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Shelton Gunaratne

Ceylonese Finds Eskimos No ixmgerLongerLonger-
Nomads

Longer-
NomadsNomads But White PeoplePeople Are

The Eskimo peoplepepple ofof-
Barrow

of-
BarrowBarrow and Wainwright havehave-
acquired

have-
acquiredacquiredacquiredaa suprising amountamount-
of

amount-
ofof the benefitsbenefits-andbenefitsand-and thethe-
problemsof

the-
problemsofproblemsproblems-ofproblemsof-of modern civilizaciviliza-civiliza-
tion

civiliza-
tion

¬--
tion , reports SheltonShelton-
Gun

Shelton-
GunaratneGunaratneGun aratn e , a journalist fromfrom-
Ceylon

from-
CeylonCeylon who recently visitedvisited-
the

visited-
thethe two communities .

attendingMacalesterGunaratneGun aratne isis attending
Macalester College inin St .
Paul , Minnesota under a one-oneone-
year

onone-
year

e-e-e-
year

-
year World Press InstituteInsti tutetute-
fellowship

tute-
fellowshipfellowship . He selected thethe-
tran

the-
transitiontransitiontran sition of the Eskimo-EskimoEskimo-
people

Eskimo-
people

Eskimo-
people

--
people into modern society asas-
his

as-
hishis independent researchresearch-
paper

research-
paperpaper for his studies .

One of thetiEtiEchangeschanges that hehe-
discovered

he-
discovereddiscovered in the Arctic ,

Gunaratne said , is that "thethe"the-
Eskimo

"
Eskimo people are no longerlonger-
nomads

longer-
nomadsnomads . The realrealnomadsnomads nownow-
are

now-
areare the white people ."

He noted that the moremore-
permanent

more-
permanentpermanent people at thethe-
Arctic

the-
ArcticArctic Research LabLabareare thethe-
Eskimos

the-
EskimosEskimos , and that most of thethe-
school

the-
schoolschool teachers also comecome-
and

come-
andand go .

InIIII line with this change ,
he said "itit" is right that thethe-
governr

the-
governmentgovernmentgovernr nt should give themthem-
land

them-
landland . For stabilitysta\JilitystaJility\ , theythey-
should

they-
shouldshould live in a place theythey-
can

they-
cancan call their own ."changeisAnother suprising change
is that the snowsnow-gosnowgo--go hashas-
largely

has-
largelylargely replaced the dog team .dogteamHe didn'tdidnt' see a single dog
team traveling while he stayedstavedstaved-
in

stayed-
ininin Barrow , and3.nd3ndend. there were-werewere-
about

were-werewere-
about

were-
about

--
about 2222snowgosZsnowgosZ snowsnow-gossnowgos-gos inin-
WainwrighttiE

in-
WainwrighttheWainwrightWainwright-tiEWainwrighttiEWainwrighttiEreWainwright-thethetwolast-- tte re were two
last year , he was told .

Guaratne continued , "thethe"the-
Eskimo

*""the-
Eskimo

* the
Eskimo people willwiH have toto-
depend

to-
dependdependdependonon hunting for a
livingalivingfor a long time-timetimethetime-thetimethetimethe-
value

-- the
value ofofaa dollar on thethe-
Arctic

the-
ArcticArctic Slope is about 40-
percent

4040-
percentpercent low and the cost ofof-
things

of-
thingsthings is very high .

"IfIf" they don'tdont' dependdependononon-
hunting

on-
huntinghunting , their income is notnot-
enough

not-
enoughenough to pay to import food ."

He was suprisedsuprisedalsoalso to

meet many young EskimoesEskimoes-
who

Eskimoes-
whowho were unable to useuse-
kayakstheykayakskayaks-theykayakstheyusekayaksthey-they had becomebecome-
accustomed

become-
accustomedaccustomed to usingusing powerpowerboocspowerboatsboatsboocs .

One disapp9intingdisappointing aspectaspect-
of

aspect-
ofof the modernization is thatthat-
"the

that-
"the"thethe" Eskimo dialect is notnot-
taught

not-
taughttaught in the schools there .
I believe , to maintain thethe-
culture

the-
cultureculture and identity , the BIABI AA-
or

A-
oror others shouldshouldstartstart lessonslessons-
in

lessons-
inin the Inupiat language inin thethe-
North

the-
NorthNorth . "

"II" believe the governmentgovernmenthashas done a lot of good forfor-
these

for-
thesethese people ," GunaratneGunaratne-
said

Gunaratne-
saidsaid , "butbut"" at the same timetime-
they

time-
theythey are completely dependentdependent-
onon the government for mainmain-main-
taining

main-
taining

¬-
taining the dollar economy
thereeconomythere. If the governmentgovernment-
withdraws

government-
withdrawswithdraws , it will disintedisinte-disinte-
grate

disinte-
grate

--¬
grate ."

On ASNA'sASNAsASNA'sAs' proposed
developmentproposeddevelopmentplan , hehe-
questioned

he-
questioned

he-
questionedquestionedquestionedsomesome detailsdetails-hedetailshedetailshe-
didn't

detailshe-
didn't

-he
didn'tdidnt' think the cannery atat-
Wainwright

at-
WainwrightWainwrightfeasablebecausewould be fefeasableas able
because of transportationtransportation-
problemsbut'-problems-but'-problemsp-roblemsb-uttransportation'problemsbut' problemsproblems-butproblemsbut-but he felt thatthat-
some

that-
somesome such program should bebe-
undertaken

be-
undertakenundertaken to free thethe-
villagers

the-
villagersvillagers from completecompletedependencedependence on governmentgovernment-
spending

government-
spendingspending alone .

Gunaratne felt that thethe-
supplying

the-
supplyingsupplying ofofnaturalnatural gas toto-
Barrow

to-
BarrowgoodforBarrow had done a lot of good
for the communitycommunity-itcommunityit-it had cutcut-
the

cut-
thethe monthly fuel bills from
$150150$ to $4040$ a month for thethe-
average

the-
averageaverage resident .

Water isi s stillstillaa problem , hehe-
noted

he-
notednoted . But ,. even with waterwater-
in

water-
inin Barrow costingcostincostingcostingnearlynearlyn early tenten-
cents

ten-
centscents a gallon , "itit'it"' it is quitequite-
impressiveimpressive how these peoplepeople-
are

people-
areare trying to live withNithvithNithsovithso, :, soso-
much

so-
muchmuch cleanliness . "

One problem ofDf the cashcash-
economy

cash-
economyeconomy , he said , was thatthat-
it

that-
itit had brought suchsuchsocialsocialsocial-
problems

social-
problemsproblems as alcoholism to thethe-
Arctic

the-
ArcticArctic . He noted that , on thethe-
day

the-
dayday he had interviewed her ,
the magistrate at Barrow had

handled three cases of youngyoung-
girl

young-
girlsgirlsgirl s being drunk .

He found the people ofof-
Wainwright

of-
WainwrightWainwright to be moremore-
isolated

more-
isolatedisolated than those of Barrow .
The facilities in the towntown-
were

town-
werewere poorerpoorer-evenpoorereven-even the schoolschool-
used

school-
usedused honey bucketsbucbuckets-butbucketsbutkets-butketsbut-but hehe-
felt

he-
feltfelt the people were friendfriend-friend-
lier

friend-
lier

¬-
lier and had less of thethe-
social

the-
socialsocial problems .

OneO person at WainwrightWainwright-
who

Wainwright-
whowhoimpressedGunaratneespecially impressed
Gunaratne was WeirWeir-
Megovanna

Weir-
Megovanna

Weir-
MegovannaMegovanna , a carver whowho-
plays

who-
playsplays a saw ' in churchchurchononon-
Sundays

on-
SundaysSundays , using a violin bow .
The music sounds'sounds"sounds"' like aa-
beautiful

a-
beautifulbeautifulbeautifulwhibeautifulwhistlewhistlewhi stle ."

Gunaratne is the assistantassistant-
news

assistant-
news"DailyNewsnews editor for the "DailyDaily"
News " in Colombo , CeylonCe 'lonlon .
ItEnglishlanguageis the largest English-EnglishEng'ish-ishish-
language

-
language daily paper in thethe-
cuuntry

the-
countrycountrycuuntry , and has a circulationcirculation-
ofof 55,00055000, . The companycompany-
alsoalsocompanyalsopublishes papers in thethe-
Sinhalese

the-
SinhaleseSinhalese and Tamil
languagesTamillanguages.

He has a degree inin-
economics

in-
economicseconomics from the UniversityUniversity-
ofof Ceylon ,, which has about
10,00010000, students . TheThe-
university

The-
unIVersity

The-
universityuniversity follows thethe-
British

the-
British

the-
BritishBritishBritishsystemsystem ( Ceylon is aa-
formerS

a-
formersformerformerSformerSBritish* BritishBritishcolonycolony ) andand-
does

and-
doesdoes not offer journalism .

Ceylon is an independentindependent-
country

independent-
countrycountry on an island southsouthofofof-
India

of-
IndiaIndia . Since he is from aa-
tropical

a-
tropicaltropicaltropicalcountrycountry , GunaratneGunGunaratne-
found

aratn ee-
foundfound it quite exciting to seesee-
light

see-
lightlight both day andandmghtandnightnightmght andand-
to

and-
toto be able to walkwalkonon the

( frozenthefrozen) ocean .

He hadhadaa chance to traveltravel-
by

travel-
byby dog team in Wainwright ,

and enjoyed it very much . HeHe-
regretted

He-
regrettedregretted having to leaveleave-
Barrow

leave-
BarrowBarrow just as thethewhalingwhalingwhaling-
was

whaling-
waswas startingstarting-hestartinghe-he wanted toto-
see

to-
seesee the blanketblblanket-tossingblankettossingblankettossingc-
eremony

anket-toanketto-tossingssingssing-
ceremonyceremony after a whalewh al isis-
caught

is-
caughtcaught .

He was suprised to findfind-
that

find-
thatthat the EskimoE slumo peoplepeopl e inin-
Wainwri

in-
WainwrightWainwrightWainwri ht drinkdrinkaa lot of tea-teatea-
Ceylon

tea-
Ceylon

tea-
Ceylon

-
Ceylon is a majormaj or producer ofof-
tea

of-
teatea .

Ceylon also has its nativenaiveillnaive-
population

tivetive-
populpopulationpopul ation , the Vedvhas , hehhe-
saidspeakdifferentsaid . TteseTIE8eTIEThe 8ese people speakspeakaa
different dialect than the restrestrrest-
of

restr-
ofof thaitIBItIBthe I country , andandareareare-
gradually

are-
graduallygradually being intergrate'dintergratedintergratintergrated-
into

'dd-
mtointomto the rest of the population .
There are only a few hundredhundred-
ofof them in a total populationpopulation-
ofof 11II million .


