Senate passes two bills aimed at FAS

JUNEAU — Two bills aimed at
calling public attention to the

devastating birth defects caused
Fetal Alcohol Syndrome :::

mother drinks alcohol during

:iedical authorities in Alaska
believe FAS is the number one cause
of mental retardation in this state. The
condition is of special concern to the
Alaska Native ion since more
than 4 out of every 1,000 babies born
to Alaska Natives have this defect —
more than twice the national average,
Binkley said.

In addition, authorities estimate that
for every child born with FAS, 10 are

Research conducted by the Senate
Advisory Council indicates an
estimated 29 babies with FAS are born

in Alaska is conservatively estimated
at $1.4 million.

Almost FAS child born has
some form of mental retardation — the
average IQ being 66. Almost every
child or adult with FAS needs lifelong
care, supervision or support — either
from the family or society.

“Few, if any, families can pay the

enormous costs of rﬁnganFﬁS
child or adult,’’ Bi said. ‘‘The
burden is usually assumed by govern-

ment in Alaska at a cost of nearly $40
million a year, When you add in the
Fﬂﬂhlmhulﬁﬁmhhi:l:;nﬂmscﬁ
is staggering — more 1
million a year!"

Not included in these figures are the
costs for treating medical problems
commonly associated with FAS
babies: blindness and deafness, kidney
problems, club foot and cleft palate,
and even spina bifida.

FAS children and adults are also at
high risk for physical and sexual

abuse. Many suffer from depression,
are suicidal and a few become violent.
None of the costs associated with these
problems are included.

Binkley said the alcohol warning
signs legislation is by the
State of Alcohol and Drug
Abuse Board, the March of Dimes, the
Alaska Native Health Board, the Na-
tional Education Association-Alaska,
the Alaska Women's Lobby, the
Alaska Council on Prevention of
Alcohol and Drug Abuse, the Tanana
Chiefs Conference and the Rural
Alaska Community Action Program’s
Village Pmicipﬂ?un Conference.



