
AAIAAMA Joinsoins GrOtipGroupGrouptototo-
StopStop Amchitka Blast-

WASHINGTON , D . C-AI-CAIC-AIC-Al-AlCAI-
PAA

CAl-
PAA

.-( -.
PA-APAAAAPA-A))- A lawsuit to stop an underunder-under-
ground

¬.-
, groundgr und nuclear explosion on thethe-

Alaskan
the-

AlaskanAlaskan island of Amchitka thisthis-
October

this-
OctoberOctober will havehaye a formal rereore-rereo-

ponse
re-

sponse
¬-

sponseponse$ from the 4U.S4US, U.SUS. . govern ¬.
mentmen t by July 28 .

The Association on AmericanAmerican-
IMian

American-
IndianIndianIMian Affairs ( AAIA), an oror-oror-
ganization

¬.-

ganization of 50,00050000, Indian andand-
nonIndian

and-
nonIndiannon-IndiannonIndian- members which isis-
devoted

is-
devoteddevoted to protect the rightsrights-
and

rights-
andand welfare of Indians andand-
Alaska

and-
AlaskaAlaska Natives , has joined sevenseven-
other

seven-
otherother national conservation andand-
antiwar

and-
antiwarantiwar groups to block thethe-
largest

the-
largestlargest underground atomic exex-exex-
plosion

ex-
plosion

¬-

plosion ever set off by the

United States .

Therhe lawsuit , filed in U.SUS. .

District Court here JulyJGlyJ1'ilyJ1ily' 8 , rere-rere-

quested
re-

quested
¬-

quested an injunction to stopstop-
the

stop-
thethe AtomicAto.mic. Energy CommissionCommission-
from

Commission-
fromfrom testing the1thetheII, five-megatonfivemegatonfive-megatormegatorfivemegaton-
Cannikil'l

fivemegator-
Cannikin

-

CannikinCannikil'lCannikill' ABM warheadwarheads
,

It was the first time a nuclearnqclearnqclear-
test

nuclear-
testtest related to the developmentdevelopment-
of,of weaponrywe ponry had

.
been chal-chalchal-

i

chal-
lenged

chal-
lenged

-

i lenged in court..

AAIA General Counsel ArAr-ArAr-
thur

Ar-
thur

¬-

thur Lazarus indicatedinJicated that thethe-
Aleuts

the-
AleutsAleuts hadhhat, taken a position inin-
opposition

in-
oppositionopposition to the testing projectproject-
last

project-
lastlast May in testimony and resoreso-reso-
lution

reso-
lution

-¬-

lution .

'ThereThere"There'" are environmentalenvironmental-
considerations

environmental-
considerationsconsiderations of, great momo-mo-
ments

mo-
ments

-¬-

ments ," said Lazarus . "FirstFirst" isis-
the

is-
thethe possibilitypossib l ty ofVenting-radi-Ventingradiof'venting-radiof'ventingofventing'venting-radi-'ventingVentingradio-
astivity

'ventingradi-
oativity

' '- -.

oastivityoativity:, escaping directly intointo-
the

into-
thethe atmosphere . .- Secondly ,

earthquakes might be triggeredtriggered-
by

triggered-
byby the blast , touching offoffaoff-
submarine

off-
submarine

a
submarine tidal Wave , Thirdly ,

and of the greatest possible dandan-dan-
ger

dan-
ger

¬-

ger , in due course the radioradio-radio-
activity

¬.-

activity could get into the oceanocean-
and

ocean-
andand affect the salmon .

"ExpertsExperts"ExEx" : erts saysasaysalmon)' salmon wouldwould-
not

would-
notnot be affected for perhaps 150150-
years

1 5050-
yearsyears ,

,"" said Lazarus . "ThatThat" maymay-
be

may-
bebe long in the life of one man ,

but short in the life of thethe-
world

the-
worldworld ."

The suit claims the AEC isis-
ininI\I'\Ivolationviolationvolation;; of the National EnEn-EnEn-
vironmental

¬.-
vironmentalvlronmental Policy Act of 19691969-
and

1969-
andand mayTIay! violate the LimitedLimited-
Test

Limited-
TestTest BanBan Treaty of 1963 if radiradioradi-radio-
oactivity

radi-
oactivity

¬-

oactivity escapes into the atmosratmos.,
phere and extends into CanadaCanada-
and

Canada-
andand the Soviet Union .


