
EditorialEdilorial-EdilorialEditorial--
EdilorialCannikinEditorialCannikinCannikin Seems toto-

Be
to-

BeBe FullFullofof HolesHolesW-
eagainstCannikinWe were ', heartened by the latest expose'sexposes' against

Cannikin , the Atomic Energy Commission'sCommissions' proposedproposed-
shot

proposed-
shotshot at Amchitka Island thathat will 'bebe' be equivalent toto'fivetofiveto-fivetofiveto'five-
million

tofive-
million

'- five
million tons of TNT (55( rnegatonsmegatons ) if it is allowed toto-
detonate

to-
detonatedetonate . Our feelingsfeeHngs should be shared by the thousandsthousands-
ofof Aleuts livingJiving along the Aleutian . Chain and itsits-
environs

its-
environsenvirons that has sustained those people for centuries . '-
PerhapsPrhapsP rhaps the latest charges negative to AEC'sAECs' CannikinCannikin-
might

Cannikin-
mightmight be profound enough to cause cancellationcanceliatiCn? of thethe-
shot

the-
shotshot by the President of the United States . We Hope thatthat-
they

that-
theythey will be and that President NixonNikon will call off thethe-
shot

the-
shotshot . ,

It is now common knowledge that two of AEC'sAECs' testtest-
atomic

test-
atomicatomic shots underground at Nevada testing groundsgrounds-
actually

grounds-
actuallyactually created earthquakes releasing energy ten timestimes-
as

times-
asas great as the original power of the bomb tests. TheThe-
tests

The-
teststests were the Hardhat and the Piledriver . The Hard-HardHard-
hat

Hard-
hat

Hard-
hat

-
hat release of energy was only equivalent to 6 tons ofof-
TNT

of-
TNTTNT and the Piledriver 58 tons ;'. Although'Although' small in size atat-
detolation

at-
detonationdetonationdetolation) , they did release extra energy up to 'tenten'

timestimes-
their

times-
theirtheir originally set of'of' energy . ,

.
On the other hand ,. the proposed Cannikin explosion ,.

if triggered ;, would be equivalent to 5 niillionmillion tons ofof-
iNT

of-
TNTTNTiNTwidelyknown.

,
It would be . detonated 'closeclose' .alongalong., the widely

known earthquake faults on the Aleutian Chain . If thethe-
shot

the-
shotshot reacted along the lines of the Hardhat and thethe-
Piledriver

the-
PiledriverPiledriver , there would seem to be highly dangerousdangerous-
consequences

dangerous-
consequencesconsequences for the State of Alaska and its people , asas-
well

as-
wellwell as endangering other countries as a result of tsunamistsunamis-
commonly

tsunamis-
commonlycommonly called tidaftidafwavestidal'wavestidalwaves'waves .

' .
Our own State Attorney General John Havelock hashas-

also
has-

alsoalso addedaddedweightweight tpto the charges against AEC'sAECs' CannikinCannikin-
by

Cannikin-
byby strongly pointingpointifl9 out that the commission has notnot-
compried

not-
compliedcompliedcompried with the requirementsIrequirements> of the Nixon adminiadmini-admini-
stration's

admini-
stration's

¬-
stration's1strations1stration'sstrations' ' own Environmental Quality Act ; that the AECAEC-
has

AEC-
hashas never given the general public enough informationinformation-
soso that the public could form its own opinions. Our ownown-
congression

.

,
congressionalcongression l delegation , Senators Mike . Gravel and TedTed-
StevensStevens and Congressman Nick Begich , havehvehhaveve also

,
stronglystrongly-

opposed
strongly-

opposedopposed Cannikin ., ' "'
Opposition to'CannikintoCannikinto '° Cannikin seems to bebeyo-

n. on the increase ,.

and it ' could mushroom into a greater extent because it isis-
becoming

is-
becomingbecoming known'known'known'alsoknownalso' 'alsoalso'also that it might not really be a nsc-nscnsc-
essary

n3C-n3Cnec-necn3C-
ess

nec-
essary

-
essaryessessaryry test . People ',arearare-arearebeginning- beginning to see that the CanCan-Can-
ni

Can-CanCan-
nikin

¬-
nikinni Jn seems to be full ofof' holeshol s and thatihat its triggeringtriggering-
should

triggering-
shouldshould be called off .

'

We arearere heartenedhearteed", indeed that thehe Aleut people in thethe-
vast

the-
vastvast Aleutian Chain areas ' are finally getting the backingbackingtheythey have , needed to help themth m protectprote'ct' theirth ir valuedvalued-
environment

valued-
environmentenvironment , and sustenance areas they have'have' used for'for'forfor'' ' ,.

centuries .
, We hopehope-hopethat"- that ',

,they , along with'with' GovernorGovernor-
William

Governor-
William.WilliamWilliam. Egan and'and' his administration ,. our congressional
delegationcongressionaldelegation,. various'various' groups , throughout the nation 'andand'; and-
influential

and-
influentialinfluential individualsindividual will beibebevictorious', victorious in stopping

.
thethe-

potentially
the-

potentiallypotentially'ii' '
dangerousdangerou's

,

' Cannikin
"

experimentexperimenth
,

...,

I.
'


