It'sIts' the

- smalsmaJsmal-smal-
ler

¬.-
ler fishermen thatth t areae: gettinggetting-
hurt

getting-
hurthurt ,." heht;,

maintainsmaintains .
. Sen . Stevens echoes Tillion'sTillionsTillion's-
concern

Tillion's-
concern

'
concernconcern '

for-thoseforthoseror-- those getting caughtcaught-
m

caught-
ininm the pinch .

"II" have a bill in to compencompen-compen-
sate

¬.-
sate people ,, who are going toto-
lose

to-
loselose their investmentinvestinent but I don'tdontdon't-
know

don't-
know

'
know whether Congress will gogo-
along

go-
along

'

along with it or not ..""
The halibut problem has beenbeen-

hushed
been-

hushedhushed up throughJhrough the summersummsummer-
because

rr-
becausebecause ofof fears it would needneed-needneed-
lessly

¬.-
lessly hurthort the industry and be ¬.

causecau of thee industry'sindustrysindustry' s promptprompt-
self

prompt-
selfself regubtionreguJatlOnregulation

, . Glenn Luckie ,
editor andartdartdpublishera publisher of thethe-
Petersburg

the-
PetersburgPetersburg Press ,; was the firstfirst-
journalist

first-
journalistjournalist to tackle the problemproblem-
and

problem-
andand he set about it construc'construconstruconstruc-construc-
tively ' ¬.-

tively in his July 15th issue .,
In addition to his front pagepage-

story
page-

storystory titledit1ed , "HalibutHalibut" FishermenFishermen-
Throwing

Fishermen-
ThrowingThrowing Big OnesOnes-OnesBack'- Back," hehe-
also

he-
alsoalso featured a study by thethe-
American

the-
AmericanAmerican National FisheriesFisheries-
Institute

Fisheries-
InstituteInstitute and a story by JohnJohn-
Sibley

John-
SibleySibley of the NewNew York TimesTimes-
Both

..

BothBothareare reassuring on the lacklack-
evidence

lack-
evidenceevidence of illilleffectseffects of eatingeating-
fish

eating-
fishfish .

Luckie'sLuckies' main concern is forfor-
the

for-
thethe fishermen "whowho'Who"' arearere feelingfeeling-
the

feeling-
thethe brunt of the boycott .

This"This"" thing iss hittinghittingusus realreal-
hard

real-
hardhard ,." he told the Tundra TimesTimes-
Arid

Times-
AridArid he ,

forwarded ', us , specialspecial-
de1ivery

special-
deliverydeliveryde1ivery i, 'hishis' his editorial "onon'on"' thethe-
subject

the-
subjectsubject ,. "

- ;

'

"ForFor'ForFor"For":' , years 'wewe'ww' have heardhheard-
fishermen

ardard-
fishermenfishermenfishermen referred totoas-asas-' as 'thethe' ,"
'FarmersFarmers' ;' of the Sea*' and wewe-

it
we-

'thinkthink'think' it iis:
, Is an apt .:"descriptiondescription"de ription

'
..*.

Both fishermen andand farmers areare-
engaged

are-
engagedengaged in putting food on the '

tablestab es of mulions'bfmulionsbfmillionsofmillmillionsons"ofonsof'"of people . .,

'
, ,

"SomeSome" yearsye s agoagago the ; federalffederal-
government

deraJderaJ-
governmgovernmentgovernm nt recognizedrec gnized , thaithat jninjn-
order

in-
orderorder-orderorderto-,. to"insureinsure" adequate foodfood-
supplies

food-
suppliessupplies , the dirt farmers should .,
have some guarguaranteentee that thethe-
crops

the-
cropscrops theytheyraisedraisedraise would havehave-
aa '-market

m-

arket'-market
m-

arket'. market ,. andand.soandso.soso.,so ifif'theyifthey''

they havehave-
been

have-
beenbeen subsidized by tax dollarsdoJlars.. ..
"

. "SomehowSomehowSorreltowSorr eltow: the
'

parallelparaDel betweenbetween-
'the'thethe' the dirtdirt farmersfa11lers and the oceanocean-
farmers

ocean-
farmersfarmers '"'

'-
ended

e-

nded
'
ended at '* the . federalfederaJfedera-

J.Jged
feder-

aljed._fged bag . ButBt'! we feel that ifoneone-
branch

one-
branchbranch of 'thethe'' the government

,isis-
going

is-
goinggoing to ', deny thethelthelfashenrten, fishermenfashenrtenfishermienfashenrten-

their
fishermien-

theirtheir .-livelihood
l-
ivelihood., Jivelihoodlivelihood , than itit'isitisit'isonly'isis'Isonly' onlyonly-

fitting
only-

fittingfitting that '-another
a-nother'another branchb'rarichbrarich' propro-pro-

vide
pro-

vide
-¬-

vide thethesubstitutethe"substitute-inthe"substitutethesubstitutein:, " substitute . ..inin.-in ' thethewaywayway-
of

way-
ofof a guaranteeguarantee " that their catchescatches-
can

catches-
cancan be sold throughthroughregularregular mar-marmar-

feting
mmar-marmar-

keting
r-rr-

eting
-

feting,
ketingeting ., channels orOf ifit , their:,

; .'

catches are1aretare , found to be contaconta-conta-
minated

¬.-

minated by someone *' else'selses' pol-polpol-
lution

pol-
lution

poll-pollpol-
llution

-.,

lution , then we .feelfeel,
.feel the federalfederal-

governmentshould

,

governmentgovernment- -shouldgovern-mentsho-uld'shouldshould.should'.- purchasepurchse thethe-
fi

the-
fishfishfi and destroydestror ,

them .. '
' '

"WeWe"We do'do'
not suggestsuggest'thatsuggestthat'thatthat'thatthat' thethe-

fishermen
the-

fishermenfishermen bebepaid'paidpaid-paid'- not to fish . ...
'thatthat', be for thethe-

fish
the-

fish
only 'thattheythatthey-theythey-., paid

.fish they catch ."" .,
'"

r,r-

nn,


