
ESKIMOSESKIMOSTISVS\TISTIS\ .. WHITES '

(EDITOR'SEDITORS' NOTE : TheTIle fol-folfol'-
lowing

-fol.lowingfollowing'lowinglowing.lowing'. is the article written byby-

JaneJane]ani? PtnderPendprPender, editorpJitor of"ff" KotzebueKotzebluKotzebue-
News

!
NewsDailyNews, for the AnchoragenchorageA Daily
News and for whichwhichwewe obtainedobtained-
permission

obtained-
permissionpermission to print [fromrom thetiletile-

News
the-

NewsNews . The article is thet e subjectfUbjectfUbjec-
tmatter

subject-
mattermatter ofofaa letter to StanStan-

Abbott
Stan-

AbbottAbbott , executive editor of thetiletile-

Daily
the-

DailyDaily News , printedpriltedpriltedelsewhereprintedelsewhere, elsewhereelsewhere-
onon thetile editorial page . )

(Courtesy of AnchorageAnchorage-
Daily

Anchorage-
DailyDaily News )

By JANE FENDERPENDERFENDER-

KOTZEBUE

PENDER-

KOTZEBUEKOTZEBUE - It painspams meme-

that
me-

thatthat what I must writeWnte aboutabout-

this
about-

thisthis morning is not gaingam , but loss ;

not good , but evil in its mostmost-

profound
most-

profoundprofoundprofoundsensesense ; and that in oror-oror-

der
or-

der
¬-

der to writewnte about it , I mustmust-

make
must-

makemake some distinctions whichwhich-
II find deeply repellent .

What 1IImustmust say is : here isis-

Eskimo
is-

EskimoEskimo , and over here is whitewhite-

and
white-

andand between these two , overover-

what
over-

whatwhat has been a long , hard andand-

very
and-

veryvery difficult winterwmter , has growngrown-

aa barrier . Our town , alreadyalready-
deeply

already-
deeplydeeply divided between EskimoEskimo-
and

Eskimo-
andand Eskimo , is now further didi-didi-

vided
di-

vided
¬-

vided : this time between EsEs-EsEs-

kimo
Es-

kimo
¬-

kimo andandwhitewhite . And none ofof-

us
of-

usus now can foresee the future .

Our trouble started , actuallyactually-
last

actually-
lastlast summer , when certaincertamcertam-
gathenng

certain-
gatheringgatheringgathenng places went off-limitsofflimitsofflImits-
to

--

to whites : One of the bars ,

the RurAL CAP office and there

may have been a few more . NotNot-

that
Not-

thatthat they were ever so declared ,
but because it was uncomfortuncomfort-uncomfort-
able

uncomfort-
able

¬-

able to have to parry racistracist-

dogma
racist-

dogmadogma . If you have nevernever-

thought
never-

thoughtthought of yourself or othersothers-
primarily

others-
primarilyprimarily in termstenns of race ratherrather-
than

rather-
thanthan of individual1individual ' achievement ,

or individual personalitypersonalty: , it isI-
Shard

is-

hardhard to know how to deal withwith-

"white
with-

"white"whitewhite" man , go home . "

Some of this got worse , andand-

by
and-

byby the time of the land claimsclamlSclamlS-

settlement
claims-

settlementsettlement , Kotzebue was boilbOlI-bOlIboil-bOlI-

mg
boil-

ing

¬-

ingmg . Those ofofusus who .hadhad. ad foughtfought-

hard
fought-

hardhard for an equitable sJjttJejnente ntnt-

of
nt-

ofof the claims found ourselves0o selvesselves-

torn
selves-

torntorn , unable to share inlO 'thethe'the joyJO-
Yof

joy-
ofofofVictOryvictory ; we were made toto-

feed
to-

feedfeed degradeddegradedandand suspect..

AndAndambivalentambivalent , too . ForFor-

many
For-

manymany ofofusus had lived longlong-

enough
long-

enoughenoughenoughininm the north to knowknow-

that
know-

thatthat the impact area of these twotwo-

cultures
two-

culturescultures , the technological oneone-

and
one-

andand the land-basedlandbasedland.basedlandbased-. huntinghunt 109 culcuicul-culcul-

ture
¬.-

ture , is destructive , ineffablylITeffablylITeffabl-
ypainful

ineffably-
painfulpainful to almost everyeveryoneoneone-

caught
one-

caughtcaught up in itit.. We knew thethe-

heavyhandedness
the-

heavyhandednessheavy-handednessheavyhandedness- of the burbur-bur-

eaucracies

¬.-

eaucracieseaucracles ; some ofofusus hadhad-

fought
had-

foughtfought hard to lessen some ofof-

these
of-

thesethese impacts .

Still , we learned that nownow-

nothing
now-

nothingnothing counted except race .

You were either in or you werewerwerewere-

outout and for reasons which hadhad-

nothing
had-

nothingnothing to ' do with your ownown-

self
own-

selfself , but only with - somethingsomethmgsomethmg-
mtangible

something-
intangibleintangiblemtangible in10 many instances .

For color itself is not a distindistm-distmdistin-distm-

guishi1g
distin-

guishing
¬-

guishingguishi1g! difference betweenbetween-
Eskimo

between-
EskimoEskimo and White .

Much of whatwhal has been haphap-hap-

pening
¬-.

pening here is a positive good .

It is good to see Eskimos assumassum-assum-

ing
assum-

ing
¬-

ing control of their own destidesti-desti-

nies
desti-

nies
¬-

nies . It is good that the politicalpolitical-
balance

political-
balancebalance in ouronr village has shiftedshifted-
into

shifted-
intointo theIhe hands of the people whowho-

are
who-

arcarearc in the majoritymajonty here . It isIS-

good
is-

goodgood to10 hear Eskimo spokenspoken-
m

spoken-
ininm publicpubhc meetingsmeetmgs . ItII is goodgood-

to
good-

toto see Eskimo dancing in thethe-

schools
the-

schoolsschools , though many of thethe-

older
the-

olderolder people stillstili have reservareserva-reserva-

tions
reserva-

tions

¬-

tions about this .

But , it is not good that anan-

IJItegral
an-

integralintegralIJItegral part of the politicalpolitical-
power

political-
powerpower shiftshiftISis racj.ilracjilraciuraci.tlracitl., hostilityhostlhty andand-

anger
and-

angeranger ; and that the few whiteswhites-
who

whites-
whowho live here : teachers , technitechna-technatechni-techna-

Clans
techni-

cians

¬-

ciansClans , doctors , nurses , the smallsmall-

handful
small-

handfulhandful of businessbusmess people , areare-

bemg
are-

beingbeingbemg made to assume the colcol-col-

lective
¬.-

lectivelectlve burden ofofallall the illsills-

which
ills-

whichwhich the Eskimos have sufferedsuffered-
over

suffered-
overover the years as a result ofof-

con
of-

contactcontactcon lact.. It is understandableunderstandable-
that

understandable-
thatthat these things would be soso-

projected
so-

projectedprojected , but understandableunderstandable-
does

understandable-
doesdoes not mean desirabledeslfable .

AndAndelevationelevationclev:1tionclev1tion: ofofracerace , in101-
0whatever

in-

whateverwhatever cause , for its own sake ,

is a blindblIndandandandeVIlevil force . ItI t isis-

as
is-

asas evil when a white inm AnchorAnchor-Anchor-
age

Anchor-
age

¬-

age despises hisI11S Native neighbornl'ighbornlighbornl'ighbor-
as

neighbor-
as

'
as it is when an Eskimo in101-
0Kolzebue

in-

KotzebueKotzebueKolzebue despises his WhiteWhite-

neighbor
White-

neighborneighbor ..


