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FAIRBANKSF AI R AN Kg f-: A ', meetingm- 'eetm- eetng isis-

scheduled
is-

scheduledscheduled to be heldh ld in St .
,
PaulPaul-

in
Paul-

ininthismthe PrjbllofPribilof IslandslslagdsJsliu ds later .thisthis.,this-

nth
this-

monthmonthmmonthasnthnthasas the beginningbegittning of a lanIanlan-lan-

guage
¬.-

guage revival movement for thethe-

Eastern
the-

EasternEastern Aleut languagelang age .
Dr ,. Michael Krauss , directordirector-

of
director-

ofofLanguageCenterthe Alaska Native Language
Center at the University of AlasAlas-Alas-

ka
¬.-

ka , Fairbanks , said , the meetingmeeting-
would

meeting-
wouldwould be held JulyJulr 13-251325- . HeHe-

said
He-

said
.-

said
s-

aid.'
said the Eastern AleutAleut dialectdialect-
hashasas fallen into disuse-disusedisuseanddisuse.and-. and there ,:.

'
is a fearfea'r among the Aleut peoplepeople-
and

people-
andand linguists1inguists that thehe language ,.
may die . j\ \ "

The language survivalsorvivalsurvival, propro-pro-
gram

pro-

gram
-¬-

gram is under the joint sponsor-sponsorsponsor-
ship

spons-
orship

sponsor-
ship

-

shipshipStateOperatedf"of the Alaska State-OperaStateOperaState-Opera-- ¬-

ted School System (SOS ) , thethe-

Aleut
the-

AleutAleut League and the, e AlaskaAlaska-
Native

Alaska-
Native

',
Native Language Center .

Krauss says that near the turntumtum-
of

turn-
ofof the century there was widewide-'rideridewide-
spread ' ¬.-
spread literacy of the AleutAleut-
language

Aleut-
languagelanguage . The Russians , the firstfirst-

whites
first-

whiteswhites to settle the Aleutians ,
devised a systemsystemin-inin'- inn jthethehe early
1800's1800s1800 '$ for writing dpwndownd wn thethe-

language
the-

languagelanguage .

TheTh , Russians had eV.eneVen., printprint-print-
ed

¬.-

ed parts of the Bible ini'n' Aleut .

Krauss says the Aleut peoplepeople-
suffered

people-
sufferedsuffered greatly under RussianRussian-
rule

Russian-
rulerule but that the language waswas-
left

was-
leftleft intact until thetheAmericansAmericansAmericans-
took

AmericansAmericans-

tooktook over the territory .

In 1912 the last Aleut schoolschool-
was

school-
waswas closed and the Aleut chilchil-chil-

dren
¬.-

dren were forced to attend EnEn-En-

glisfi
En-

glisfi

¬-

glishglisfi language schools .

Krauss says , "AlaskanAlaskan" lanlan-lan-

guage
¬.-

guage and Aleut language literliter-liter-
acy

¬.-
acy were wiped

,
out - they (the

I ,

Americans ) discourageddiscouraged thethe useuse-

of
use-

ofofofthe-thethe-, Native((Native ) language ." ;: HetiEtiE-

said
He-

saidsaid the AmericansAm ricans "diddid'did"','did everyevery-every-
thing

every-
thing

¬-

thing they could to wipe outout thethe-

tlat
the-

NativeNativet-lattlattlatveNative- ve tongues , feeling one lanlan-lan-

guage
lan-

guage
¬-

,
"-

better
b-

etter",, , guage - EnglishE g1ish 7-7"-7wo.uld- wo.uldwould
,
.,

,
bebe-

better
be-

betterbetter . " VV-
Now

,

-

Now, KraussKrauss says , only a fewfew-

childrenchildren; hildr n speak Eastern AleutAlcu ,
especially at Belkofski6elkofskillelkofski and Ni-NiNi-

kolski
NiNi-

kolski
-.

kolski . In most places onlybnly adultsadults-
speak

adults-
speakspeak the languagelang\JlangJ\ge .

'

"TheyThey""'ThTh' y ha-ve1have1have- ' comecometcicometo-tcitcito-to-, realizerea1 e"" '

that their language is doomeddomedd omed ,"
Krauss says , "unlessunlessI'unlessIunless"",' urgent measmeas-meas-
ures

meas-
ures

¬-

uresures are taken nownnoww .."
There is one exception , andand-

that
and-

thatthat is
.,
the village of Atka whichwhich-

has
which-

hashas , been s6so ', isolated over thethe-

years
the-

yearsyearsyearshat' \hathat'thatthat\'' children and adultsadults-
have

adults-
havehave maintainedmaintainedtheithe;the language . 'placeinHe 'saidsaid' it 'isis', isis'theisthe'thethe' only place
in the world wherewhereall-allall'all-,' children .,

speak Aleut . Western Aleut jsisjs-

spoken
is-

spoken
is

spoken there however , andahd isisis-

markedly
is-

markedlymarkedly different from EasternEastern-
Aleut

Eastern-
AleutAleut.. - '

\,
It was a NorwegianNqrweNorwegianan linguist ,

'Dr . Knut Berg'slandBergsland , from thethe-

University
the-

UniversityUniversity off OsloOslo , who , inn 1952 ,
made his first trip.triptrip,.

,
.,' totQ Atka andand-

began
and-

beganbegan his long service to thethe-

Aleut
the-

AleutAleut language ."

Bergsland has written articlesarticles-
and

articles-
andand books on the Aleut language

. , " l
andlandin 1972

'
lead the trainingtrainmgtrainmg-

program
train ng

Abut.teachersprogramprogramngprogramfor
'

the firstrust AlAIAbututut-
teachersteachers.teachers.., in Bilingualbilingqal, programsprograms-
to

rograms
,

to useuse-usethe- the AleutAleut language in thethe-

Atka
the-

AtkaAtka school . .
,'"

TheThepopulationpopulation of AtkaAtkaAtka.is-.is.is':
-'.isis., is

85 and Krauss says BergslandBergsland-
and

Bergsland-
andand twotw AleutOut .teachersteachers.

. , MosesMose-
sJi

Moses-
DirksDirksJi:? k and Nadesta GolleyGQlley , work-workwork-
trig

work-workwork-
ing

-.-.'
trigioging with the SOSSOS'haveSOShave,

', haveha'JhaJ' develop.*,

ed a fine curriculum of 1818-

qooks
18-

booksbooksqooks
t,writtenwr te'nten( ' in Aleut forfQr, thethe-

Atka
the-

AtkaAtka school.. , ,

Krauss says the survival ofof-

Aleut
.'

Aleu'tAleutAleutat' at Atka "willwill" be very imim-im-

portant
im-

portant
¬-

portant for the cultural survivalsurvival-
of

survival-
ofof the Aleut nation ' as a whole ., "

This week'sweeks' workshop at StS1.."

PaulbyIliodoris .beingbeingbeirg., '
coordinated'coordinated-', by

IliodprIliodor Phile'monofPhilemonof , a native ofof-

the
of-

thethe' PribilpfPribiJofPribilof IslandsIstands .

ProspectiveProsp ctive 'teachersteachers' at thethe-

workshop
the-

workshopworkshop will come from thethe-

communities
the-

communitiescommunities of Unalaska , Bel-BelBel-

kofski
Bel-

kofski
-.

kofski , NikolskiNikolskl , AkutanAleutan , St .

GeorgeGrgeG rge ancfiStand"StandStand'St"' .. Paul..
'StaffStaff' will include BergslandBergsland-

woo
Bergsland-

whowhowoo willwl I(\
, come from Norway .-_".for the gatheringthering , Tupou Pulu ,

bilingual educator with the SOS ,
Krauss froijifrornfrom, the UAiUA , and DirksDirks-
a'nd

Dirks-
andanda'nd

'
GolleyGalley 'ofof"of'" Atka .

Cultural experts on the AleutAleut-
region

Aleut-
regionregion will attend the workshopworkshop-
asas resource people .

, - I


