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JUNEAU — Most of the |1 million
gallons of oil sﬂllcd from the Exxon
Valdez March 24 continue to float in
Prince William Sound, spreading

ooey tentacles in small bays, chok-
ing the life from thousands of sea birds
and marine mammals. . .and threaten-
ing the very existence of fishermen in
Valdez and Cordova.

OPINION

As the lighter products of North
Slope crude evaporate, heavier tar
balls are left, slowly sinking
downward to contaminate the food
chain and possibly destroy the valuable
salmon resources of Prince William
Sound for at least several vyears,
perhaps longer.

Now the fisheries of Kodiak, the na-
tion's number one fishing port, and
Kachemak Bay find themselves in the
path of the roving oil slick.

Fishermen have real cause for con-
cern for the future of their livelihood.
What salmon do manage to escape the
oil face an uncertain future as they run
the gauntlet of drift nets on the high
seas.

Fortunately, U.S. i in the
latest mﬂgﬁﬂkﬁ m the Japanese
and Canadian governments in
Washington, D.C., held firm and
refused to give up more of our salmon
in order to appease Japanese greed and
politics.

With their fish stocks threatenad by
oil contamination, Alaska fishermien
were in no mood to see their salmon
given away to foreign fishing interests
without getting a good deal in return.

The message to the U.S. State
Department — from fishermen across
the state, from Alaska’s state
legislators, as well as from Alaska’s
Congressional Delegation — was loud
and strong: Do not strike a bargain
with the Japanese at our expense.

After six intense days, the govern-
ment talks ended in a stalemate with
the Japanese refusing to compromise.

Since November, the Japanese have
been asking for permission to convert
their old mothership fleet in the Ber-
ing Sea to a more economically viable
land-based fleet. Alaska fishermen
rightly fear that such a move, without
sufficient monitoring and enforce-
ment, could institutionalize salmon
fishing on the high seas well into the
future.

In addition, the Japanese govern-
ment announced that its ever-
expanding squid fleet would move
north this summer by 2 degrees. As
these boats, fitted with gear capable

not cave in to

conversion

nfmﬁnglﬂmﬁmﬁmnm,
move into the colder northern waters,
the chances of catching salmon are
greatly increased. U.S. scientists are
r:lumm f!in give ;'cttlll mintg.
bal gures have ranged as hi
as | million additional intercepted
salmon!

That's why U.S. negotiators insisted

that U.S. acceptance of the Japanese
be linked to a

stnumc:nllgvnl' observer program in
ﬂ;mmw degrees of squid fishing
[

That's why the Governor’s High
Seas Advisory Group at its meeting in
Anchorage last week urged the gover-
nor 1o i iately write of
State Jim Baker i ing him that the
movement north of the squid boundary
was tantamount to the an-

their withdrawal the In-
ternational North Pacific Fisheries
Convention.

The INPFC is the international trea-
ty which regulates salmon fishing on
the high seas. In Alaska fishermen's
eyes, fishing effort on an extended
northern line would result in a
calculated increased take of salmon —
either incidentally or directly.

The High Seas Mvm also
urged the governor to i ' Elﬁk
the State Department and the
Guard what it intended to do with
surveillance and enforcement efforts
this season since it was obvious there

marine mammals and sea birds also
taken in high seas gillnets makes this
a national issue.

We can't let this issue get lost amidst

_ ing the nation’s
womtollgpill, [




