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I
PAUL-

want
,

IIwantwant to tell you about my brotherbrotber Bill .,

Some tilingsthingstl ngs are very
'
easy to say . He was a decentdecent-

man
decent-

manman . He sang in church choirs allaU his life ., He devoteddevoted-

himself
devoted-

himselfhimself to hisls family and was active in youth programs .

While II'SaYISaY'saysay', these are things easyeas to say , 'therethere' areare-

many
are-

manymany as we all know , about whomwham one couldcouldnotnot saysay-

such
say-

suchsuch thingstlngs . So , in a sense , these commonplace virtues ,

while eas'yeasy' to say of Bill , really are extraordinary -
decency , devotion , love .,

Bill was a complicated man , inarticulate and inin-inin-

hibited
in-

hibited
¬-

hibited in personal communication , but articulate andand-

forceful
and-

forcefulforceful in his conduct.. In judging another, as ChristChrist-
would

Christ-
wouldwould , one looks at conduct.. Conduct is the ultimateultimate-
criterion

ultimate-
criterioncriterion of life .

In his professional life , especially in the Prosecutor'sProsecutorsProsecutor's-
Office

Prosecutor's-
Office

'
Office , he collectedcollectedmillionsmillions of dollars in taxes for KingKing-

County
King-

CountyCounty - not by enacting new laws ( modernmo'demmodem
'

societysociety-
figures

society-
figuresfigures that the way to solve problems is to enact newnew-

laws
new-

lawslaws ) but by simply enforcingenforcingexistingexisting laws . For example ,

only after Bill Paul focused on national banks andnd thethe-

fact
the-

factfact that their stockholders paid no taxes on their stockstock-
holdings

stock-
holdingsholdings , did that major property begin to pay taxes .

Taxes support our schools , our fire departments , thethe-

s

the-

serviceservicejthatsservicervice!iithatthat make our lives livable .

For example , onlyonlyafterafter Bill Paul focused on thethe-

value
the-

valuevalue of leaseholds from the State of WashingtonWasl ngton , diddid-

such
did-

suchsuch leaseholds begin to pay taxes . This
,

concept requiredrequired-
lessees

required-
lesseeslessees from the University of WashingtonWashington in downtowndowntown-
Seattle

downtown-
SeattleSeattle for the first time ininain.a,. a century , t6tb pay taxes . AndAnd-

there
And-

therethere are other facts where his competencecompetence as a prosecutorprosecuprosecutor-
had

tortor-

hadhad its .major impact 11.1-

1ButBut the major contribution of his brain throughoutthroughout-
hishis life was his articulating in a formal legal theory of thethe-

rights
the-

rightsrights of the Alaskan Indians in their currentcurreritcurren= t ownershipownersownership-
of

} pp-

ofof their ancestral lands .

The story begins back in 1938 , when Bill was in lawlaw-

school
law-

schoolschool.. He wrote his thesis on the land rights of the TlingitTlingit-
and

Tlingit-
and

.
and HaidaHaida.lndiansHaidalndiansHaidaIndians,

.Indians . And that was the beginning .

Speaking of his brain , that work was creative . It waswas-

prior
was-

priorprior to the 1941 U.SUS. . Supreme Court decision '-ofo-f'-ofo-f'of thethe-

Walapai
the-

WalapaiWalapai case , before the Margold opinion of 1942 ( thesethese-
were

these-
werewere the ' foundation for later establishment of IndianIndian-
legal

Indian-
legallegal rights ) .

His thesis had the dignity , logic and creativity to bebe-

quoted
be-

quotedquoted by Felix Cohen , the foremost scholar of AmeriAmeri-Ameri-
can

Ameri-
can

¬-

can and Alaskan Indian property rights , in Cohen'sCohens' essayessay-

on
essay-

onon the Alaskan problem .

For 16 years helie devoted himself to theTlingitsthe Tlingits andand-

Haid.lS
and-

HaidasHaidiisHaid.lSHaidlSHaidas:. and their problems - land rights , fish trap fights ,
"

IndianIn ian reorganization actac ( . ", .,

You know his
'-

career
c-

areer'
career at the Prosecutor'sProsecutors' Office andand-

so
and-

so
'

so move to his latest effort .

He had a
,
concept for the organization of the AlaskanAlaskan-

Natives' _ Natives living inih the "lowerlower" 48 " to implement the AlaskaAlaska-
Native- Native Claims Settlement Act for these non-residentsnonresidents- ofof-

Alaska
of-

AlaskaAlaska .
'

. And if these folks ever get their desires to rule theirtheir-

own
their-

ownown destiny , it will be his ideas which willwiU have guidedguided-
them

guided-
themthem .

Christ will judge him generouslyi'VYegenerouslyiVYegenerously'WegenerouslyWe': ' , his friends andand-

relatives
and-

relativesrelatives can be content --- secure in the Peace of his soul..


