Native Characteristics

Robert. R. Nathan Associates,
Inc.;: has been awarded a con-
tract by the Department of the
Interior .to head ‘up a team of
independent consulting groups

. which will prepare a study and
report on various characteristics
of the Alaska Native community
and on selected federal programs,
it was recently announced, !

The studies were mandated

- by. Section’ 2, (c) of the Alaska

Native Clainiis -Settlement.  Act,

signed into ‘law by President

Nixon Dec. 18, 1971. It requirés

. the Secretary of -the ‘Interior

to study federal programs pri-
marily designed to benefit- Alas-

ka Native people and to repon ;

back ‘to the Congress. with his
recommendations by Dec. 18,
1974.

* Eight firms submitted ‘pro-
posals ‘to lead the studies for
the Interior Department.” The
Nathan firm will serve as prime

contractor in conjunction with -

James R. Leonard. Associates,
Inc., the Alaska Native Founda-
tion, the University of Alaska,
and Sidney Hollander Associates,
Inc., at an over-al] cost of $531,-
547.

Award of the contract was
based on four criteria, depart-
ment officials said: Understand-
ing of the problem and logic of
the proposed approach, experi-
ence, resources and ability to

deliver, and price. Interior’s eval- -

uation of the eight proposals it
received, placed the Nathan pro-
posal substantially ahead of all
others, they said.

The wotk to be done falls

into three major categories:

1. ‘A statistical ‘analysis of
demographic and socio-economic
characteristics  (population, size '
of households,  vital statistics,
migration, income, business de-
velopment, employment and un-*
employment, ‘educational levels.
and opportunities, health, hous-
ing, and such sotial indices as
parental desertion, *crime: rates, -
and delinquency.) . ! ;

-2, A ‘descriptive summary of
ma)or ‘federal programs designed
to serve Alaska: Natives — their
objectives; histories, administra-
tion, financing, operations, per-
formance ‘and  program evalua-
tions, and how these ‘relate to
data-in the statistical analyses.

3. A survey and presentation
of- ‘'Native views regarding the

" services they need and how they.

are being delivered by these pro- .

- grams.

Sampling of Native views will
cover various kinds of commu- '
nities, from the urban areas of
Alaska to small and remote vil-
lages — covering 50 or 60 in all.

Robert R. Nathan Assocna!cs
is one of the oldest -and largest
economic consulting firms in the

“United. States, with years of ex-

perience ‘in Alaska.” During ‘the
1960’s it conducted-an in-depth- -
social and economic study of the
Trust Territory of the Pacific
Islands for the Department of
the Interior.

The Alaska Native Founda-
tion was organized -in 1968 to

_ provide technical assistance to

the Alaska Federation of Na-
tives; it provides services to the
12 Native regional corporations.
Its directors represent. a cross-
section of Native leadership
across Alaska.

James. R. Leonard Associates
is a firm of economic, man-
agement and social services con-
sultants with many private and
U.S. and foreign - government
contracts. Sidney Hollander As-
sociates is one of the nation’s
oldest marketing and opinion
research firms.



