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BEATING THE DRUM AT CONVENTIONCONVENTION-
Maggie

-
Maggie LmdLrndLind and Nick ChrisChfls entertainentertarn delegatesdelegates-
toto the State Democratic Convention held inIn-

Fairbanks
in-

FairbanksFairbanks last week ., Listening to t"hethe(""hehe" traoitionaltraCiltlonaltracitionaltraCiltlonal-

Eskimo
tracitional-

EskimoEskimo songs and dances , little children , partyparty-

regulars
party-

regularsregulars , Ad Hoc delegates , Eskimo and Indian ,

-- -- - - - - -

old and young , all gathered around in a rarerare-

moment
rare-

momentmoment ofofpurepure'lurelure;';pure enjoyment as the Bethel couplecouple-
performed

couple-
performedperformed in both YupikYuplk and English ProceedsProceeds-
from

Proceeds-
fromfrom the performance helped pay expenses ofof-

Native

of-

NativeNative delegates from their district- Photo by FRANK MURPHY

Maggie and Chris Entertain

By JACQUELINEJACQUELI E GLASGOWGLASGOW-
Staff

GLASGOW-
StaffStaff WriterWnterWriter-

"We

Writer-

"We"WeWe" shouldshouldallall be one people .,

I sing both the EnglishlnghshlnghshandEnglishand: andand-

Yuplk
and-

YupikYupikYuplk .
"

Maggie IIindIindandIndandind and NickSIck ChrisChmChm-
of

Chris-

ofof Bethel persomfiedapersonifieda spiritsplnt thatthat-

was
that-

waswas muchmuchInmIn needneedatat the statestate-

Democra
state-

DemocraticDemocraticDemocra tIC conventionconven tlOn heldheldininIn-

Faubanks
in-

FairbanksFairbanksFaubanks last week .,

Performing informally in thethe-

maIn

the-

mainmammaIn lounge area at Wood CenCen-Cen-

ter
Cen-

ter

¬-

ter , Nickflck',; , playing the drum ,

and Maggie , singingsIngmgsIngmgandsingingandand dancingdancmg ,

attractedattractedaa large crowd thatthat-

cut
that-

cutcut through allaU political differdiffer-differ-

ences
¬.-

encesence .

Delegates gathered around ,

sitting on the floor or standingstandIng-
inin a semi-circlesemicircleseml-cucIesemlcucIe-- as the BethelBethel-

couple
Bethel-

couplecouple performed an ancient andand-

beautiful
and-

beautifulbeautiful EskimoEslomo chant..,

The audience was spell-boundspellboundspellbound-
as

-

as the strong drum beat soundedsounded-
and

sounded-
andand Maggie'sMaggies' expressive handshands-
and

hands-
andand body movedmovedinin gracefulgracefu-
lpatterns

gracefu-
lpatternspatterns They wore brightbnght yelyel-yel-
low

yel-
low

¬-

low summer parkas with headhead-head-

pieces
head-

pieces

¬-

pieces of wolf and wolverinewolvenne .

Small children and grown-grown-

ups , Ad HoesHocs and party regulars ,

Natives and non-NativesnonNativesnon-NnonN- tlves , allall-

leaned
all-

leanedleaned forwardforwardinin rapt attentionattentIOn-

asas Maggie performedperformeda a story-storystory-

song
story-

song
story-

song
-

song about a birdbud\budbudhowho\'< ho flappedflapped-

his
flapped-

hishis wingsYo Ings and flew awayaaya\a\'< ay . In herher-

hands
her-

handshands she held fans made ofof-

woven
of-

wovenwoven reeds , ptarmiganptdrmlgan tailstads andand-

goose
and-

goosegoose wings .

After several traditional Lski-LskiLskl-LsklLski-

mo
Lskl-

mo
Lski-

mo
-

mo songs , Maggie began to singsmgsmg-

"You
sing-

"You"YouYou"Youre" Are\rere, \ My Sunshine1SunshmeSunshine""' , firstfrstffirst-

in

rstrst-

Inin YupikYuptk , then in EnglishEnghsh , withwith-

the
with-

thethe crowd joiningjOInmg inm on thethe-

Enghsh
the-

EnglishEnglishEnghsh portion .,

Maggie and Nick would thenthen-

go

then-

gogo rightnght from the old EskimoEskmlOEskmlO-

chants
Eskimo-

chantschants to "TwinkleTwinkle"TwmkleTwmkle" , Twinkle ,

Little Star ,
" or "RowRow" , Row ,

RowRow'ourYour-'our'ourour'- ' Boat " inm both lanIanlan-lan-

gu

¬.-

guagesgu ages .

Orphaned at the age of seven ,

Maggie was raisedraisedininm a MoravianMoravIan-

orphanage
Moravian-

orphanageorphanage , where she seems toto-

have
to-

havehave acquired , alongalongwithwith herher-

education
her-

educationeducation , an immenseunmense joy inin-

It

in-

lifelifeIt fe ., .,

Her husband'shusbands' father was thethe-

first
the-

firstfirst white man inm Bethel andand-

acted
and-

actedactedactedasas interpretermterpreter between the

missionariesr:1ISSl0nanesr1ISSl0nanes: and the EskimosEskimos-
InIn much the same way\'< ay ,

Maggie LmdLind and Nick ChrisChns actact-actact-

ed
act-

ed
¬-

ededasas interpreters to the convenconven-convent-

IOn
conven-

tion

¬-

tion , theirthen music forming aa-

bndge
a-

bridgebridgebndge across the cultures andand-

umtIng
and-

unitingunitingumtIng the delegates for at leastleast-

aa fleeting mter'udemterudeInterlude'


