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July ,99.9,. ,, 1974-Since1974Since1974-Since1974Since1974-Since1974Since-- 1I lastlast-

wrot
last-

wrotewrotewrot ,; I had aiichance!
. chance to go toto-

Coppermine
to-

Coppermine.CoppermineCoppermine., , on Coronation GulfGulf-
in

Gulf-
inin thetlie Central ArcticJ\rctlcJrctlc,\ , for a weekweek-
in

week-

inin Mayay . After mymyveryvery pleasant-
visit

pleasantpleasant-
visifvisit1visifvisit to CoppermineCoppennin'eCoppennine' last summer ,

I jeallyreally wanted to be back , andand-

especially
and-

especiallyespecially .toto., to see it when
,
thethe-

snow
the-

snowsnow was on the ground .
1{ And when we got there , therethere-
was

there-
waswaswas

, lotstots of it , butbut by 'thethe'the
'
14th ,,

whenwhen we left , itit waswas slattingstarting toto-

melt
to-

meltmelt/meltmeltandmelt /, 'andand' and ther'etherether.ethere.' "werewere" puddlespuddles-
everywhere

'

everywhereverywhere .

This time it seemed as thoughthough-
the

though-
thethe Coppermine people werewere-

even
were-

eveneven friendlier than before , andand-

II had a very enjoyable visit -
and I also managed to get aa-

few
a-

fewfew tapes for the Eskimo lanlan-lan-

guage

lan-

guage

¬-

guage prograrriprogram in Inuviklnuvik .
'

Most of theth people had justj\lStjlStjlSt-
started

just-
started \started to go out to their sealseal-

camps
seal-

campscamps on the ice - some wouldwould-

remain
would-

remainremain therethereuntiluntil break-upbreakup- . PeoPeo-Peo-

pie

Peo-

ple

¬-

plepie were coming and going allall-

the
all-

thethe time - ononSkidocsonSkidoos-Ski-docsSkidocs'Ski.doosSki.doosSkidoos-Ski-doosdoos-' -.- andand-

sleds

and-

sledssleds .
'

On the last Sunday in May ,

from earlyearlymorningmorning on , the newsnews-

began
news-

beganbegan to circulatecirculate-aroundcirculatearound- around InuvikInuvik-
of

Inuvik-
ofof the tragic shootings in Akla-AklaAkla-

vik

Akla-

vik

-.

vikvUe . ,

Fr . Franche , thethe Catholic-

priest
CatholicCatholic-

priestpriest ,, had been killed - andand-

before
and-

beforebefore the night was over , twotwo-

17yearold
two-

17yearold17-year-old17yearold- - boys , Eugene Lawlaw-law-
rence

Law-

rence

¬-

rence Thrasher and Charles BellBell-

Koe
Bell-

KoeKoe , were also dead .

After Thrasher had shot thethe-

priest
the-

priestpriest , he himself was shot -
and then when the medical andand-

police
and-

policepolice group arrived from InuvikInuvik-
by

Inuvik-
byby plane , Koe came out of aa-

house
a-

househouse and started'shootingstartedshootingstarted ' shooting in allall-

directions
all-

directionsdirections , and was subsequentlysl1bsequentlysilbsequentlysl1bsequently-
shot

silbsequently-
shotshot by an RCMP officer .

AlcoholAlcoholwaswas involved in thethe-

tragedies
the-

tragediestragedies , and the Aklavik HamHam-Ham-

let
Ham-

let

¬-

let Council and memberstnembers of thethe-

community
the-

communitycommunity immediately startedstarted-
taking

started-
takingtaking action to crack downdown-

on
down-

onon liquor regulations in the com-
munity

comcom-com-
munity

¬-

munity .

The atmosphere
,
in AklavikAklavik-

has
Aklavik-

hashas been understandablyunder tandably tensetense-
since

tense-
sincesince then . . . one hopes thatthat-
somehow

that-
somehowsomehow some good will eveneven-even-

tually
even-

tually
¬-

tually come out of such dreadfuldreadful-

circumstances
dreadful-

circumstancescircumstances .

One hopeful start was thethe-

opening
the-

openingopening , on July I1 , of the newnew-

community
new-

communitycommunity hall - wliichwhich hashas-

been
has-

beenbeen named the Fr . FrancheFranche-
Community

Franche-
CommunityCommunity Center , in memorymemory-
of

memory-
ofof the man who worked withwith-
such

with-
suchsuch dedication for so many-
years

manymany-
yearsyears to help the people of thethe-
Delta

the-

DeltaDeltaDelta
,

area .

In June , Sam Raddi , presipresi-¬-

dent off ,., COPE (CommitteeCommittee , forfor-

Original
for-

OriginalOriginal People'sPeoples' EntitlementEntitfementEntitl'ement' ) ,

and representatives fromfront COPECOPE-
and

COPE-
andand from the Inuit TapirisatTapiris : ofof-

Canada
of-

CanadaCanada (1TC1TCtTC((ITC ), traveledtravtraveledled to AlaskaAlaska-

to
Alaska-

toto meetjwithmeet ;
, with Native leaderslea er $ iototo-

discuss
to-

discussdiscuss land claims issues1issues . Some-
of

SomeSome-
ofof the groupgroup also visited ({ thethe-

North
the-

NorthNorth Slope and Point Barrow .

During the last week in June ,

the Indian . Brotherhood of thethe-

NW.T
the-

NW.TNW.TNWT, . . and the Metis andanaand Non-

Status
Non-NonNon-

Status
Non-

Status
-

Status NativeN tive AssociationAssoclatioiAssociation ; held aa-

joint
a-

jointjoint
.-

assembly
a-

ssembly
.,
assembJyassembly at Fortj'GoodFortjGoodFortyGoodFortForty; "GoodGood"Good-

Hope
'"Good-

HopeHope . They reaffirmed a former[former-
agreement

ormerormer-
agretmentagreementagretment; to writewrit'e' in their efef-ef-

forts
ef-

forts
¬-

forts to get the land claims Setset-set-set-

tied
ct ¬.

tledtiedtied.'.
'. jj-

JhisThisJhis, year Northern GamesGames-
will

Games-
willwill be held at TuktoyaktukTuktoyaktuk-
July

Tuktoyaktuk-
JulyJuly1922ndJuly 19-22nd1922nd19.22nd1922nd-. .. It looks like therethere-
will

there-
willwill be between 200 and 300300-

participants
300-

participantsparticipants , and they , willwit! bebe-

coming
be-

comingcoming from as far as Pelly BayBty: ,

Spence Bay , Gjoa
.,

Haven , CamCam-Cam-
bridge

Cam-

bridge
-¬-

bridge Bay
'

and CoppermineCopperm ne in-

the
irtinin-

thethe e'asteastelasteast' - from the Yukon -
and hopefullyopefully , a group fromfrom-
Alaska

from-
AlaskaAlaska , although at this writing ,

those plans are still up in the air .

I'mIm' in charge of transportatransports ¬.

tion again thist his year ,, and it'sits' aa-

reat
a-

realrealreat liassle'hasslehassle' to get
'* everythingeverything-

moving
everything-

movingmoving with reasonable ,
facility

- and then at the last minute ,

there'stheres' that old bug-a-boobugaboobug-a.bOQbuga.bOQa.bOQabOQ- -. , thethe-

weather
the-

weatherweather - perhaps we can getget-

someone
get-

someonesomeone to do a sun dance forfor-

us

for-

usus !

The Games CommitteeComn ttee atat-

Tuk
at-

TukTuk is hard at work preparingpreparing-
forfor the big event.. Charles Ko-KoKo-

meak
Ko-

meak
Ko-

meak
-

meak of Tuk is chairman there .

Participants will again be stayingstaying-
inin tents , and people in Tuk are-

perhaps
areare-

perhapsperhaps viewing the influx withwith-
mixed

with-
mixedmixed emotions . But for manymany-
of

many-
ofof them , it will be a chance forfor-

reunions
for-

reunionsreunions with family membersmembers-
and

members-
andand old friends .

It also seems quite likelylikely-

that
likely-

thatthat a group from this area willwill-

be
will-

bebe coming over to Fairbanks thethe-

following
the-

followingfollowing week to take part inin-

the
in-

thethe Eskimo-IndianEskimoIndianEskimo.lndianEskimolndian-. Olympics .

Tragedy struckstruc\strucstrucagain\<. again this pastpast-

week
past-

weekweek in Inuvik when Glen Ting-TingTing-

miak
Ting-

miak

-.

miak , 22-year-old22yearold- - son of RufusRufus-
and

Rufus-
andand Sarah Tingmiak , drowned inin-

a

in-

aa boating accident on July 5 ,

during a drinking party .

Glen was well-knownwellknownwellknown-
throughout

wellknown-
throughout

-

throughout the N.W.TNW.TNWT. . . and AlasAlas-Alas-

ka
Alas-

ka
¬-

ka - he was one of the originaloriginal-
Northern

original-
NorthernNorthern Games team organizedorganized-
by

organized-
byby Edward Lennie in 1970 , andand-

with
and-

withwith his brotherbro her , Pat , was aa-

champion
a-

championchampion high kicker . He wonwon-

an
won-

anan award at Eskimo Olympics

a few years back , 'andand
'
and waswawas knownknown-

to
known-

toto many Alaskans .

I

'."', I'I-

Glen

"

Glen was also with the N.W.TNW.TNWT. . . .
Arctic Sports groups who wentwent-
to

went-
toto AnchorageAchorage? jn

,
in MarchMarch'forMarchforTor'forfor' ArcArc-Arc-

tic
¬.-

tic WinterWlOterWinter GarlicsGames ,.

The beluga whale season is-

just
isis-

justjusjust( starting ,, and many peoplepeople-
have

people-
havehave already left for WhiteftshWhitefishWhitefish-
Station

Whitefish-
StationStation at KittigazuitKitKitt! igazuitigazult BayBty: , whichwhich-
isis the main whaling camp for thethe-

area
the-

areaarea . ,

The federalfederal election 'waswas"was
'" heldheld-

yesteroay
held-

yesterdayyesterdayyesteroay . PierrjbPierreP'er'rerr' '
,

' Elliot TrudeauTrudeau-
was

Trudeau-
waswas re-electedreelected- as prime ,. ministertpinistertpinister-
and

minister-

andand Wally Firth was returned asas-

the
as-

thethe member of parliament forfor-

N.W.T

for-

N.W.TN.W.TNW.TNWT. . . ::

I had a chance tototalktalktalk toto-

Wal1y
to-

WallyWallyWal1y briefly when he was inin-

Inuvik
in-

InuvikInuvik last week .. I was happyhapp.yhapp.y-
to

happy-
to

.
to discover that he'shes' still thethe-

same
the-

samesamesameunpretentioussame -unpretentiousunpretentious.unpretentlousunpretentlous-. down-to-downtodownto-
earth

ddownto-
earth

wn-to-wntownto-
eart

- -

eartheart ,
fellow he was beforebefclrebefore hishis-

nam
his-

namenamenam was knownkJlown throughoutthroJghoutthroJghout-
Canad

throughoutthroughout-
CanadaCanadaCanad:! . He combines a lovelove forfor-

the. the north with the ability ,
;
to lislis-lis-

ten
lis-

ten
¬-

ten to allallsidessides of a situationsituatiosituatio'rsituatior
'

, thethe-

courage
the-

couragecourage to say what helie feelsfeels andand-

to
and-

toto fight for what helie thinksthinksisthinksis-
right

,isis-

rightright , and a refreshing lack of-

egotism
ofof-

egotismegotism . He did most of hisjcam-hisjcamhisicam-hisicamhisjcam-
paigning

hisicam-
paigning

hisicam-hisicamhisicam-
paigning

-

. paigning by flyingnying a two-seatertwoseatertwo-scaterscatertwoscater-
plane

twoseater-
plane

--

plane from settlement to ssettle-settlesettle-
ment

ttle-ttlettlc-ttlcttle-
ment

ttlc-
ment

---

ment andandmeetingmeeting with peoplepeople-
asas he found them , rather thanthan-
expecting

than-
expectingexpecting them to come to spespe-spa-spaspe-

cial
spa-

cial

¬-

cial meetings to hear him .

I couldn'tcouldnt' help comparingcomparing-
Canadian

comparing-
CanadianCanadian campaigns with thosethose-
.of

those-
ofof.of., Americans who start camcam-cam-

paigning
cam-

paigning

¬-

paigning months , if not years ,

ahead of the actual election .

The exact date of CanadianCanadian-
elections

Canadian-
electionselections are not known veryvery-

many
very-

manymany weeks ahead of time -
and therefore the bombardmentbombardment-
ofof political statements at meetmeet-meet-
ings

meet-
ings

¬-

ings , on TV1V , on radio or in thethe-

press

the-

presspress , are limited to a relatively-
short

relativelyrelatively-
shortshort space of time , which cancan-

sometimes
can-

sometimessometimes be a blessing .


