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River flats in the Yukon

Bones of such prehistoric animals as the
mammoth, camel, ground sloth, giant beaver

Tundia Times, Frifl__c_ly, ay 2, 1967

DISCOVERY SITE-Palaeontologist C. R.
Harington of the National
Canada (right foreground) with Indian guide
Peter Lord shortly after their discovery of
a midden of prehistoric bones in Old Crow
last summer.
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and giant moose were found free on the

the rive _
of what once was a prehistoric lake.
Among the bones were at least four man—
implements
making these the oldest remains of early
man in the Canadian north, possibly dating
back 40,000 years.
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 Senior Citizens to Be Assisted

By Employment Service for Jobs

- “Senior Citizens’ Month

in Alaska is dn occasion fer .

the Fairbanks office of the
Alaska  State - Employment
Service to suggest to all
area -employers there are
many older workers in Alaska
who can produce effectively
in work situations .for which
they are qualified by training
and experience,”” according

A-67 Radio
Show Expanded

““The Alaska 67 Show’’ has
been expanded and re-
scheduled for the summer

months.
The weekly KFAR—-
Television program has been
"~ lengthened to a . full 30

minutes, and moved from 10 to
6:30 p.m. Sunday on channel
2 in Fairbanks.

The show, hosted by Jim
Binkley and Dave Jones,
features an in—depth report-
on the A—67 site, its
progress, personalities and
programming for the coming
summer.

Scientists Find Oldest Evidence of Man ...

(Continued from Page 1)

River

in the Yukon. He and Dr. W.N. Irving, a Museum-

archaeologist working near by, recovered about 900 pounds of

bones of animals that roamed the area in prehistoric times.
The finds at several localities on Old Crow River included-

bones bf the mammoth, horse, bison, camel, ground sloth,
giant beaver, giant moose, muskox and a type of wolf or dog.
Some of the species are now extinct or gone from that region,

and some still live there.

But among the bones at one
locality were man—made
implements. There was a
serrated flesher fashioned
from the leg bone of a small
caribou, a bone scraper, a
bone anvil, and an implement
that looks like a pick made
of mammoth bone.

Along with them were a
number of mammoth and bison
bone fragments that could
have been broken only by man.

Dr. W.E. Taylor, director
of the human history branch
of the museum, is enthusiastic
about the find.

“0ld Crow Flats is a great
natural laboratory in which to
study the record of biological
and cultural evolution: durin
the past 40,000 to 50,00
years,”” said Dr. Taylor.
“The remarkable number of
archaeological sites coupled
with their abundance of fossil
bones fosters the promise
that this could become one of
the most important areas for
such scientific studies in the
New World.”*

The museum director said
he was lookin g forward to the
work Dr. TIrving and Mr.
Harington would be doing at
_the site this summer.

The fact that the imple-
ments were found with the
fossils of the prehistoric
animals indicates early man
probably was there at the
same time.

Precise scientific tests and
observations are now: being
male on the bones to see if
they are all of the same age
and to determine how old they
are.

Mr. Harington who was with
his Indian guide, Peter Lord
at the time said the actual
discovery of the first site
was an exciting thing.

“We came around a bend
in the river,”” he said, “and
even from the boa you. could
see the bones on the shore.
Almost at once I knew it was
a valuable find, for we could
see other bones imbedded in
the sand above the clay.”

Mr. Harington said Mr. Lord
was a great help to him.

“He’s a resident of Old
Crow, knows the area well

and is a very keen observer”’
said Mr. Harington.

Although no stone tools
were found, scientists
connected with the project
believe stone must have been
used to make the bone
implements.

Remains of dwelling for
this ancient people have not
yet been found, but it is
possible stone implements
will be uncovered if and when
a living area is located.

Some of the bones were
found in middens, or refuse
heaps, made by prehistoric
man. While many of the bones
are delicate, they have been
well preserved by natural
freezing.

The fact that they are
heavily mineralized shows
they must have been thawed
out for some time as well. A
sample of the flesher along
with samples of the mammoth
bones, taken with a dentist’s
drill, have been sent to Dr.
Kenneth P. Oakely of the
British Museum to compare
the amounts of fluorine and
uranium.

If they are the same, it
would mean the bones and the
implements are the same age.

Dr. Oakely pioneered in the
development of this technique
for comparing the ages of
fossil bones.

Scientists believe that Old
Crow Flats, where the
discovery was made, once
was a lake surrounded by hills
and low mountains. It was
formed by meltwater from the
great continental ice sheet
of the Wisconsin Age (named
for the place in which it was
first identified). The last
major stages of the Wisconsin
glaciation® were  between
10,000 and 25,000 years ago,
but the glacial lake probably

was drained well before
10,000 years ago.
The meltwater formed a

series of lakes as deep as
200 feet. Later, when the
lake barriers finally broke
down (more than 10,000 years
ago) the water flowed into
the Yukon River, leaving a
thick deposit of sand and

silt behind.

““We think the bones came
from beneath the lake silts,”
said Dr. Irving, “‘but our
data come from reconnaiss-
ance observation raher than
from careful excavation and
study.”’

He said it was remotely
possible, that the bones were
washed into the place where
they were found by a stream
that did its work after the
great lake had been drained.

““This would make them late
glacial or early postglacial
in age,”” he said, ‘‘perhaps
12,000 to 15,000 years old,
but most likely nearly 15,000.
However, the few radiocarbon
dates we have on mammoth
remains from Alaska and
Siberia all range older than
20,000 years. The artifacts
from QOld Crow made on
mammoth bones probably are
older than this.”

Immediate significance of
the finds is that they fill a
important gap in the archaeo-
logy of the New World. Man
is known to have come here
from Asia more than 12,000
years ago, and perhaps as
much as 40,000 years ago,
but no remains older than
8,000 years have been found
in  unquestionable context
north of southeastern Alaska.
This latest discovery affords
a glimpse of very early man in
the north less than 1,000 miles
from Asia It also lends
strong, if indirect, support to
the theory that man came here
from Asia before the last
glaciation rather than after it.
Conservation opinion hold s
that there 1is insufficient
evidence to prove that man
was here before the last
glaciation but this view
not so widely held as it was
once. Finds made in Alberta,
Idaho, Texas and the Valley
of Mexico are highly suggest-
ive of pre—Wisconsin age for
man in the New World.

While some of the newly—
found bon es were lying on the
river bank, other specimens
were dug out of a deeply
buried layer of sand. Enough
of these were uncovered to
convince the two scientists
last summer that all of the
fossils probably had come
from the same place.

The Geological Survey of
Canada will use the radio-
carbon method of testing the
age of the specimens. This
method of testing supplies
information for as far back in
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prehistory as 40,000 years.
Results of the Survey’s
analysis have not been
returned yet to the museum.
Most of the geological
informaion on the area comes
from work of the Geological
Survey.

In addition to the bones
were found fragments of
spruce logs, twigs, cones and
needles. This material shows
there is hope of finding most
of early man’s material
culture and supplies evidence
for reconstruction of the
environment in which he
lived.

The National Museum is
sending parties to the Old
Crow area again this summer
under the direction of Mr.
Harington and Dr. Irving to
uncover more “evidence " and
attempt to supply some of the
answers to questions that
remain. The Museum plans
to initiate the first inter-
disciplinary study of
Pleistocene environments in
the Canadian north, in which
specialists  from  several
fields - will take part. The
study will begin in the Old
Crow region, where there is
a long record of biological
and geological, as well as
cultural, phenomena to be
studied.

Dr. Irving made reference to
the recent announcement of
of the finds near Medicine
Hat on the South Sask-
atchewan River last summer
by Dr. C.S. Churcher, a
zoologist with the University
of Toronto.

“The two discoveries tend
to support one another insofar
as they appear to date from
about the same period,’’ -said
Dr. Irving.

‘‘However, they are not
directly comparable because
no stone tools have yet been
found at Old Crow and as yet
no implements of bone hawve
been recognized from the
Saskatchewan site.

“The Old Crow and the
South  Saskatchewan finds
together with certain other
recent discoveries make. very
strong the case for man
having entered the New
World prior to the maximum

advance of the last glacia-
tion.””

The turning points of lives are
not the great moments. The real
crises are often concealed in
occurrences so trivial, they pass
unobserved. )

William E. Woodward

- Alaska

to James E.. O’Rourke;
Mana ger of the local employ-
ment service.

““Past experience through-
out American industry and
business proves that the
Senior Citizens can produce
effectively in many work
situations. Our staff is
available to assist employers
who may be interested in
hiring older = workers,”’
O’Rourke  said.

Job orders for Senior
Citizen workers may be filed..
with the local office of the
State  Employmert
Service by visiting the office
in Room 131, State Court and
Office Building, from 8:30
AM. to noon, and one to five
in the afternoon, Monday
through Friday, or by calling
452—-1501.

When you are in the beau- §
tiful Kenai Country, stop

in at

Rainbow Bar ?

(A Good Alaska Beanery)
Open: 6 a.m. to [2 p.m. -
(Summer - 24 hrs a day)

Ruth’s Cafe

Second & Lacey, FBKS

Native Craft

CARVED [IVORY, Slippers;
mukluks; custom seal skin
parkas.

— R.R. "*Bob*’ Blodgett —
Teller Commercial Company
Teller, Alaska \

LARSON’S

Keys Made—Watch Repair
New Watches—Jewelry

Write or Come In to

405 Noble, Fairbanks

W. T. Rawleigh Products
EXTRACTS—SPICES
- NOTIONS -
HOUSEHOLD PRODUCTS

Box 582, Fairbanks
Phone 456-7375

Tanana Air Taxi
—Air Taxi Service

Tanana to Fairbanks

and All Points Between
—Charter Service Anywhere
—Personal Shopping Service

In Fairbanks phone: 456-4411 or
452-3063; Box 1655, Fairbanks

In Tanana phore: EM 6-3631
Box 107, Tanana- - -

Cab & Limousine

Service

NORTHWAY
CAB CO.

RADIO DISPATCHED
283-1555
Kenai, Alaska

Oil Capital of Alaska -

ORDER ¢
BY MAIL

—Permanent

Funeral Sprays
—Potted Plants

~Wedding
Arrangements
—Corsages

NORTHWARD

FLOWER SHOP

Northward Building
“ Fairbanks, Alaska




