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Corps to start building

St.

Construction of a $60 million bot-
tomfish harbor at St. Paul will begin
this summer, culminating the city of
St. Paul’s year-long effort to line up
financing for the project, according to
thc U.S. Army Cﬁl‘pﬁ of Engineers.

agreement signed recently bet-
w'ﬂ:n thc CI?’ of St. Paul and the Ar-
my Cmps Engineers set in motion
the city's construction contract with
Kiewit-Pacific Co. The construction
company was standing by to finalize
supply contracts as soon as they
received a notice to proceed on the
project. ‘

St. Paul MayesrJohn R. Merculief
signed a revised local cooperation

with-the Corps in An-

¢ last month, . The agreement

was the first in the nation to allow the
federal government to local in-
terests fur the federal share of the pro-
ject after construction is completed.

The original agreement was signed
last summer, but construction of the
project was postponed due to lack of
funds. The revised changed
the construciton schedule and reduced
the cost to build the dock.

The revision also made allowances
for a cost increase due to inflation dur-
ing the past-year and allows a $2.87
million credit to the city for previously
stockpiled armor rock at Cape Nome.

St. Paul and the Corps will cost
share $27 million of the project’s con-
struction cost. The federal government
will reimburse up to 80 percent of the
cost of constructing the breakwaters,
an entrance channel and six-acre
maneuvering area to a project depth
of 18 feet. This federal share is
estimated to' be Slﬁ.ﬂlmiﬂiuu. 'IE
federal government will maintain
hreakwaterc and the entrance channel
after the project is completed and
approved.

aul bottomfish harbor

St. Paul finances all dock and
moorage construction costs. The city
ans to add 700 feet to the existing
foot long dock and add a berthing
area and mooring facilities.

The dock will be built in three

. All work on the project will
be completed by March 31, 1992.

St. Paul residents believe the har-
bor will help fill an economic void left
when the federally supported fur seal
harvest was terminated.

St. Paul, Alaska's northernmost ice
free harbor, plans to establish a marine
services industry on the island. By
eliminating the long trip to the Aleu-
tians for service, Benng Sea commer-
cial fishing hﬂll: Wi I,w: tmrc

_ fishing time, therehy

per pound of fish landed.



