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"II1may"Imay"1 maymaymaynotnot agreeagree withwithaa ivord'tvordtvordwordword-youu' youyouuyou say but I11lvillIwillivilllvillwill defenddefenduntounto death yoyourr rightTight to saysay it ." - Voltaire
'BurningBurning' Hot PathsPaths-PathsPath-

sTimes
Path-

sTimes
'-

Times ReprintingReprintingtThingsThingstThings We Love '
The activityactiactivityofvityvityofof the State officialsoHi cialcialss at the moment inin-

connect
in-

connectionconnectionconnect on withwithnativenative landlandclaimsclaims reminds us of thethe-
edi

the-
editorialeditorialedi tori al "THINGSTHINGS" WE LOVE " the editor wrote backbackonon March
18 , 1963 . AlthoughAlthoughsomesome namesnames have been replaced by othersothers-
onon officialoHi cicialal levelslevel s , the situation today smackssmacks of the veryvery-
same

very-
samesame things the 19631963editotialeditorialeditotialeditotialpointedpointedpointedoutout . The landlandmattermatter inin-
question

in-
questionquestion then was Minto , a comparatively localizedlocallocalizedaffairizedizedzedaffairaffair atat-
the

at-
thethe time , as comparedcomparedwithwith the more generalized landlandmattermattermatter-
today

matter-
todaytoday .

The land question has expandedexpandedandand the levellevelofof its disdidis-disdis-
cussion

s-ss-
cussion

-¬-
cussion is now in Washington , D . C . , more than ever before .
The State officialsoHi ci alalss , as then , are making "burningburning"burnburn" ing hot pathspath s "
this time to the nation'snations' capitolcapitol-andcapitoland- and the motivating reason isis-
sti

is-
stillstillstiIsti \II\ the landlandquestionquestion in Alaska . The nativenati ve people themthem-them-
selves

them-
selves

¬-
selves have brought the great landlandmattermatter to a headheadandand it isis-
about

is-
aboutabout to be dealt withwithonon the congressional level , at last.

It'sIts' a big packagepackage'ondpackageondpackage'onda''andand"and"anda'"' a precious one . The native peoplepeople-
wants

people-
wantswants it dealtdeal t withwi th fairly . The State has its own ideas on itit-
and

it-
andand this bears watching by our people , because somesome-
jnjustices

some-
injusticesinjusticesjnjustices can spring from it . We were happy , indeed , that twotwo-
men

two-
menmen , State RepresentativeRepr sentative William L . Hensley , an Eskimo , andand-
Presi

anan-
President

d

PresidentPresi dent EmilEmi I Notti of the Alaska Federation of Natives , an-anan-
Indian

an-
Indi

anan-
Indian

-

IndianIndi an , are makingmak in g courageouscourageous efforts to represent theirththeitheir-
people

ei rr-

peoplepeople in Washington and to keep an eye on what isi s going onon-
in

on-
inin regards to landlandmattersmatters . We are also thankful to the kindkind-
peopre

kind-
peoplepeoplepeopre who have made it possible for them to make the trip-
this

triptrip-
thithisthi s week .

The following is the March 18 , 1963 Tundra Times editorial :;

* * *

walking on it , playingpiayingpi aying , hunting , fishing , pretty soon ,
make the native folks feel , as they looklookaroundaroundaround-aroundthem- them ,;,

"ItIt" is\myismyis\q1yq1yis4ny\\ land , my home . "
\

*-*

Yes , land that has been kind to one'sones' ancestorsQ1cestorsalcestorsQ1cestors-
and

alcestors-
andand the same land that is kind to their descendentsdescendents-
tod

descendents-
todaytodaytod ay is hard to leaveIeaveI eave , let alonealon e give up . YetY t thatth at isis-
what

is-
whatwhat the State is doing nowadays , trying to make the-
native

thethe-
nativenative folks givegi ve up theirthei r lands .

The State even suggested that it wouldwouldselectselect landland-
around

land-
aroundaround Minto so the folks there could buy piecespiec-'espiec-es'

of itit-
back

it-
backback from the State . Minto natives answered, "WeWe" don't-
like

don'tdontdon't-
like

'
like that . Why shouldshouldwewe buy backbackourour own land ? "

Lots ofofnativenative folks in Alaska are finding outouf that1haf1haf-
the

that-
thethe land their grandparents and the parents ' grandgrand-grand-
parents

¬.-

parents had , is a pretty nice thing to have . They areareSso)so-

usedused to it that it is hard forfrf r themthmth m to give ititupup . If theythey-
are

they-
areare forced to give it up , where will they go ?

Many , many native folks arearehuntershunters now and they
.,

will be hunters for a long time to come . Lots of themthem-
Hke

them-
likelikeHke to make their living that waywaywayandand in many casescases-
they

cases-
theythey can do it real good . Right now that is all they knowknow-
ho

know-
howhowho w to do . TheyTh ey cannot be businessbu siness peoplep eop IIee overnightovern ight .

There are some bright young natives now who havehave-
found

have-
foundfoundfoundoutout that theythpYth y can be good business people . That'sThatsThat's-
fine

That's-
fine

'
fine , but they shouldshouldalsoalso think that their parents are \\
not educatededucatedandand there will be many uneducateduneducatednativesnativesnatives-
for

'

for many years to come , perhaps generations .

We natives shouldshouldrealizerealize we areae in transition fromfrom-

one
from-

one
from-

oneone economy to the other . We have moved from a strictly-
hunting

strictlystrictly-
huntinghunting economy to a semi-cashsemicashsemicasheconomy-- economy . In order toto-
do

to-
dodo so , we have to learn to use and develop our landlandandandand-
its

and-
itsits resources in other ways besides hunting , trapping-
and

trappingtrapping-
andand fishing .

We natives shouldshouldrealizerealize that we willwillnotnot be able-
to

ableable-
toto compete fullyfullywithwith big business for a long time yet .

Since we cannot do that now , we should try to holdholdononon-
to

on-
toto our lands because that is the greatest insurance wewe-
can

we-
cancan have for the well-beingwellbeing- of the native children thatthat-
willwillwillcomecome

"-

after
a-

fter"

after us . Without landIandIandwelandweand we can become the-
poorest

thethe-
poorestpoorest people in the world ..

If the land is taken away from us we could , many ,
many ofofusus , windwindupup in slums ofofcitiescities . The natives inin-
the

in-
thethe villages are proud people and they wouldn'twouldnt' want toto-
wind

to-
windwindwindupup that way . The United StatesSt tes Government andand-
the

and-
thethe State Government shouldshouldrespectrespect thelandsthe lands) ands we claimclaim-
and

claim-
andand if they allow us to keep them we can holdholdourour headsheads-
hi

heads-
highhighhihighandghghandand help to make the State of AlaskaAIaskAI askaskaa respectableresprespectable-
in

ectablectableectabl-
in

e
in the eyes ofofotherother states andandnationsnations .

This paper is not too worriedworriedaboutabout young peoplepeople-
who

people-
whowho are getting a goodgoodeducationeducation these days , becausebecause-
wewe have hopes that they will help their folks at home inin-
time

in-
timetime , that is , if they remember they are natives andandavehaveaveave-
genuine

ave-
genuinegenuine wishwi sh to help the folks at home . ( T\TT-

This \ThisThi s paperpaper is worriedworriedaboutabout the folks backhomebac home mII-

villages
i-

villagesvillages where almost allallofof 43,0004300043,000of, of them are livinglivin .

All the leaders in allallvillagesvillages should thinkthinkaboutabout that .

They should thinkthinkofof the well-beingwellbeing- andandwelfarewelfare of-
their

ofof-
theirtheir people . Leaders in villages count a lot and thethe-
peoplepeople living in those villages shouldshouldalwaysalways try to getget-
thethe best leaders they can get .

The village of Minto has a good leader . He isis-
workingworking hard to holdholdonon to the land his people hadhod for-
centuries

forfor-
centuriescenturies . He is Richard Frank , ChiefChiefofof Minto . Big-
pressures

BigBig-
pressurespressures are being put on him by State Land people .

It'sIts' a big problem for the Chief to handle . Those ofofususus-
whowho should him all thecan give encouragement we cancan-
mu

can-
mustermustermu ster .

Chief Frank is courageously standing firm on whatwhat-
he

what-
hehe and hishi s people believe is the right thing to do . NotNot-
long

Not-
longlong ago he said , "AsAs" long as I'mIm' chief , we won'twont' givegivec-

ontinued
givec-

ontinued
givec-

ontinued(continuedcontinuedonon page 6)6)

Things We LoveLo'veLoveT-
he

Lo'veT-

he
LoveT-

he
Love

'

The State Land Division officials are certainlycertainly-
burning

certainly-
burningburning hot paths from the Fairbanks branchbranchofficeoffice andand-

Junea.u
and-

JuneauJuneauJunea.uJuneau. office to Minto these days . They are doing it so-
fast

soso-

fastfast that it isi s hard to keep up with them .

Why are the officials doing what they'retheyre' doing ?
Well , the State Government knows the landIandI and is pretty good-

in

goodgood-

inin the Minto area , so do sportsmen who likeI ike to hunthunt'-

f
hunt-

i'ff'i" ducks for relaxation . Besides that , there are some-
rumors

somesome-
rumorsrumors that keep poppingpoppi'ng' up that the landlandaroundaround MintoMinto-
has

Minto-
hashas oil-bearingoilbearing- deposits .

Well , land like that is pretty good to have . StateState-
people

State-
peoplepeople would like to have it . It is pretty well knownknown-

the
known-

thethe landlandaroundaround Minto is valuable , otherwise they wouldwould-

not
would-

notnot bother with it . Minto people want to keep their Ian-
because

landIan dd-

becausebecause it has been theirs for suchsuchaa long , long time .

The people of Minto are descendents of people whowho-

have

whwh-

have

o

have livedivedI there.there. from way back , centuriescentu ri es andandcenturiandcenturiescenturiescenturicenturies-
ago

eses-
agoago . Having lived there for so longong , and having beenbeen-
nourished

been-
nourishednourished by the landlandaroundaround them , they have come toto-
think

to-
thinkthink home is the househou se they liveI ive in and the countrycountry-
around

country-
aroundaround it . The landIandI and thatth t has provided them withwi th food ,

the land that hadhodhodmadehadmademade Minto survive to the present daydoy ,
is part of their home . Minto , or any other village , wouldwould-
n

would-
nevernevern ever have survivedsurvivedwithoutwithout landIandI and .

Native people of Alaska have a habit ofofsettlingsettling onon-

land
on-

landland that best nourishes them , and that land that hashas-
been

has-
beenbeen kindkin.d. to them becomes deep-seateddeepseated-- throughthrough-
passage

through-
passagepassage of time . Having lived intimatelyintim"atelyintimately

>"

with this land ,
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A-67A67- VillageVillage-
To

Village-
ToTo Employ

.,
NYCNYC-

Native

NYC-

Native
'

Native, YouffisYouthsYouffisT-
hirty

- YouthsT-
hirtyThirty Neighborhood YouthYouth-

Corps
Youth-

CorpsCorps workers andandmanymany olderolder-
Native

'"
Native people from,from all*.' overover-
the

over-
thethe State are feeingbeing hired toto-
man

to-
manman the A-67A67-- Native VillageVilla e ,
reports State Representative
JohnRepresentatIveJohnSackett , the manager ofof-
the

of-
thethe Village .

'" '.
Sackett saysayss_ the VillageVilageVillage-

willIJe
Vil ageag-

ewillbewillwillIJeactwill--IJe-willIJewill--bebe--'-be-; activeactvact v - at all timestimes-
and

timestimes-
andandandwillwill bebe"very"veryvery" , very-
authentic

veryvery-
authenticauthentic.. " The NativeNative-
employees

Native-
employeesemployees will demonstratedemonstrate-
Eskimo

demonstrate-
EskimoEskimo and Indian artsart's' andand-
games

'

games , a2tactt as clerks inin-ininthe- thethe-
arts

the-
artsarts andandcraftscrafts storestare , andand-
guide

and-
guideguide tourists on the site .

TheToo A-67A67- Native Village-
will

VillageVillage-
willwill feature a smokehousesmokehouse-
drying

smokehouse-
dryingdrying salmon , an Eskimo andand-
Indian

and-
IndianIndianNativehousesburial groundund , NativeNative-
houseshouses andandmeetingmeeting hallshalls-
around

halls-
aroundaroundaroundaa central fireplace ,
andandstickdailcandstickdancestickdahcestickdailcstickdance

-

poles aroundaround-
Continued

around-
Continued( ContinuedContinuedonon Page 8)8)

RADC AppliesApplies-
For

Applies-
ForFor OEO FundsFundsT-
te

FundsT-
heTteTreThe i,' Rural Alaska Develop-

ment
DevelopDevelop-Develop-

ment
-¬-

ment Corporation , a propo'sedproposedproposed-proposed-
organization

proposed-
organization

' -_

organization ofofvillagevillagevillage-
cooperatives

village-
cooperatives

village-
cooperativescooperatives , has applied forfor-
a

for-
aa . grant from the Office of-
Economic

ofof-
EconomicEconomic Opportunity to
finance its program .

Under the proposal , RADCRADe..

will help organize production-
marketing

productionproduction-production-
marketing

-
marketing cooperatives in thethe-
villages

the-
villagesvillages , and provide assistassist-assist-
an

assist-
ante

¬-
anceantean '. in their operation . The-
cooperatives

TheThe-
cooperativescooperatives will , in turn ,
elect the directors of RADCHADC .

The programpro gram ,. is beingbeing-
organized

being-
organizedorganized by Al Fothergill ,
Charles Edwardson and Ruby _

Tansy , formerfonner ASCAP workers .
They'They' are requesting a $640640$ ,
000 grant to finance thethe-
Corporation

,
-

Corporation . financ7the
Under the plan , aantralantrals-

taff
oemralntralntral-

staffstaff , composedcomposedalmostalmostalmost-
entirely

almost-
entirelyentirely of indigenous , bibi-bibi-
lipgual

bi-
lingual

¬--
linguallip-guallipgual- Indians and Eskimos ,
would be trained . The staffstaff-
would

staff-
wouldwouldwould-wouldhefp- -help-hefphefp - -

thethevillagesvillages-villagesvillages-
organize

villages-
organize

villages-
organize

- - - -
organize ; RADC hopes toto-
reach

to-
reachreach 100

.

villages the firstfustfust-
year

first-
yearyear .

Eachach village wouldwouldelectelect aa-
Village

a-
VillageVillage Worker , who wouldwould-
would

would-
wouldwould encourage selfself-helpselfhelpselfhelp-
activities

selfhelp-
activities

--help
activities aimedaimedatat the-
developnint

thethe-
developrrentdevelopmentdeveloprrentdevelopnint of coops . HeHe-
would

He-
wouldwould bebeaa volunteer , "paidpaid" *'"*"

through increasedincreasedstatusstatus andand-
trips

and-
tripstrips for trainingtrain ing purposes .
He wouldwouldreceivereceive training andand-
advice

and-
advice .advice from the staff .

The Village Worker wouldwould-
represent

would-
representrepresent his village on oneone-
of

one-
ofof five Regional Committees ,
which would injfcurjain turn. elect thethe-
tIE

the-
thettetIEthe i, RADC BoardB afd 'ofof'of DirectorsDir ctors .

Community Education WorkWork-Work-
ers

.¬-

ers would bebeelectedelected in 1010-
villages

10-
villagesvillages and given training inin-
methods

in-
methodsmethods of communitycommm1ity developdevelop-develop-
ment

develop-
ment

-¬-
ment , business managementmanagermanagement-
and

ntnt-
andand teachingt ching techniquestechniquetechniq s . They-
would

TheyThey-
wouldwould provide education in thethe-
villages

the-
villagesvillages in both cooperativecooperativecooperative-
development

cooperative-
developmentdevelopment and generalgeneral-
education

general-
educationeducation , andandwouldwouldwouldreceivewouldmceivereceivemceivemceive-
salaries

receive-
salariessalaries .

Ten cooperativescOqJeratives would bebe-
created

be-
createdcreated the first year . TheThe-
two

The-
twotwo definitely plannedplannednownownow-
are

_ _ ,-

are an electricalelectricalsupplysupply coopcoop-coopcoop-
at

coop-
atat New StuyahokStuyahokandandandaa skin-skinskin-
sewing

skin-
sewing

skin-
sewing

--
sewing operation at Nome ,

with 300 expectedexpectedmembersmembers .
RADC hopeshope s to use them to-
demon

to .

demonstratedemon strate the feasibility
-

ofof-
electrical

of-
electricalelectricalelectricalandand handicrafthandicraft-
cooperati

handicraft-
cooperativescooperativescooperati ves .

The second year , RADCRADC-
plans

RADC-
plansplans to expand by startingstarting-
work

starting-
workwork in another 100 villagesvil1ages ,
increasing its selfself-helpselfhelp--help andand-
education

and-
educationeducation program in thethe-
original

the-
original

. ,

originaloriginalvillagesvillages , andandcreacreajirfgcrea gg-
a g-
aa)a more coopcoopss . Hopef , thethe-

Continued

the-
Continued( ContinuedContinuedonon Page 7)7)


