Joe Upicksoun--
‘Ad Hoc' Is a Beautiful Word

“When vou look up the word
‘ad hoc™ s o beanutul word,”
said Joe Upieksoun :

Not all of the delegates to
the recent Democratic state Con
vention n Fairhanks  would
agree with L picksoun, but uc-
cording to Webster's dictionary
‘ad hoc' s detined: tor this
spectfic purposes for this case
only.

The case for political powér
on the part ot the Alaskan
Natwe had strong support from
the exuberant Ad Hoc delecates
With single-minded enthusiasm,
they accomplished the “specitic
purpose’ for which they had
formed, to muke thew party a
truly democratic representation
of the will of the people.

Upicksoun, a Key figure in
the Northwest delegation which
united with the voung Ad Hoe
element to swing the balance of
power an tavor of Native n-
terests, had only prase tor the
part Ad Hoc plaved at the con-
vention.

S telt the Ad Hoc'ers were
the people to work with,” he
sard. UBecause they're  not
interested - the metropolitan
arcas controlling the destiny of
Alaska.”

“They wanted to have the
bush areas mcluded in the future
of Alaska. The Ad Hoc'ers are
people that are educated to un-
derstand the need of the bush
and the best way to resolve any
problem s let the people do it
They know their problem and
they know how to solve 1t."”

“} don’t know that the regu-
lars would have supported the
bush,” he added. “They control-

led the state so long.™

In the final davs of the con
vention, the delegates had o
accept one another as workmy
partners

“I teel that towards the end.,
all ot us, the regulars. the Nu-
tives, and the Ad Hoe w
workmg together s that th
was unammty. It vou wre de-
teated.”™ he swd. “vou go with
the majonty.”
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