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Studies WhitesWhW.s.inWhWs.inWhWsinWhiiesin.
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By LAEL MORGANMORGAN-

Staff
MORGAN-

StaffStaff WriterWriter-

They're

Writer-

They'reThey'reTheyre' usedued$ 'toto' to anthropoloanthropolo-anthro'
I-¬-

gistsanthropologists'upup'' up
"
iniiin the : KobukriverKobuk raverriverElver: ,

'regionregion'> . !,. They'reTheyreTheyThey'reaTheyrea're.area. a 'dimedime'clime'aclimea'', '-a
a'-a
a' dozendozen-

In
dozen-

inin thethe"summertimethesummertimethe'summertime'"' summertime !;. But nono-'bneno-bneno'b- neever('one>nene-
'ever'everever'ever ' recalls *'

\
, one like ' FrankFrank-

Keirn
Frank-

KeimKeimKeirnKeim- , ..-KeimKeim
KeimKeirntKeimarrivedrrived .therethere.

t
,. thisthis-

spring
this-

spring
.

spring ,. before the rush ;.:
""What'sWhats"What's'aWhatsa' 'aa'

,
white manm like youyouyou-

doing
,

doingol g aroundaround this townJtowntown ??:"' Jhe.thethe.the-
white

.thethe-
whitewhite residents asked .

,. "StudyingStudying" you , man I! " camecamecame-
Keim's'replyl

came-
Keim's'replyKeimYKeim's'replylKeimsreplylKeim's'replyKeimsreply' ' reply ]#
Keim's'replyl"They

"TheyThey"" justjultjust couldn'tcouldntcouldn"t'" fathomfathomfathom-

that
fathom-

thatthat. The'The' Nativest'lativestlativesNatives' have beenbeen-
studied

been-
studiedstudied totodeathdeath'death-death'- but ,

ttieytheyththey-
couldn't

yy-
couldn't.couldn'tcouldnt' believe someone ,. wouldwouldwould-
study

'
study the white man ."

The
,
researcheresearche

.

Ssis a-a.aformer- former ,

CanadianCanadianwhowho has long calledcalled-
Alaska

'
.AlaskaAlaska., homehome4home4He. He '" graduatedgraduate-

dfY;f ". ,'jj' n

from the University fofof Alaska , ., ,

joined the PeaceP ace Corps , workedworked-
inin 'SouthSouth', America and 'MexicoMexico

'

Mexico-
and

Mexico-
andand then returned to .runrun'runrun.,

,''runrun' ' thethe-
Parent

the-
ParentParent Child CenterCent r ' atat''

Kotze-KotzeKotze-
bue

KKotze-
bue

tze-tzetze-
bue

-
'

bue . <.

NowNow\Nowhe\ he'sheshe'
,
working on hishis-

Master's
his-

Master'sMaster'sMasters' ' inn anthropology ., at thethe-
University

the-
UniversityUniversityUniversityoofo Alaska-AlaskaAlaskawhereAlaska-whereAlaskawhereAlask -'- .,where'YhereYhere' he '

"

'-also
a-

lso' also '\ servesSemsserves
._ asas residence coun-councoun'selor-

l
coun'selo-

r

coun-
selor

-
'- '.'-selorl

s-

elorl'-selor
s-

elor' I'I-

The
selor :.

The idea of doing a thesisthethesis$ s ,onon-
whites

on-
whiteswhites ); in the Arctic came, heh

'.Dorothy"Jones.-
said

s-

aid
.,aidsaid$ , from

'"
Anore and ,..DorothyDorothy.."""JonesJones

"
);, who' arearedoing-doingdoing-' similarsimila-

rresearch'and'fromresearchresearch'and'fromresearchandfromesear h , '-and
a-nd' and 'fromfrom'

a project hehe-
worke

he-
workerworkeworkerworkeronworked on 'ChristmasChristmas'<* vacationvacation-

Continued
yacationyacation-

Continued
vacation-

Continued(Continued on page 6)66)6)



Anthropologist .. . .
(Continued from pagpl94Ilpage 1)1)

inin'UnalaskainUnalaskain-UnalaskainUnalaska'-Unalaska ., He decided to findfmdfmd-
out

find-
outout what brings outsiders North ,
how they adjust and what thethe-
Natives

the-
NativesNatives think of them .

'

"NotNot" taking research designsdesigns-
too

designs-
tootoo seriously , I decided to makemake-
an

make-
anan adventure of it ,. too . ChoseChose-
the

Chose-
thethe Kobuk areamaarea because I'dId' beenbeen-
there

been-
therethere and liked the region ."

KeimKeirn signed on Steve Gru-GruGru-
pis

Gru( ru-ruru-
pis

-.

pis , another residence counselor ,

to go with him and hired JimmyJimmy-
Edwards

Jimmy-
EdwardsEdwards of AllakaketAUakaket to taketake-
them

take-
themthem , up the Alatna'Alatna' River withwith-
his

with-
hishis power boat to a point wherewhere-
they

where-
theythey could port over to thethe-
headwaters

the-
headwatersheadwaters of the Kobuk .

"WeWe.We"'. walked in 35 miles withwith-
aa 30-pound30pound-- rubber raft Whichwhich-
justjust gave out on us . TornTom toto-
shreds

to-
shredsshreds on the rocks . So wewe-
walked

we-
walkedwalked 101 0 miles below WalkerWalker-
Lake

Walker-
LakeLake , built a raft out of 12 logslogs-
With

logs-
withwith a Boy Scout type hatchetatchet ,

some parachute twine JimmyJimmy-
Edwards

Jimmy-
EdwardsEdwards had given us and someSOm-
eshoe

some-
shoeshoe laces ."

They rafted easily throughthrough-
Upper

through-
UpperUpper KobukKobut( Canyon and inin-inin-
tended

¬.-
tended tot make portageportagearoundaroundaround-
the

around-
thethe lower canyon which , byby-
all

by-
allall accountsaccoonts is impassable water .

At that pointpint theOle scientificscientific-
study

scientific-
studystudy almostalmost went under .,

KeimKeirn doesn'tdoesnt' know whetherwhether-
he

whether-
hehe misread his map or the mapmap-
was

map-
waswas wrong but suddenly he andand-
Grupis

and-
GrupisGrupis found themselvesthernsel s in thethe-
Lower

the-
LowerLower Kobuk '. Canyon

' fightingfighting-
for

fighting-
forfor their lives..

They
,

madeniad most of the triptrip-
onder

trip-
underunderonder waterwater'andwaterand' and ended tipup with. '

theirsuppliestheir-suppliestheirsuppliestheir -suppliessupplies- lashed tottothe'un-itothe'untotheunitothe'unid-
erside

., the
'.un,.nn. ¬"!-

derside of the raft ,. tr' ,11a,-
1"When

a-

"When
,

'

"WhenWhen"
,. .wewewe.,we got out ononn the :;

other side it waswtis nice andnd peace ¬,:. ',

ful ," Keim recalls/recallsrecalls"We/. :' ;'"WeWe'We"' wentwent-
ashore

I

, :, ashore to rest a littlelittle'alittlea'aridandd passedpassed-
out

passed-
outout . Shock'Shock' ;; EveryEvery-soEveryso-Everysooften;" so " often II-

wake
I-

wakewake up in "thethe"the ' morning 'withl-
a

"'"withwith'withlwithl ,

a not soSo pleasantle,3SaJ1tle3SaJ1t, flashback ,, MyMy-
last

My-
lastlast thought as IV'wentwent'went underunde-
rwas'to

under-
waswaswas'towasto' to hang 'onon' tdjthetto.

;+the'rafttheraftthe ' raft ;:
.ItIt.,
It was wood . It had to float ._'"

TheyTh y rebuilt the raft , traveledtraveled-
2S2502S 0 miles on spring flood

,
waterswaters-

fighting
waters-

fightingfighting sweepers andandroughrough curcur-cur-
rent

cur-
rent

*-

renCrent ,' TwelveTw lve miles by land
'

jand
,
'andand'and-

SO

'

50SO '-m
m'-miles
m-

iles'milesJes ' by 'waterwater' from ,; thethe-
first'firstfirst-first'.-first ' village a helicopterhelicpter spottedspottspotted-
them

dd-

themthem and gave them a lift . J'J-

So
;

So much forforE(or\ororthe\ the adventure .
KeimKeirn went on to researchresearch-halfresearchhalfresearchhalf-
a

*'- halfafaf-
a

)
9a dozerfdozendozers ,

river villages and I[Ihisthisthis-
notes

hishis-
nnotesnnotesalsotes "a1sa1s-alsoalso"-alsoalsomakemake good readingr adU1g .;

, Ambler
' has the largest numn m-mm-

b
¬-

berb r of whites . .,
' *" , J'J-

The
I

' '

The"The"" people who ' are therethere-
are

there-
areare .typicaltypical., in everyev ry way , wellweUweU-

traveled
well-

traveledtraveled , ' wellweU educatededucatedenclaveenclave .,
So.neSone;,. reallyreaUy talented , people ;".,

Last year
_

', therether
,
y.ereyere.werewere-abo-

ut
wer-eabou-t,_-

"

about'' 3030-
of

OO-

of, of themthem-tthemTheym.- TheyTheyTheysaysay theyey
'-can't
c-ant'-can'tc-ant'-can'tfunction' can'tcantcan't-

function

'
function as humanhuman-bemgsout-humanbemgsouthumanbemgsout-
sid

'beingsbeings'beingsoutbeingsout'- , out *-.
sidetidesid

,
and they

,
won'twont' . ,. I don'tdontdon't-

blame
don't-

blame
'

blame them.respectthemrespectthem.respthemresp. ., . ct their , desiredesir-
e"they're"'""They'reTheyre'TheyThey"' ''re not a communecommune 'oror'or-

a
'

aa .CommunityCommunity., communityreallyreally ,.
'
., iTheThe en'enen-

vironment

'en
, vironment pulls them together .. ..
and the fact that they'retheyre'' white .""

A major ,. problempr.>blem for somesome-
whites

some-
whiteswhites in the area is making :

*' aa-
'living

a-
livingliving'living' . 'KeirnKeirn' Keim discovered'discovered'discoveredone' oneone

.
' " .' "'\ ,

qualifiedqu,fied teacher who had livedlived-

in
lived-

inin Ambler two yearsyeyearsrs and soughtsought-
employment

sought-
employmentemployment with the schoolschool-
there

school-
there

.
there .

"ButBut" the state wants to sendsend-
out

send-
outout a woman they feel is betterbetter-
qualified

better-
qualifiedqualified who has been livingliving-

stateside
living-

statesidestateside ..""
Keim found(ound several reasonsreasons-

why
reasons-

whywhy whites settle in the northnorth-
despite

north-
despitedespite weather and economiceconomic-
odds

economic-
oddsodds against them .

"TheThe" prevailing reason is toto-
get

to-
getget away from the ratr t race , thethe-
pressures

the-
pressurespressures from outside . There'sTheresThere's-
a

'
a very genetic desire for man toto-
have

to-
havehave a nitchHitch iainin., this wide world .

And it'sits' physically beautifulbeautifu-
lcountry.out

beautifu-
lcountry.outcountry.outcountryoutcountry .... .outout. ofoOhisthis world ..","

-
But the majority of the whitewhite-

men
white-

menmen arearare losers , he maintains .

They don'tdont' adapt to the countrycoUntry-
oror accept its people and somesome-
end

some-
endend up bitter and unhappy .

HeHe'spokeHespoke'spokespoke' of a man who liveslives-

in
lives-

inin an Eskimo sod hut fitted outout-
inside

out-
insideinside "justjust"jj" ust like WASP America . '
Of wives who won'twont' stay in thethe-
country

the-
countrycountry . Of an old trader withwith-
two

with-
twotwo 'bitterbitter' gripes ; civilizationcivilization-
and

civilization-
andand missionaries .

"GodGod"'" will take care of thosethose-
missionaries

:
missionaries ," thethe-thetrader- trader toldtold-
him

told-
him

,

him grimly . And he wasn'twasntwasn't-
talking

'
talking about Heaven andand.angelsandangelsangels. . '

Helie also metinet hearty , remarkremark-remark-
able

¬.-
able women who "digdig" the councoun-coun-
try

¬.-

try and the life .."" ,- Noted eveneven-
the

even-
thethe saddest of the lot pulledpulled-
toto with remarkable courage inin-
time

in-
timetime of emergency like the treattreat-
of

treat-
ofof forestforsstfor st fire,. -"

Keim-KeimKeimsaid-, said that Natives werewere-
surprised

were-
surprisedsurprised

, that first to learn hehe-
was

he-
waswas researching 'thethe' the whites , inin-inin-
stead

¬-<
stead of "measuringmeasuring" their sculls "
which is their stereotype ofof-
anthropology

of-
anthropologyanthropology .

"II" letJet ' itittit , slide . Don'tDontDon 7t' pu-pupuhpu'lhpulhpushpu'lh-
and

push-
and

-'>hand ' finallyfmally ,theyhey come'ou-
t

comeou-
t

corne'ou-
t

corneou-
t

come'ou-
t

comeou-
t' withwith-

I

with-
an

with-
anan

'
opinion or two about thethe-

interlopers
the-

interlopers
I

,'""*interlopers.,

,
Generally , he found ,. NativesNatives-

and
Natives-

andandandandwhiteswhites socialized freely .

This was too seldom , however .

Only some teacher couplescouples-
seemed

couples-
seemedseemed to have settled in excepexcep-excep-
tionally

excep-
tionally

-¬-

tionally well . *,

The .researcherresearcher
,
., , who .beganbegan

.,
began-

his
began-

hishis trip in May '
"' and '-returned

r-

eturned'-returnedlast'-returned
r-

eturned'-returnedlast' returned
last week , has yet to polishpolish-
his

polish-
hishis notesnotes-andnotesand"andand"'- begin his thesis .

He has *. developed ,. however ," , aa-
fairly

a-
fairlyfairly solid theory on ' howhow-
whites

how-
whiteswhites best survive the: Arctic .

I' "InIn'In"' order ', to live in
' thatthat-

kind
that-

kind
'

kind 'ofof"of'"'' environment the whitewhite-
man

'-
man

m- an'-
man

m- an'
man has to , become moremore'likemorelikemore-likemorelikemore'like-
the

morelike-
the

'likelike'-

the Eskimo and
,
the Indian ,. yetyet-

remain
,

remain 'inin'' in ' the , modernmodem world . ;

He really canYdoancan't'd-
o

cantd-
o'('
do anythihganything elseelse-

The
else-

The
.:

"TheThe-The
"-

better the balancebalan e he cancarlcarl-

hav
can-

havehavehav betweenbetwe n , the two worlds ,

the better he is able to influenceinflunceInfluence-
Eskimo

: .

Eskimo people in modern ways.""'

,. The triptripcausedcaused KeimKeirn to carecare-carecare-
fully

".¬-
fully reassessrreassessassess the value of anthro-anthroanthro-
pology

anthrotanthro-
pology

--. iti-
pologypology .:* and he'shes' not quite suresure-
whereinwherein hishi future lieslies-

'I've
. ,

'"

, ,

"I'veIve-'I've'I've"-' ' thought.thoughtthought. '
a jotlotot aboutaboutabout-

going
about-

goinggoing out . tototheo , the KobukKobuk'my-Kobuk'myKobukmyKobuk'my-
self

' mymy-
self

¬-

self ," he ,
', smiledsmile. . "I'dId" ' like toto-

give, ive it smil1smil1"I'd:"'0* A'give0' _
,

a try ,'
>,

:
,.

' .

\


