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Doctor treated many Natives

by Henry S. Kaiser
for the Tundra Thmes

June 1950 saw a black Packard
automobile in a cloud of dust speeding
north — destination, Seward
Sanatorium, Seward, Alaska.

The driver was a man who was
totally dedicated to a mission — to step
into the frontline of Alaska's most
menacing epidemic and health pro-
blem — tuberculosis. His name was
Dr. Francis J. Phillips.

Dr. Phillips, 84, died at An-
chorage’s Providence Hospital April
12,

Dr. Phillips was no cheechako to
Alaska; he had been a medical otticer
in World War II's Aleutan Campaign.
Eventually he became a public health
officer with Gen. George Patton’s
Third Army in Western Europe dur-
ing and after the famous Battle of the
Bulge.

Like many of Alaska’'s WWII
veterans, Dr. Phillips’ first priority
was to return to Alaska to help open
and develop this northern territory.
He was the medical director and
thoracic surgeon of Seward
Sanatorium for seven years,
1950-1957.

As the first thoracic surgeon to prac-
tice in the territory, he performed
more. than 50 major surgical chest
operations each of those years and
hundreds of minor surgical
procedures.

At the Seward Sanatorium much
more than medical and surgical treat-
ment was dispensed under the direc-
tion of Dr. Phillips. It became a **full
service institution. '’ The 150 pati
were, on the average, 700 miles from
home. Included were children 4 years
of age or less and adults up to 84.

The patients were white, Alaska
Natw:s, Black and Asians. Their

ngth of hospitalization varied from
twaﬁmhmlﬂ"".'_' T

As the battle of TB p
the help of new  medicines, the

treatment time was reduced

from two and a half years to less than
one year.

Dr. Phillips brought to Seward
Sanatorium one of Alaska's first
Rehabilitation Programs. As a pa-
tient’s condition improved he or she
was counselled, and most were en-
rolled in a training program. Courses
were taught in an on-site location in
an actual grocery store, shoe repair
shop, photographic studio and an
automotive service station.

Also, secretarial training and book-
keeping were taught. Children were
taught at bedside by two teachers from
the Territorial Department of
Education.

Dr. Phillips left Seward in 1957,
two befarr: the sanatorium
¢l , and established a medical-
surgical practice in Anchorage. He
served as part-time chief of the TB
Section for the state of Alaska.

After ‘‘retirement’’ in 1972, Dr.
Phillips tackled another of Alaska's
number one diseases — alcoholism.
He and co-worker Barbara Hoffman
authored and published an alcoholic

treatment textbook for the Northwest

Indian Training Institute.
(Continued on Page Five)
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In 1979, the residénts of Bethel named

their alcoholic treatment facility the
Phillips Alcohol Treatment Center.
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