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The State Land Division officials are certainlycertainly-
burning

certainly-
burningburning hot paths from the Fairbanks branchbranchofficeoffice andand-

Junea.u
and-

JuneauJuneauJunea.uJuneau. office to Minto these days . They are doing it so-
fast

soso-

fastfast that it isi s hard to keep up with them .

Why are the officials doing what they'retheyre' doing ?
Well , the State Government knows the landIandI and is pretty good-

in

goodgood-

inin the Minto area , so do sportsmen who likeI ike to hunthunt'-

f
hunt-

i'ff'i" ducks for relaxation . Besides that , there are some-
rumors

somesome-
rumorsrumors that keep poppingpoppi'ng' up that the landlandaroundaround MintoMinto-

has
Minto-

hashas oil-bearingoilbearing- deposits .

Well , land like that is pretty good to have . StateState-
people

State-
peoplepeople would like to have it . It is pretty well knownknown-

the
known-

thethe landlandaroundaround Minto is valuable , otherwise they wouldwould-

not
would-

notnot bother with it . Minto people want to keep their Ian-
because

landIan dd-

becausebecause it has been theirs for suchsuchaa long , long time .

The people of Minto are descendents of people whowho-

have

whwh-

have

o

have livedivedI there.there. from way back , centuriescentu ri es andandcenturiandcenturiescenturiescenturicenturies-
ago

eses-
agoago . Having lived there for so longong , and having beenbeen-
nourished

been-
nourishednourished by the landlandaroundaround them , they have come toto-
think

to-
thinkthink home is the househou se they liveI ive in and the countrycountry-
around

country-
aroundaround it . The landIandI and thatth t has provided them withwi th food ,

the land that hadhodhodmadehadmademade Minto survive to the present daydoy ,
is part of their home . Minto , or any other village , wouldwould-
n

would-
nevernevern ever have survivedsurvivedwithoutwithout landIandI and .

Native people of Alaska have a habit ofofsettlingsettling onon-

land
on-

landland that best nourishes them , and that land that hashas-
been

has-
beenbeen kindkin.d. to them becomes deep-seateddeepseated-- throughthrough-
passage

through-
passagepassage of time . Having lived intimatelyintim"atelyintimately

>"

with this land ,


