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Ceylonese Finds Eskimos No Longer
Nomads But White People Are

The Eskimo people of
Barrow and Wainwright have
acquired a suprising amount
of the Dbenefits—and the
problems—of modern civiliza-
tion, reports Shelton
Gunaratne, a journalist from
Ceylon who recently visited
the two communities. )

Gunaratne is  attending
Macalester College in St.
Paul, Minnesota under a one-
year World Press Institute
fellowship. He selected the
transition of the Eskimo—
people into modern society as
his independent research
paper for his studies.

One of the changes that he
discovered in the Arctic,
Gunaratne said, is that ¢‘the
Eskimo people are no longer
nomads. The real nomads now

are the white people.”
He noted that the more
permanent people at the

Arctic Research Lab are the
Eskimos, and that most of the
. school teachers also come
and go.

In line with this change,
he said ‘it is right that the
fovemment should give them
and. For stability, they
should live in a place they
can call their own.’

. Another suprising change
1s that the snow—go has
largely replaced the dog team.
He didn’t see a single dog
team traveling while he staved
in Barrow, and there were-

about 2 snow—gos in
Wainwright—tlere were two
last year, he was told.
Guaratne continued, “‘the

Eskimo people wili have to
depend on hunting for a
living for a long time-the
value "of a dollar on the

Arctic Slope is about 40 _
percent low and the cost of
things is very high.

“If they don’t depend on
hunting, their income is not
enough to pay to import food.”

He was suprised also to
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meet many young Eskimoes
who were unable to use
kayaks—they = had become

accustomed to using power
boats.

One disappointing aspect
of the modernization is that
““the Eskimo dialect is not
taught in the schools there.
1 believe, to. maintain the
culture and identity, the BI A
or others should start lessons
in the Inupiat language in the
North.”’

] believe the
has done a lot of good for
these people,”” Gunarane
said, ‘‘but at' the same time
they are completely dependent
on the government for main-
taining the dollar economy
there. If the government
withdraws, it will disinte-

grate.”’

On ASNA’s proposed
development  plan, he
questioned some details—he
didn’t think the cannery at
Wainwright would be feasable
ecause. of transportation
he felt that

some such program should be

overnment

undertaken to free the
villagers from complete
dependence on govemnment
spending alone.

Gunaratne felt that the

supplying of natural gas to
Barrow had done a lot of good
for the community—it had cut
the monthly fuel bills from
$150 to $40 a month for the
average resident.

Water is still a problem, he
noted. But. even with water
in Barrow costing nearly ten
cents g gallon, ‘‘it is quite
impressive how these people
are trying to live with so
much cleanliness.”

One problem of the cash
economy, he said, was that
it had brought such social
problems as alcoholism to the
Arctic. He noted that, on the
day he had interviewed her,
the magistrate at Barrow had

of service.
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handled three cases of young

girls being drunk.
He found the people of
Wainwright to be more

isolated than those of Barrow.
The facilities in the town
were poorer—even the school
used honey buckets—but he
felt the people were friend-
lier and had less of the
social problems.

One person at Wainwright
who especially impressed
Gunaratne was Weir
Megovanna, a carver who
plays a saw' in church on
Sundays, using a violin bow.
The music “sounds like a
beautiful whistle.”

Gunaratne is the assistant
news editor for the ‘Daily
News’ in Colombo, Ceylon.
It is the largest English—
language daily paper in the
country, and has a circulation
of 55,000. The company
also publishes papers in the

Sinhalese and Tamil
languages.
He has a degree in

economics from the University
of Ceylon, which has about
10,000 students. The
university follows the
British system (Ceylon is a
former* British colony) and
does not offer journalism.

Ceylon is an independent
country on an island south of
India. Since he is from a
tropical country, Gunaratne
found it quite exciting to see
light both day and night and
to be able to walk on the

" (frozen) ocean.

He had a chance to travel
by dog team in Wainwright,
and enjoyed it very much. He
regretted having to leave
Barrow just as the whaling
was starting—he wanted to
see  the blanket—tossing
ceremony after a whale is
caught.

He was suprised to find
that the Eskimo people in
Wainwright drink a lot of tea—
Ceylon 1s a major producer of
tea.

Ceylon also has its mtive
population, the Vedvhas, he
sald. Thz2ese people speak a
different dialect than the rest
of thec country, and are
gradually being intergrated
into the rest of the population.
There are only a few hundred
of them in a total population
of 11 million.

—_—

Human reoson needs only to will
more strongly than fate and she
is fate. Thomas Mann

No sensible man watches his feet
hit ground. He looks ahead to see
what kind of ground they’ll hit next.

Ernest Haycox
&

Nurses’ Association Receiving

Applications for

The  Fairbanks Nurses’
Association is now receiving

A-67 Village . . .

(Continued from Page 2)

that fireplace. )
Activities on display at the
Village will include a blanket
toss, skin sewing, slipper
making, kayak demonstrations,
reindeer herding, umiak rides,
carvers, dances, and story
telling. :
Sackett has made trips to

both the North Coast and the

Interior of Alaska to buy arts
and crafts, reindeer, seal-
skins, fish nets, dried slamon,
arts ‘and crafts, and other
items to. depict life in
the rural areas of Alaska.

Many towns and individ-
uals have loaned qr donated
items—Barrow ' donated

thousands of pounds of whale
bone, for instance. Several
very old artifacts have been
loaned for display, and A—67
is looking for more. These
will be protected, and insured,
while they are on display.

Sackett said the NYC
workers will be given training
in their fields. The tourist
guides will not only be able
to guide people around the
site, but will be able to
describe the attractions and
transportation in their home

areas of the State—to
encourage tourists to get
beyond Fairbanks.

Sales clerks will get
training - in elementary book-
ke_e};l)ing and salesmanship.
With over 200,000 tourists

expected to be at the site,
Sackett expects all the
workers to pick up valuable
experience for “obtaining
future jobs.

NYC workers might be hired
for other parts of the site, if
housing can be arranged for
them. The pay for these jobs
is not high enough for the
workers - to compete with
tourists for housing, and the
Fairbanks Native Association
1s having trouble obtaining
housing for the initial 30
persons.

Alaska Ferries . .

(Continued from Page 7)

day—boat inland water
service. Each is to be 188
feet long and cary 32

vehicles and 150 passengers.

One will operate on Prince
William Sound, linking
Whittier, Valdez and Cordova.
The other will ply lower
Cook Inlet between Homer and
Seldovia, and Iniskin Bay on
the west shore of the inlet.

The 260—foot coastwise
ferry will connect Homer,
Kodiak and Shelikof Strait.
It will carry 35 vans or an
equivalent number of vehicles,
plus 16 passengers.

The fourth ferry will be a
500—passenger ocean—going
vessel with staterooms for all
500 passengers. It will be.
capable of use in any waters
and at any port in the State.

When the three smaller
ferries are placed into operat-
ion, the Tustumena will be
reassigned to serve Sitka
in a shuttle run off the main
Stutheastern system.

“The four ships are to be
financed through the $15.5
million general obligation
bond issue approved by the

. voters last November.

JOHN B. COGHILL

UNION OIL DISTRIBUTOR

for Tanana and Yukon River Villages
also in the Nenang, Clear, Healy areas.

P.0. BOX 489, NENANA, ALASKA-

A-67 Nurses

applications for nurses at the

Alaska 67 Exposition
medical facility for this
summer.

__Applicants-must be licensed

by the State of Alaska.
Interested. persons should
contact Doris Southall - after
five p.m. at 456—6358.

 TUNDRA TIMES |
CLASSIFIED ADS
GET RESULTS

35¢ per line for first time,
25¢ per line for each addie
tional time ad appears.
(Approximately 5 words to
line.)

Minimum~2 lines.

Charge:

. SEALY MATTRESSES

< ALL SIZES

. BILT-WELL UPHOLSTERED
FURNITURE ,

. SOFA BEDS

. SLEEPERS -

. ROCKERS

. DINETTE FURNITURE

. MOTOROLA STEREOS

. CARPETS

. BUNK BEDS

. ROLL-AWAY BEDS

. BEDROOM FURNITURE

. SOLID PLYWOOD UNFINISHED
CHESTS :

JOO500000000000000

MAIL ORDERS GIVEN
IMMEDIATE SERVICE

Craftons, 130 Steese Hwy
Fairbanks, Alaska )

FOR SALE:
Ketchikan’s only downtown
supper club. seats 100,
modern, dining, kitchen, bar
Tongass Realty
431 Dock Street
Phone 5—-4108

WOODEN PROPELLERS

2 and 4 bladed wooden
propellers specially designed
for airboats. For information
write Anchorage Propeller
Service, 3038 International
Airport Rd., Anchorage or
call 272—-6601.

LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY
of ALASKA wishes to employ
ALASKAN NATIVE as a life
insurance underwriter P, EASE
contact OLLIE MORRIS, JR.
GENERAL AGENT, ROOM
208 NERLAND Bldg. PH.
452—-3302 FAIRBANKS or
WRITE Home Office P.O.
BOX 1419 ANCHORAGE

JOB OPPORTUNITIES -

If you qualify for any of
these jobs, or are looking for
a job, contact the ALASKA
STATE EMPLOYMENT SER-
VICE, located at 6th and Bar-
nette, in the State Court and
Office Building, Room 131.
Their hours are from 8:30 to
12 noon and one to five in the
afternoon, Monday through
Friday. Call 452-1501.

BUS DRIVERS - Alaska driver’s

license, 21% vyears and older

SEAMSTRE§S—DRESSMAKER - Two
years as dressmaker; own home or
shop

COOKS - Highway lodge; dinner and

short order cooking experience
HOUSEKEEPERS - Experienced
STENOGRAPHER - Shorthand
80 wpm, fasf, accurate typist
SALES CLERK - Night work

BOOKKEEPER-One year experience
accounts payable, two years high
school bookkeeping
B

FIELD AUDITOR — College degree
including 20 hours in accounting and
at least two years professional
auditing



