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Lauds-
NativeNative Politics

The increased politicalpolitical-
activity

political-
activityactivity of Alaska Natives isis-
"a

is-
"a"aa" force for good , for solvingsolving-
problems

solving-
problemsproblems which have beenbeen-
with

enen-
withwithwithusus too long ," SenatorSenator-
EE . L . ( Bob ) Bartlett told thethe-
annu

the-
annulannudannulannuannulmeetingmeeting of the AssociaAssocia-Associat-
ion

Associa-
tion

-¬-
tion on American IndianIndian-
Affairs

Indian-
AffairsAffairs Monday .

BartlettBartl ett , the featuredfeatured-
speaker

featured-
speakerspeaker at the banquet inin-
New

in-
NewNew YorkYDrk City , praised thisthis-
activity

this-
activityactivity as an example of howhow-
minorities

how-
minoritiesminorities can useu I< the powerpower-
of

power-
ofof their votes to help findfind-
their

find-
theirtheir rightful placepIacepI ace in thethe-
overall

the-
overalloveralloverallsocietysociety .

"WeWe" ( the white majority )
haveillFuillvjvjv(, , assumed the role ofof-
angS.s

of-
angesangejsangS.sangSsanges(. andandaskedaskedaskedourour minorminor-¬--

ities to keep the faith ... ."
said Bartlett .

"TheThe" Alaska Native isis-
proving

is-
provingprovingproving again that man can bebe-
trusted.-.trustedtrusted-trusted. to govern himself , andand-
that

and-
thatthat when he does , he , betterbetter-
than

better-
thanthan angels , can findfindwaysways to
solvesolvetosolvehis problems ."

Bartlett traced the effectseffects-
the

effects-
thethe political pressure has hadhad-
in

had-
inin aiding the Native people ,

starting with housing . WithWith-
help

With-
helphelp from the Association , a
$1010$ million housing programprogram-
was

program-
waswas authorized , and $11$ millionmillion-
requested

million-
requestedrequested in the 1968] 968 budget .

HoweverHONeverHovever , the total housinghousing-
needs

housing-
needsneeds in the State are estimat-
ed

estimatestimat-estimat-
ed

-¬-
ededatat $7575$ to $100100$ million .
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Bartlett noted that , at Barrow ,

the relatively high incomesincomes-incomes-
had

incomes-
had

-
had allowed housing to bebe-
provided

be-
providedprovided through Federal .

home loans . -

He expressedexpressedregretregret thatthat-
the

that-
thethe outdated piecemealpiecemeal-
appro

piecemeal-
approachapproachappro ach did not provideprovide-
combined

providec-
ombineddcombinedcombinedd . housing andand-
economic

and-
economiceconomic development to makemake-
new

make-
newnew homes the beginning of aa-
ne

a-
newnewne w life .

On education , Bartlett notedn deddadded-
that

dad-
thatthat there are fine newnew-
programs

new-
programsprograms , yet the textbookstextbooks-
used

textbooks-
usedused in the Native schoolsschools-
have

schools-
havehave almost no relationshiprelationship-
toto the livesIivesIi ves of thth9the& childrenchildren-
He

children-
HeHe said he hadhadseenseen lessonslelessons-
on

s-sonsssonsssons-
on

-

on school blackboardsackboardsbl thatthat-
covered

that-
coveredcoveredcoveredwheatwheat and bananas ,

but never ones , on walrus ,

seals or berries .

He urgedurgedworkworkworkonon newne w texttext-text-
books

text-
books

¬-
books , especially primaryprimary-
readers

primary-
readersreaders , to include thingsthings-
already

things-
alreadyalready familiar to the ruralrural-
Nl

rural-
NaNativeNlNa tive students to -. makemake-
education

make-
educationeducation as easy and asas-
meaningful

as-
meaningfulmeaningfulmeaningfulasas possible .

On aemploymentmployment , BartlettBartlett-
said

Bartlett-
saidsaid thatthat-omitingthatomiting--omiting the DivisionDivision-
ofof Indian HealthHHea lth and thethe-
Bureau

the-
BureauBureau of Indian Affairs-AffairsAffairs-
only

Affairs-
only

Affairs-
only

-
only 391 of 9,0389038, FederalFederal-
civilian

Federal-
civiliancivilian employees in AlaskaAlaska-
me

Alaska-
areareme Natives . Although he diddid-
not

did-
notnot want to play a numbersnumbers-
game

numbers-
gamegame , he felt this showedshowed-
room

showed-
roomroom for improvement .

However , the answers to hishis-
in

his-
inquiryinquiryin quiry indicated that somesome-
of

some-
ofof the departments were notnot-
too

not-
tootoo pleasedpleasedwithwithwithwhatwhat theythey-
had

they-
hadhad to report . Bartlett feelsfeels-
that

feels-
thatthat there is a great posibilityposibility-
ofof improvement in the nearnear-
future

near-
futurefuture .

Bartlett said that he countedcounted-
the

counted-
thethe Pribilof homehome-rulehomerule-rule billbill-
among

bill-
amongamong his proudest legislativelegislative-
achievements

legislative-
achievementsachievements . Under his bill ,
the residents of St . PaulPaulwerewerewere-
allowed

were-
allowedallowed private ownershipownership-
ofof homeshorre s , municipal governgovern-govern-
ment

govern-
ment

-¬-
ment insteadinsteadofof bureau governgovern-¬-

ment100 nt , aid3ld _ freedom . to leave-
the

leave . -

thethe'ithei'islandsland .
The billbillnotnot only gave the-

islanders
thethe-

islislandersisl anders the .rightsrights
.. of otherother-

citizens
other-

citizenscitizens , but inspired otherother-
communities

other-
communitiescommunities to .- plan forfor-
solving

for-
solvingsolving their own problems ,

Bartlett said .
"OneOne" outgrowth of thisthis-

heightened
this-

heightenedheightened awarenessmvareness of whatwhat-
can

what-
cancan be accomplished byby-
seeking

by-
seekingseeking rather than waiting isis-
the

is-
thethe extensive Native landlOOland-
claims

- - - - -

claims whichwhichnownow cover mostmost-
of

most-
of

"-

Alaska
A-

laska
"

of Alaska , *"* he said .
He noted that only thethe-

Tlin
the-

TlinTlingitTlin git and Haida Indians ofof-
th

of-
thetheth

_SoutheasternSQutheastem :. Alaska havehave-
been

-

been able to litigate landland-
claims

land-
claimsclaims ., They were authorizedauthorized-
this

authorized-
thisthis in 1935 , filedfiledsuitsuit in
1947 , and a decision on titletitle-
was

title-
waswas granted in 1959 . TheThe-
va

The-
valuevalueva lue of thetlBtietlBrr' land taken hashas-
not

has-
notnot been determined.

But in 1966 , with thethe-
growing

the-
growinggrowing politicalpoliticalawarenessawarenessawareness-
there

awareness-
therethere camec a realizationalization1'818'alizationthatmalization-thatmalizationthatmalizationthat-
the

that-that- that-
thethe Native land claims mattermatter-
could

matter-
couldcouldcouldnono longer be ignored .

A billbillwasvviaswas: drafted by aa-
statewide

a-
statewidestatewide NativeN atiativeve conferenceconfeconference-
and

rencerence-
andand , although a number ofof-
politicians

of-
politicianspoliticians did "havehave" secondecondsecond-
thoughts

s econd-
thoughtsthoughts after NovemberNovembet 8 , *"*

some of its ideaside _ maymafI-fI!fIappe.ar-
appearappe.arappe.ar-

in
appear-

in
.

in thethe-the1hterl- InteriorhteriorhterioryhteriorDepartment's1hterl r y
Department'sDepartmentsDepartment's-

bill
'

bill .

"II" thinkthinkeveneven now it isis-
possible

is-
possiblepossible to see where the - - -

political actionsaction s launchedlaunlaunchedsochedchedsososo-
relatively

so-
relativelyrelatively recently by AlaskaAlaska-
Natives

Alaska-
NativesNatives will lead , *"* BartlettBartlett-
said

Bartlett-
saidsaid . "CongressCongress" will passpass-
some

pass-
somesome Native claims legis-legislegis-
lation

legis--legislegis-
lation

legis-
lation

-- >-
lation , ififnotnot in this Congress ,

the next .

"WhateverWhatever" thetIE ., final terms ofof-
the

of-
thethe legislation I am confidentconfident-
the

confident-
thethe act will provide some basebase-
on

base-
onon which the Natives cancan-
judge

can-
judgejudge from the Tyonek Indians ,
and I thinkthinkwewe . danan.eanean , they willwill-
build

will-
buildbuildbuildwellwell ,

"- anda-nd"- and they will dodo-
most

do-
mostmost of the building themthem-them-
selves

them-
selves

¬-
selves .

*"'


