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The activityactiactivityofvityvityofof the State officialsoHi cialcialss at the moment inin-
connect

in-
connectionconnectionconnect on withwithnativenative landlandclaimsclaims reminds us of thethe-
edi

the-
editorialeditorialedi tori al "THINGSTHINGS" WE LOVE " the editor wrote backbackonon March
18 , 1963 . AlthoughAlthoughsomesome namesnames have been replaced by othersothers-
onon officialoHi cicialal levelslevel s , the situation today smackssmacks of the veryvery-
same

very-
samesame things the 19631963editotialeditorialeditotialeditotialpointedpointedpointedoutout . The landlandmattermatter inin-
question

in-
questionquestion then was Minto , a comparatively localizedlocallocalizedaffairizedizedzedaffairaffair atat-
the

at-
thethe time , as comparedcomparedwithwith the more generalized landlandmattermattermatter-
today

matter-
todaytoday .

The land question has expandedexpandedandand the levellevelofof its disdidis-disdis-
cussion

s-ss-
cussion

-¬-
cussion is now in Washington , D . C . , more than ever before .
The State officialsoHi ci alalss , as then , are making "burningburning"burnburn" ing hot pathspath s "
this time to the nation'snations' capitolcapitol-andcapitoland- and the motivating reason isis-
sti

is-
stillstillstiIsti \II\ the landlandquestionquestion in Alaska . The nativenati ve people themthem-them-
selves

them-
selves

¬-

selves have brought the great landlandmattermatter to a headheadandand it isis-
about

is-
aboutabout to be dealt withwithonon the congressional level , at last.

It'sIts' a big packagepackage'ondpackageondpackage'onda''andand"and"anda'"' a precious one . The native peoplepeople-
wants

people-
wantswants it dealtdeal t withwi th fairly . The State has its own ideas on itit-
and

it-
andand this bears watching by our people , because somesome-
jnjustices

some-
injusticesinjusticesjnjustices can spring from it . We were happy , indeed , that twotwo-
men

two-
menmen , State RepresentativeRepr sentative William L . Hensley , an Eskimo , andand-
Presi

anan-
President

d

PresidentPresi dent EmilEmi I Notti of the Alaska Federation of Natives , an-anan-
Indian

an-
Indi

anan-
Indian

-

IndianIndi an , are makingmak in g courageouscourageous efforts to represent theirththeitheir-
people

ei rr-
peoplepeople in Washington and to keep an eye on what isi s going onon-
in

on-
inin regards to landlandmattersmatters . We are also thankful to the kindkind-
peopre

kind-
peoplepeoplepeopre who have made it possible for them to make the trip-
this

triptrip-
thithisthi s week .

The following is the March 18 , 1963 Tundra Times editorial :;

* * *

walking on it , playingpiayingpi aying , hunting , fishing , pretty soon ,
make the native folks feel , as they looklookaroundaroundaround-aroundthem- them ,;,

"ItIt" is\myismyis\q1yq1yis4ny\\ land , my home ."
\ *-*

Yes , land that has been kind to one'sones' ancestorsQ1cestorsalcestorsQ1cestors-
and

alcestors-
andand the same land that is kind to their descendentsdescendents-
tod

descendents-
todaytodaytod ay is hard to leaveIeaveI eave , let alonealon e give up . YetY t thatth at isis-
what

is-
whatwhat the State is doing nowadays , trying to make the-
native

thethe-
nativenative folks givegi ve up theirthei r lands .

The State even suggested that it wouldwouldselectselect landland-
around

land-
aroundaround Minto so the folks there could buy piecespiec-'espiec-es'

of itit-
back

it-
backback from the State . Minto natives answered , "WeWe" don't-
like

don'tdontdon't-
like

'
like that . Why shouldshouldwewe buy backbackourour own land ? "

Lots ofofnativenative folks in Alaska are finding outouf that1haf1haf-
the

that-
thethe land their grandparents and the parents ' grandgrand-grand-
parents

¬.-
parents had , is a pretty nice thing to have . They areareSso)so-

usedused to it that it is hard forfrf r themthmth m to give ititupup . If theythey-
are

they-
areare forced to give it up , where will they go ?

Many , many native folks arearehuntershunters now and they
.,

will be hunters for a long time to come . Lots of themthem-
Hke

them-
likelikeHke to make their living that waywaywayandand in many casescases-
they

cases-
theythey can do it real good . Right now that is all they knowknow-
ho

know-
howhowho w to do . TheyTh ey cannot be businessbu siness peoplep eop IIee overnightovern ight .

There are some bright young natives now who havehave-
found

have-
foundfoundfoundoutout that theythpYth y can be good business people . That'sThatsThat's-
fine

That's-
fine

'
fine, but they shouldshouldalsoalso think that their parents are \\
not educatededucatedandand there will be many uneducateduneducatednativesnativesnatives-
for

'

for many years to come , perhaps generations .

We natives shouldshouldrealizerealize we areae in transition fromfrom-

one

from-

one

from-

oneone economy to the other . We have moved from a strictly-
hunting

strictlystrictly-
huntinghunting economy to a semi-cashsemicashsemicasheconomy-- economy . In order toto-
do

to-
dodo so , we have to learn to use and develop our landlandandandand-
its

and-
itsits resources in other ways besides hunting , trapping-
and

trappingtrapping-
andand fishing .

We natives shouldshouldrealizerealize that we willwillnotnot be able-
to

ableable-
toto compete fullyfullywithwith big business for a long time yet .

Since we cannot do that now , we should try to holdholdononon-
to

on-
toto our lands because that is the greatest insurance wewe-
can

we-
cancan have for the well-beingwellbeing- of the native children thatthat-
willwillwillcomecome

"-

after
a-

fter"

after us . Without landIandIandwelandweand we can become the-
poorest

thethe-
poorestpoorest people in the world ..

If the land is taken away from us we could , many ,
many ofofusus , windwindupup in slums ofofcitiescities . The natives inin-
the

in-
thethe villages are proud people and they wouldn'twouldnt' want toto-
wind

to-
windwindwindupup that way . The United StatesSt tes Government andand-
the

and-
thethe State Government shouldshouldrespectrespect thelandsthe lands) ands we claimclaim-
and

claim-
andand if they allow us to keep them we can holdholdourour headsheads-
hi

heads-
highhighhihighandghghandand help to make the State of AlaskaAIaskAI askaskaa respectableresprespectable-
in

ectablectableectabl-
in

e
in the eyes ofofotherother states andandnationsnations .

This paper is not too worriedworriedaboutabout young peoplepeople-
who

people-
whowho are getting a goodgoodeducationeducation these days , becausebecause-
wewe have hopes that they will help their folks at home inin-
time

in-
timetime , that is , if they remember they are natives andandavehaveaveave-
genuine

ave-
genuinegenuine wishwi sh to help the folks at home . ( T\TT-

This \ThisThi s paperpaper is worriedworriedaboutabout the folks backhomebac home mII-

villages
i-

villagesvillages where almost allallofof 43,0004300043,000of, of them are livinglivin .

All the leaders in allallvillagesvillages should thinkthinkaboutabout that .

They should thinkthinkofof the well-beingwellbeing- andandwelfarewelfare of-
their

ofof-
theirtheir people . Leaders in villages count a lot and thethe-
peoplepeople living in those villages shouldshouldalwaysalways try to getget-
thethe best leaders they can get .

The village of Minto has a good leader . He isis-
workingworking hard to holdholdonon to the land his people hadhod for-
centuries

forfor-
centuriescenturies . He is Richard Frank , ChiefChiefofof Minto . Big-
pressures

BigBig-
pressurespressures are being put on him by State Land people .

It'sIts' a big problem for the Chief to handle . Those ofofususus-
whowho should him all thecan give encouragement we cancan-
mu

can-
mustermustermu ster .

Chief Frank is courageously standing firm on whatwhat-
he

what-
hehe and hishi s people believe is the right thing to do . NotNot-
long

Not-
longlong ago he said , "AsAs" long as I'mIm' chief , we won'twont' givegivec-

ontinued
givec-

ontinued
givec-

ontinued( continuedcontinuedonon page 6)6)



Things We Loveve . . .
( Continued from Page 2)22-

)up

2)-

Up

2-
)up

)

up our landIandI and . "
(Editor'sEditors' Note : Peter John is 'nownow' the chiefchiefofof Minto andand-

he
and-

hehe is upholding the views of the former Chief Richard Frank . )

Weak leaders cftxn'tcftxntdbn'tdbntdbn ' t say things like that . RichardRichard-
FrankFrank is a strong leader . Let us natives realize that wewe-
need

we-
needneedneedmoremore men like him and in having them will help usus-
toto holdholdonon to the things we love .

Land is one of those things .


