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3"When
196-

3When: "WhenWhen" I came up out of thethe-

water
the-

water
1

water , I saw my father . He waswas-
t

was-

bleedingt
\ bleedingbt eding 'aroundaround' thetlie head . HeHe-

was'
, waswas holdingholdh'lgholdhlg' on to a floatingfloating-

paddle,. ;: paddle ," said Weya'hokWeyahokWey
' hok sadly .,

I
!

He wasas telling aboutabout-
hetwathe trag-tragtrag-

edy
-.

iithatahappened|, edyhetwaedyedyaroundthatththatahappenedthatahappenedaboutt happened when hehetwawas
'"' around ;', 1133 years old . HeRe had ne-nene-

ver
nene-

ver

-.
', ver likedlk d ' toto.tel-

l
totel-

l
tell about it becausebecause-

itit had affectedaffec'tedaffected
.'

him profoundly .

'ItIt'' hadhM been around the mid-midmid-

vdle
mid-

die
-. I'I-

dievdle,;die of May . .TheThe., The e.verever<. ver excitingexciting-
whale. Iwh.aleIwhale, whale. hunt waswasas in progress .

Chief Attungowruk , assassVeilwell\VeilVeil\ asas-

another
as-

anotheranother crew , had gotten whaleswhales-
and

whales-
andand every crew was still tryingtrying-
toto get more meat for the comingcoming-
year

coming-
yearyear .

AnticipationAnticipation"-
There

Anticipation"-
There

Anticipation"-
There"ThereThere" had been ai' considerconsider-consider-

able

¬.-
able excitement , especially forfor-

me
for-

meme , sometime before the Whalwhal-whal-

ing
¬.-

ingng seasonseasoTiseasop started ," said Weya-WeyaWeya-

hok
Weya-

hok
-.

hok . "OneOne" evening my father ,

KakairnokKakairno , said to me , 'mymy' son ,

youyolJ are-arearegrowing-., growing up and youyou-

shouldshouldyoushouldstart to do what men do .

How would you like it if I tooktook-
you

took-
youyou on as a member of mymy-

crew
my-

crew "crew-crew-
crew"Needless"NeedlessNeedless" to say , IIwaswas thethe-

happiest
the-

happiesthappiest boy in the village . TheThe-

anticipation
The-

anticipationanticipation ofofwhalewhale huntinghunting-
with

hunting-
withwith my father and his crewcrew-
was

crew-
waswaswas very exciting ., AnotherAnother-
happy. happy thought was that I wouldwould-
be

would-
bebe in companycompany of two otherother-
boys

other-
boysboys , Akniachak , around 1616-

years
16-

yearsyears of age and a veteran ofof-

three
of-

threethree was going to do this soso-

Koonook
so-

KoonookKoonook who was a bit youngeryounger-
than

younger-
thanthan I was and who was goinggoing-
whaling

going-
whalingwhaling for the first time also .

"MotherMother" was excited also butbut-
aa little worried at the same time .

She had said to me , 'II' 1I will makemake-
you

make-
youyou some warm clothing toto-

wear
to-

wearwear ..'' She had told Koonook'sKoonooksKoonook's-
mother

Koonook's-
mother

'
mother that she was going to dodo-

this
do-

thisthis so Koonook was to havehave-

warm
have-

warmwarm clothing also . AkniachakAkniachak-
already

Akniachak-
alreadyalready had his from the pastpast-

season
past-

seasonseason ., "

Heavy ClothingOothingClothing-
Weyanok's

Oothing-
Weyanok's

Clothing-
Weyanok'sWeyanok'sWeyanoks' mother had mademade-

l

made-

himhiml m 'aa'a parka of heavy winter carcar-car-

4bou
car-

ibou
¬-

ibou4bou skin and a pair of knee-kneeknee-
length

knee-
length

knee-
length

-

length pants of the same matermater-mater-

ial'Koonook's
¬.-

ialial'Koonook'sialKoonooks.. "Koonook'sKoonooks""' ' mother had donedone-
the

done-
thethe same for him . The parkasparkas-
and

parkas-
andand pants were not much forfor-

looks
for-

lookslooks , but they were very warm .

The season was now half overover-

and
over-

andand KakairnokKakaimokKakairnok'andKakairnokand'-and
a-nd'-and
a-nd' his crew hadhad-

not
had-

notnot had any luck . '

"OneOne"oheohe"ohedaY" daydaY,
, just before midmid-mid-

day
¬.-

dayd y , myqiyspy father said to us , 'WeWe'We-

are
'We-

are
'

are not doing very well here . II-

think
I-

thinkthink we shouldsholild move ouroucampoucamp-
up

("" campcamp-
upup ' north awayaway from the otherother-
crews

other-
crewscrews--WecrewsWecrews .':-

'-' We might do betterbemr uptipup-

there
tip-

therethere
,

. '
"We-"WeWe"Webroke" -, broke camp

,.
and loadedloadecjloaded-

our

'

our geargegearr in the urhiakuJhiakumiak and startstart-start-
ed

start-
ed

¬-

ed north , 'paddlingpaddling' along thethe-

edge
the-

edgeedge ofoof(, a lead . We passadpassed two '

whaling campsc mps along the way .

Beyond the last camptamp was thethe-

shore
the-

shoreshore ice that jutted out seasea-sea-

ward
sea-

ward
¬-

ward . When we rounded, it , wewe-
must

we-
mustmustmust have been over a mile awayawayaway-

from

'

from ', the last whaling camp we ,

passedpassed-

yhate
. <;

, \yhateyhateWhale\ SurfacesSurfaces-
"We

Surfaces-
"We

Surfaces-
"We

'

"WeWe"" werewere leisurely cruising a-aa-

long
a-

long
a-

long
-

long abbutaboutab ut 90 feet from thethe-

shore
the-

shoreshore ice looking for a suitablesuitable-
place

suitable-
placeplace to set up camp , when aa-

larger
a-

largerlarger than average sizedsizedwhalewhalewhale-
surfaced

whale-
surfacedsurfaced about 75 feet directlydirectly-
ahead

directly-
aheadahead of usus .

" .'
'-

us
u- s'-

us
u- s'u- squickly

'
"FatherFather" looked back to usus-

quicklyquickly and motioned for us toto-

paddle
to-

paddlepaddle . The crew consisted ofof-

my
of-

mymy fatherfjther: ;, Kakairnok , two otherother-
men

other-
menmen , one of which was thethe-

helmsman
the-

helmsmanhelmsman , a woman who preparprepar-prepar-
ed

¬.-
ededmealsmeals , and three of us boys .

"WeWe"" started to paddle afterafter-
the

after-
thethe whale with all the energy wewe-

could
we-

couldcould muster to catch upuupupwithwith it ,

'onon'on one of three or four series ofof-

surfaces
of-

surfacessurfaces it makes to breathe . WeWe-

caught
We-

caughtcaught up on the third surfacingsurfacing-
and

surfacing-
andand my father raised his whalewhale-
harpoon

whale-
harpoonharpoon . ,

-

"MyMy" father'sfathers' whale harpoonharpoon-
had

harpoon-
hadhad a stout wooden shaft fastfast-fast-

ened
¬.-

ened to a bone shank roundedrounded-
toto a dull point at the end . OnOn-

the
On-

thethe end of the shank was thethe-
harpoon

the-
harpoonharpoon head of sharpened slateslate-

made
slate-

mademade out of ivory and it had aa-

blade
a-

bladeblade of sharpened slate fittedfitted-
at

fitted-
atat the point ,. The harpoon headhead-
itself

head-
itselfitself was fastened to long , stoutstout-
walrus

,

walrus hide rawhide thong . TheThe-

other
The-

otherother end was fastened to threethree-
seal

three-
sealseal skin floats .

"MyMy" father struck and plungplung-plung-
ed

¬.-
ed the harpoon deep into thethe-

kidney
the-

kidneykidney area of the whale . HeHe-

used
He-

usedused the momentummomen turn of the umurnum-um-

iak
¬.-

iak to help him . The helmsmanhelmsman-
had

helmsman-
hadhad swung the umiak more than
45 degrees angle to the whale ,

considered by the whalers as aa-

safe
a-

safesafe angle .

Umiak HitHit-

"The
Hit-

"The
Hit-

"The"TheThe" whale'swhaleswlale'swl ale'sales' tail must havehave-

shifted
have-

shiftedshifted sharply beneath us thethe-

moment
the-

momentmoment of the strikestrike"continuedstrikecontinued,,''" continued

11WeyallOkI Weyahok/WeyahokWeyahok"TheiWeyallOkWeyahok /:. , "TheiThei"TheigreatTheigreat"'
:Th

, great flukesflukes s'iid-s'iidsiidslldBud-Buds'iid-

j

Bu-
ddenly

'
--,hit1,

j denly rose out ofo ( the water hit-hitWt-WtWt-

ting
hit-

Ling
--

,

1
\ tingLing ourour.Imiakumiak\.Imiak.ImiakUmiakjust\. just

j- ust forward ofof-

the
of-

the'mid| ,thethe'midthemid
'-

mid
m- id'midmid' beam . ThereThere was a sick .,

ieningening\ .
feeling off b'eingbeingoeini' lifted intointo-

the|
\ the airair by aa'greatagreat'greatgreat'' force.under-force.underf'orceunder-f'orceunderforceunderforce.under-
neath

forcef'orceunder-
neath

'

'
., under-underunder-

neath
-

,

[! neath . .

I\ "ThereThere" was sounds of woodwood-
nappingsnappingnapping ,;' mingled

'
- with thethe-

cream
:
.

screamcream of the woman member of \
'

ihe'crewihecrewtheofthehe
'
crew . The'greatThegreatThe-greatThegreatThe'greThegre'- t 'forceforce'

underunder-
us

'

us seemedeemed:; to ceasceasecease? and then I v'
"-

myself
m-

yself
"'feltfelt myselfmyselfsailingsailing throughthrou thethe "'

air'!irr . I seemed tosail.fortosailforto sailfor.,
long'rtio-long'rtiolongrtiolong'rholongrholong'rtio-

rhents
long ', mo-momo-

ents
-.

, rhentsTentsoftieents andandI-II-' I1 . felt the impactiJ1lpact of
,.

'"

thetie waterw'ater
'

VvhenWhen I camecame down .r.ere.
, 1Iwhat"seemedIngIwent, went under for whatseemedwhat"seemedwhat"seemedawhat

" _

seemedseemedaseemedt-
iling

a
longIngtiling() time . I swallowed

.
somesome-

water
some-

waterWater .
I
t

IIWoundedWoundedWounded
'

FatherFather-
II
\ "FinallyFinally" I1 felt air around my \,

headheadmyhead. I gasped for breath . I sawsawsaw-

o11r

saw-

ourouro11r; umiak upside down . ThereThere-
w

There-
waswaswwass no shape to itit.. It looked likelike-

aa deflatedleflated seal skin float.. To thethe-

leit
the-

leftleftleit of it , I-sawIsawI.sawIsaw-. my fatherfather ! HeHe-

was
He-

waswaswas bleeding badly around .thethe..the-

lie
the-

liedKelieliedd . He saw me andJand .
; shoutedhoutedhouted-

'Eqqneeng' 'EeqneengEeqneeng'EqqneengEqqneengEegneeng
' , (Son ,) try tot make itit-

to
it-

toto 'thethethehe ice . Try hard ! Son , I cancan-can-
not

¬.-

notnolnotnolmakenotmakemake it . My bones are brokbrok-brok-
en

¬.-

en !
'!
, HurryHurryiHurryison, son , try to make it toto-

the
to-

thethe ice ! ' I could see my fatherfather-
cl

father-
clingingclingingclngmg to a floating paddle withwith-
his

with-
hishis lefteft hand . His other armarm

. mustmust-
hav

must-
havehavehav been badly injured .
', "II"1 could not swim but-JbutJbutJbut- 1 triedtried-
to

tried-
toto do what my father told me toto-

do
to-

dodo . 'UseUse' your arms and hand andand-

paddle
and-

paddlepaddle with them ! ' father shoutshout-shout-
ed

shout-
ed

¬-

ed ."
"TheThe" ice was about 125 feetfeet-

away
feet-

awayaway . The whale had thrown usus-

outward
us-

outwardoutward . My right knee waswas-

hurting
was-

hurtinghurting me terriblyterrib1y .

Father EncouragesEncourages"-
Ah1

Encourages-
"All"Ah1Ah1"AllAll" the while I could hearhear-

father
hear-

fatherfather encouraging me ," WeyaWeya-Weya-

hok
Weya-

hok
¬-

hok continued . "II" suddenly nono-not-

iced
no-

ticed
-¬-

ticed Koonook and Akniachak ,.

They were also trying to makemake-
it

make-
itit to the ice . KoonookKoonookwaswaswas-

whimpering
was-

whimperingwhimpering . They were both a-aa-

head
aa-

head
-.

head of me to my right . AkAk-Ak-

niachak
¬.-

niachak was making good propro-pro-
gress

pro-

gress
-¬-

gress .

"FatherFather" kept encouraging us .

I could no longer hear the wowo-wo-

man's
wo-

man's
¬-

man'smans' screams . When I was a fewfew-

feet
few-

feetfeet away from the ice , I couldcould-

no
could-

nono longer hear my father'sfathers' voice .

. SavedSaved-

"Akniachak
Saved-

"Akniachak
Saved-

"Akniachak"AkniachakAkniachak" had reached thethe-

ice
the.-

iceice-ice.ice-. andandwaswas scrambling up out ofof-

the
of-

thethe water . I had passed KoonookKoonook-
without

Koonook-
withoutwithout noticing him . AkniaAknia-Aknia-
chak

¬.-
chak began to encourage meme-meand- and

,

soon.
,
I was

'-

nie
n-

ie
,'

close 'et1et1enough'enoughUgll for him1u1nh1'mh1m1u1n-

to
h1'm-

to
'

to reachreach'nieme and pullpu.1Ipu1I
.

me out .
KoonookKoonookwaswas still about 20 feet '

'outout' .. He was cryingc'rying' , 'II' 1I can'tcant' makemake-
itit , I can'tcant' make it ! '

,

"II" was crying as I encouragedencouraged-
l

encouraged-
himlu'mlumhiml ' m because when I looked outout-

over
out-

overover the water , there was nono-
sigh

no-
sighsigh of life ., TheseTJlese were only remrern-rernrem-rern-

n
rem-

nants
¬-

nantsn nts of the broken umiak floatfloat-float-

ing
¬.-

ing out to sea . I had lost my fafa-fafa-

thel
fa-

ther
¬-

therthel "' --- my good father ' :' '" '. .

"KoonookKoonook"KoQnookKoQnook" was giving up butbut-
Akn

but-
Akniachak

,

AkniachakAkn achak and
,

I kept shouting'shoutingshouting-
to

'shouting-
to

'

to binrhim. to ' keepkeeptrying' trying .., HeHescfmseemseem--scfmscfmseem-
ed

- ¬.-
,

ed to get a renewed strengthHisstrength'HlsstrengthHlsstrength'Hls-
stiffened

strength :;
;
' llisllis-

stiffenedstiffened limbs were giving 'himhim'hinthint'hint-
great

'

, great difficulty but somehow , hehe-

managed
he-

managedmanagedenoughforto-totocometo come.come-. close enough
, fofforfot us to reach him and puljedpulledpulled-
him

pulled-
himhim,

,him outqutout.. He was crying andand-

shuddering
and-

shudderingshuddering greatly .

"WhenWhen" we
' got liimhim we beganbegan-

toto walk himl m around holdingh ld ng him1him-

by
p1

byy his arms . He didn'tdidnt' want toto-

walk
to-

Walkwalk and said he wanted to tielielie-

down
lie-

downdown but we kept walking him .,

My knee kept hurting . When ;: II-

looked
I-

lookedlooked at it , it had been cruelcrucruel-cruelcruel-
ly

l-ll-
Jy

¬-
lyJy skinned with great bruises a-aa-

round
aa-aa-

round
-.

round them . Whatever happenedhappeneQ ,
I was fortunate that my leg hadhad-

not
had-

notnot been broken , otherwise , II-

probably
I-

probablyprobably would not have madmademade-
it

?
it . "

GriefGrief'-

Weyahok
Grief-

Weyahok
Grief'-

Weyahok'WeyahokWeyahok-Weyahok'- became ' quiet andand-

bowed
and-

bowedbowed his head . He could notnot-

talk
not-

talktalktalkanyany longer . A greatgn at emotionemotion-
had

emotion-
hadhad overtaken him . This was thethe-

reason
the-

reasonreason he had never liked toto-

talk
to-

talktalk about the tragedy . He hadhad-

wanted
had-

wantedwanted to be like him becausebecause-
he

because-
hehe hadhadworshippedworshipped . He wantedwanted-
toto be strong like his father .

Weyahok did become strongstrong-
when

strong-
whenwhen .hehe. reached manhood , bothboth-
in

both-
inin will and physical strength . HeHe-

was
He-

waswas known as the strongest manman-

in
man-

inin the village in.in. his day . He usedused-

it
used-

itit in his hunting and it made himhim-

aa man of great endurance . HeHe-

was
He-

waswas a challenge to the greatgreat-
rigors

great-
rigorsrigors of the Arctic ,. He used itit-

with
tt-

withwith care without ever over-overover-
extending

over-
extending

over-
extending

-

extending himselflmself . His fellowfellow-
hunters

fellow-
huntershunters knew his strength andand-

they
and-

theythey treated him1m accordingly .

He never braggedbraggedaboutabout hishis-

strength
his-

strengthstrength . Instead , he smiled andand-

laughed
and-

laughedlaughed . His childrencl ldren knew itit-

was
it-

waswas there . The very tone of hishis-

voice
his-

voicevoice became law and they obey ¬.

ed him . .'

WhileWl le StrikesStrikes-
After

Strikes-
After

Strikes-
After

'
After a long silence , WeyahokWeyahok-

continuedcontinued :

, ' ,

"II" havehave}rave never stoppedstop d thinkthink-thinkthink-
ing

¬.-

ing ab'outabout' the strangenessstrangen ss ofofususus-

three
.

threethreeboys, boys of having saved ourour-our-
selves

¬.-
selvesselvesvh.ileVhjle\vh.ilevh.ile'whilewhile\' . all our adults 'perper' ¬.

ished . The whale must liavehave inin-inin-

juredeveryone
¬.-

juredjuredeveryone.everyoneeveryone.,

' of the adults byby-

the
by-

thethe great force of its flukes . II-

d

I-

don'tdon'tdontd n 'tt' remember
,

hearing the twottwo-
men

oo-

menmenmen . They must have beenbeen-
knocked

been-
knockedknocked out pr kjlledkilled outright..,

, All I could hear was my fatherfather-
asas he encouraged me , and thethe-

otRer
the-

otherotherotRer boys , and the woman'swomanswoman's-
screams

woman's-
screams

'
screams ., ," .

'

"WeWe" hidh
, startedstar d "" walkingwalking-

Koonook
walking-

KoonookKoonook towardstowards' thefhe camp toto-

the
to-

thethe south . We walked slowly atat-

fItst
at-

fitstfirstfItst because our limbs werewCre stiff .

Soon ourour blobdbloodblo d circulation camecame-

to
came-

toto normalnormaland_and we started hurryhurry-hurry-
ing

¬.-

ing . I hadhadhadaa hard time keepingkeeping-
upup with the boys because of mymy-

injured
my-

injuredinjured knee . ,

,

"BeforeBefore" we reached the campcamp
theyiheycampiheycamptheyspotted us andnd one manman-

came
man-

camecame running , sensing trouble .

We told lu'mlumhiInhimhiInwhathimwhat' what happened andand-

he
and-

hehe ran back ., There was a flurryflurry-
of

flurry-
ofof activity ' and they launchedlaunched-
their

launched-
theirtheir umiak ' at once and startedstarted-
paddling

started-
paddlingpaddling northno th in hopes of findfind-find-

ing

¬.-

ing someone alive . They didn'tdidntdidn't-
find

didn't-
find

'
find anyone alive , of co.ursecourseCQurse. .

CourierCourier"-

When
Courier"-

When
Courier"-

When"WhenWhen" we reached the campcampcanip ,

Onedne man hadhadremainedremained . He hadhad-

been
had-

beenbeen instructed to give us drydry-

clothes
dry-

clothesclothes . He was a young manman-

and
man-

andand he had been told to carrycarry-
the

carry-
thethe news to the village afterafterheafterhe-
got

' hehe-

gotgot the story from us ,.

"WhileWhile" we were putting onon-

our
on-

ourour dry clothes , the young manman-

started
man-

startedstarted for the village aboutabout-
three

about-
threethree miles east on the run .

.-
When

W- hen.-
When

W- hen. When we finished putting ourour-

clothes
our-

clothesclothes on , we started for home .,

"WeWe" hurried as fast as wewe-

could
we-

couldcould but the young man aheadahead-
steadily

ahead-
steadilysteadily pulled away from us . 1II-

Was

I-

waswas a drag on the other boys bebe-be-

cause
¬.-

cause of my injured knee .

"WhenWhen" we approached the vilvil-vil-

lage
¬.-

lage we couldeQuid see people walkingwalking-
toward

walking-
towardtoward the beach and when wewe-

reached
we-

reachedreached it they surrounded us .

Many women were weeping . MyMy-

mother
My-

mothermother had come forward andand-

took
.-

took me in her arms . She waswas-

dryeyeddry-eyeddryeyed- . She had been strickenstricken-
with

stricken-
withwith silent grief .

Saddened VillageVillage-

The
Village-

TheThe villagevilIage was saddened as itit-

had
it-

hadhad never been before . All thethe-

people
the-

peoplepeople in it knew those thatthat-
were

that-
werewere lost intimately . They grievgriev-griev-

ed
griev-

ed
¬-

ed over KakairnokKakaimok.. He was aa-

flne
a-

finefineflne hunter - a finefme man . HisHis-

loss
His-

lossloss would be felt in the wholewhole-
community

whole-
communitycommunity because he had helphelp-help-
ed

help-
ed

-¬-

ed to sustain it with , his considerconsider-consider-
able

consider-
able

¬-

able skill as a hunter .

His loss to his immediate famfam-fam-

ily
¬.-

ily was a deadening blow . WeyWey-Wey-

ahok
Wey-

ahok
¬-

ahok felt it most keenly bebe-bebe-

cause
¬.-

cause he had worshippedorsl pped his fafa-fafa-

ther
¬.- .

ther . Since he was the only boy ,
he felt that the ' responsibility ofof-

of
of-

ofof taking care of the familyfamily-
would

family-
wouldwould fall on his shoulders . HeHe-

was
He-

waswas too young as yet to be fullyfully-
effective

fully-
effectiveeffective as a hunter .

Chief Attungowruk of the vilvil-vilvil-

lage
¬.-

lage , almost at once invited WeyWey-Wey-

ahok
Wey-

ahok
¬-

ahok to join hisls crew . The ChiefChief-
had

Chief-
hadhad caught a whale earlier andand-

tol.d
and-

toldtoldtol.dtold. him that he would be givengiven-

a

_

a full sh'aresharesliare' of the whale as aa-

crewcrew member.. He instructed hisIusIus-

crew
his-

crewcrew to give thetIle Kakairnok famfam-fam-

ily
fam-

ily

¬-

ily a portion of their share . '
Attungowruk caught anotheranother-

whale
.

whale that season , inill fact twotwo-

days
two-

daysdays after Weyahok joined thethe'-

crew
the'-

crew'crewcrew'
, Soo the young hunter was '

able to provide his family withwith-
ample

with-
ampleample food for1for' the corningcoming year .

"ItIt" always amazed rrieme , " WeyWey-Wey-

ahok
Wey-

ahok
¬-

ahok continuedcOhtmued , "toto" think backback-
how

back-
howhow we were able to save ourour-our-
selves

our-

selves
¬-

selvesselves when we couldn'tcouldnt' swiiruswim,
1I used to wade in the lagoon upup-

to
up-

toto my waist an'dand' up to my neckneck-
once

neck-
onceonce in a while but I never learnIcarnlearn-learn-
ed

¬.-

ed to swim .
.JoJo.'.J-

oSavedSaved by ClothesClothes-
When

Clothes-
Aklicn.- --WhenWhen-AklicnAklicn-_ -.\% 1)1') the whalewhal struck ourour-

Continued
our-

Continued
our-

Continued(Continued on Page 10)10)
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umiak
) fIr'f-

umiakumiak and threw us into the wa-wawa-

ter
wawa-

ter
-. I

ter , our heavy clothing kept usuu-

afloat
S

afloat.. I1 must thank our mothersmothsmothers-
forfor making us clothes out ofof-

winter
oo-

winter
f

winter caribou skins .. They werewere-

veryvery bouyant in the water and ifif-

it
ii-

it

ffS
it hadn'thadnt' been for that , all of usus-

would
uu-

would
S

would have drowned .."


