Outrage, shock over spill

To the editor:

1 am a Haida Indian woman who has
spent years of my life furthering the
hopes, dreams and needs of our Native

people and myself.

I am absolutely sickened by the un-
conscionable spilling of 11 million
gallons of oil by on into our

Alaska’s majestic waters and
shoreline.

I am from Hydaburg, however, I
spent years in Juneau working for
Native legislators from 1969 to 1982.
Five of those years were working for
Rep. Alvin Osterback, D-Sand Point,
who was House Resources chairman
and Bush Caucus chairman. One of
our greatest concerns was that our
Native land be protected from viola-

ion by oil or exploitation by the
United States or anyone else who
could possibly abuse our Mother Earth
and her oceans!

I am outraged, shocked, and I feel
like our land has been brutally violated
by Exxon. How dare hire a cap-
tin who had a history of ic con-
duct. Nature will suffer the conse-
quences of his actions for all time!!

Obviously, Exxon did not care who
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I was right beside John Sackett,
Emil Notti, Willie Hensley, John Bor-
bridge and many other Natives who at
one point said, ‘*“Take our land, take
our life, " to the U.S. government dur-
ing the Alaska Native claims fight.

How will this tragedy, this horren-
dous oi spill affect our seals, our
salnmn our whales, our hvdil:noda in

the villages? Our lives have been
polluted by oil. Our worst fear is and
will be realized for all time!

Exxon should be sued for billions

of dollars by the Native

for the state and the U.S. gov

have no relationship to the land or to
her ocean life. We Natives who have
occupied the land since time im-
memorial have.

We have loved our land. We have
not abused her, nor taken wantonly of
her, Now she has been violated by an
act of treason against her.

The news even says that the cleanup
is desperately *‘minimal.”” Where are
the corporate towers of Alaska, Native
corporation leaders? Are they so
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ns in Alaska again!

At one point we Natives were so
strong we threatened to withdraw to
the Brooks e and die for our land
beglus: :rz i w a 900-mile
pipeline built wi the guarantee
that the oil would never destroy our
lands, our tundra or our wildlife.
Now, 1989, our ocean, our fisheries
will be dstroyed. Our subsistence food
will be gone. Our waters have been
polluted for all time, and Native
lcﬁcm are silent.

ative leaders I . Tcall
on you to sue ﬂlcm Let
this incident serve as a deterrent to fur-
ther negligent oil companies that they
cannot get away with the destruction
of Native waters mm Alaska

I have awa my .

Native \vorzm on a doctorate
at Stanford University and am
here in the Twin Cities, 'I'he
silence the Native leaders echoes
to me here in the Twin Cities. .

Thank you,
Diann L. Morrison (Kil-Sly)
St. Paul, Minn.
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